
Kingdom Faith Part 1

What Must We Do?

Eph 2:8-9

There is a Christian song that states “When its all been said and done, there is just one thing that counts. Did I live my life for you?”

It seems to me that is the recurring, though generally not spoken, question that plagues most Christians


Am I living a life that is pleasing to God?


Godliness in our external daily life is the desire of every Christian, rightly so because the scripture calls for 


it


The big question is: “How can i get my daily life to express the godliness that both the Lord and I desire?”

Because this has become a central issue in the lives of Christians there is an avalanche of “how to” books on this subject


Every Christians trinket store (Book) has a generous supply



“The Five Steps to A God Pleasing Life”



“The Seven Steps to a Powerful Prayer Life”



Ect......


All of them are presented with an honest desire to help the struggling Christian


But unfortunately most of these books offer results that are based on a greater discipline and a renewed 


effort on the part of the believer


What happens then is all of these things really just lead us back to (Rom 7:18-19)

This tension between “a righteousness of my own based on law” and “the righteousness from God that depends of faith” (Phil 3:9) brings a frustration that underlines the lives of so many Christians


They know their salvation is by faith in the shed blood of Jesus, and they rejoice in that


But from then on they live as though their continuing right standing before God depends on what they do or 


don't do 


Ask most believers how they feel about their Christian life



“Well i should be praying more”



“I should be reading my bible more”



“I should be giving more”



“ I should be witnessing more”


Why is this? Where does this strong feeling of a need to be “doing” come from


Why do we feel that “doing” makes us righteous?
The Way of “Doing” Introduced

In considering any thing it is always a good thing to begin at the beginning, so let’s look at Genesis


This idea of “doing” as a response to living in right relationship with God started in the Garden


In creating Adam, God moved in three steps (Gen 2:7)



First he made a vessel- formed man from dirt



Second He filled the vessel with His own Life - breathed the breath of life



Third man became a living being


Adam & Eve were living “beings” not living “doings”



They were not concerned with doing things to be right with God, they were right with God



They were vessels filled with the life of God



Through them God was expressing Himself to His creation as they simply went about “being”


Notice the last verse before Satan tempted Adam & Eve (Gen 2:25)



They were not aware of or thinking about themselves, they were simply “being”


Notice the verse after they sinned (Gen 3:7) - Suddenly, everything had changed



They had always known they were naked - it wasn't a new revelation - it never bothered them



Now they were self-aware, self-concerned, and self-centered, now they are ashamed



Now knowing they were no longer acceptable to God, they felt the need to “do” something



“I need to do something to make myself acceptable to God



The best they could do was sew fig leaves together and in knowing that wasn't good enough when 



God showed up they hid


When Adam & Eve disobeyed God, a whole new attitude toward relationship with God was introduced



Now they were bound by a way of “doing” and the way of “being” had been lost



This “what must we do” cry has been the central cry of mankind ever since the Garden experience



As it did then, it still does today; it leads to all kinds of rituals, sacrifices, and rules



All of this “doing” is man’s attempt to somehow make himself acceptable to God



The truth is, no amount of “doing” will ever be enough to bring the peace and acceptance with 



God that man desires

The Way of “Doing” and the Jews

This way of “doing” has been passed down from generation to generation so that all people in one way or another are trying to get right with God in their “doing”


This is why God began to deal with man in a formal way, by meeting them where they were living, at this 


“doing” level


He instituted laws for them to obey, rituals for them to carry out, sacrifices for them to bring in order to be 


acceptable to Him

This compulsion to be “doing” passed down from Adam, was now channeled into a very structured way of approaching God


It was a way of keeping laws and bringing sacrifices


It was a way that had never ending obligations and demands that could never be completely satisfied


This is right where God wanted to bring them



They needed to come to a place where they realized in their own strength it is impossible to please 



Him



So beneath all the “doing” it became about faith in the blood, that the Messiah would come one 



day and fulfill the requirements of the law

From our vantage point today we look back and say “how wonderful”


In the midst of all this “doing” God was foreshadowing another way by which he would relate to men


A way that would make all of this “doing” obsolete (Heb 10:1)

The Way of “Being” Introduced to the Jews

All of the feast and holy days and offerings and sacrifices were commanded by the law


They were intended by God to prepare the hearts of His people for Jesus


They all pointed to the One who with His coming would bring those things to a completion 

So when John the Baptist came, he was more than an old covenant prophet


He was a herald of the new covenant


With his coming something took place in the heavenliness

John was the last voice of the old “doing” covenant


And because of that he became the voice that introduced a whole new “being” covenant


With John God was introducing a new way to relate with Him (Lk 16:16)


The basis of relating to God would no longer be a matter of law, ritual, and sacrifice



It was no longer a matter of “doing”



But now with the coming of Jesus it became a matter of “being”


Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection would shift us from “doing” to earn righteousness to actually “being”


righteousness


Why did Jesus feed the 5000 in John 6?



Notice (Jn 6:27) - it was intended not to just fill their need but to change their way of thinking



He was offering them food that last for eternal life



Their way of thinking had been programed by the “doing” way they had inherited from religion



Now Jesus met them at the level they had been living



He said to labor for the food that endures to eternal life and He would give it to them



Notice their first question (Jn 6:28) - they responded from their perspective in which they lived



They were living in the “doing” realm



Notice His reply (Jn 6:29) - He didn't rebuke them, He knew that is how they would answer



He simply offered them what he is still offering today, a whole new way of life



The only work or “doing” He requires is the work or “doing” of faith - believe in Him


Notice this word “in”, it translates from the Greek to mean “into”



Jesus was inviting them to believe “into” Him



If I tell you there is a pond near my house, you can believe “in” the pond because you believe my 



words - but you will still live in a “dry realm”



But if i take you to the pond and you get into it, you will not only believe the truth of the pond, 



you will experience the truth of the pond



You will enter a very different relationship with the pond



You will be totally immersed into it so you become one with it



Your view of everything else will be from a completely different perspective



You will relate to everything form a “wet realm” point of view


The Jews couldn't handle this, that believing “into “ Jesus was all they had to “do”



Still thinking in the “doing” realm (Jn 6:30)



They were walking by sight and jesus was challenging them to walk by faith



The basis for godliness would no longer be by “doing” religious works



Godliness would now come by “being” in Him



Jn 6:29 is God’s calling for them to leave their way of “doing” and walk through the door “into” 



and new way of relating



This was a tremendous challenge for these people



Even though the law pointed out their inability to please God by “doing” there was a sense of 



security in it

So the Jews of Jesus’ day were now face to face with a real dilemma


To let go of the familiar way of “doing” and now learn to “be” in Jesus


What was their response to this challenge?



After Pentecost there was a revival among the Jews, but only in a small minority



Notice what Paul said of the rest (Rom 10:2-3)



They rejected the new way of “being” and persecuted those who left their traditions to follow it, 



sound familiar?

The Way of “Doing” and the Church

One of the clearest and most central message of the New Testament Church is the reality of this “being” way of relating to God


The early church grew greatly in the face of great persecution, because they lived and shared this way of 


“being” in Christ (2 Cor 5:17)


But then as the Dark Ages came the church began to slide towards the ways of the world


Church leaders began to exalt themselves instead of exalting Jesus



They got caught up in the way of doing, building temples, wearing magnificent robes, establishing 



elaborate rituals for men to follow and all of this was in order to properly relate to God



So once again the “being” way in relating to God was buried under a Mountain of ritual



Christianity became a legalistic, “doing” way of relating with God for 1000 years


The Reformation came in the 16th century, and the Lord brought fresh revelation of the truth of salvation 


by grace through faith



It wasn't new truth, but a fresh revelation of the truth the early church had lived and proclaimed



People were once again invited to believe into Jesus for newness of life


So now just like the Jews of Jesus’ day people are faced with a tremendous challenge



Do we launch by faith into this new way of relating to God



Or do we reject it and stay in the security of the familiar and fruitless “doing” rituals


The leaders of the reformation received with joy salvation through faith, and they proclaimed that good 


news in the face of great persecution



But many of them where still so deep into “doing” that they began to add “doing” on after 



salvation



See, to come to the Lord was a matter of faith in Jesus, but to maintain that relationship became a 



matter of “doing” a work oriented to righteousness - sound familiar?



So people came to Jesus by faith but were then introduced into legalistic ways to maintaing their 



relationship with God



Righteousness in the life of the believer was perceived  to be dependent upon his success in 



keeping rules and regulations 



Even today what we find is the believer is incredibly frustrated in their walk with Christ



Many are living under such condemnation because of their inability to keep up to required “doing”

The Way of Being and the Church Today


In our day the message of salvation by grace through faith is preached widely


However, once we have believed into Jesus for salvation, the same questions the Jews asked comes to our 


minds - what must we do to do the works of God?



What is sad is that few Christian leaders actually believe Jesus’ answer (Jn 6:29)



Few actually believe that is sufficient to bring forth godliness of life, and righteous living in the 



new believer



So we add to it “Now that you are saved you need to ______ and don’t _______



It sounds spiritual to tell people “Jesus died for you so the least you could do is live for him”




Which really means doing those things our group approves and avoiding the things we 




disapprove 




And the moment you try to live for Him by following the “doing” way you get bogged 




down again (Rom 7:18-19)


Why is this so? Why do we continually fall back into the “doing” way?



Because we believe our experience in the world above the Word of God



We live in a society that teaches us you are what you do.......



In every area of life this philosophy is drilled into us so much that we believe it is true



So we relate to everything in life through a “doing” mindset - always asking ourselves, what must 



I do?




What must I do to be acceptable to my parents, teacher, boss, peers




What must I do to be acceptable to God, What must I do, What must I do?



So we rejoice in the Lord for the free gift of salvation but then we turn away from His free gift of 



righteousness and ask this question

The phrase “doing the works of God” that the Jews spoke in Jesus’ day translates in our day to “living the Christian life”


The answer is the same, simply believe into Him. What a simple answer. What a simple formula


Just believe into Jesus that is all that God requires


This presents as big a hurdle today as it did to the Jews when Jesus first spoke it 2000 years ago


We have been well trained by the world and the church to think “doing”


And because we continue to fail at “doing” we keep looking for the latest “How To” book or the preacher 


who has the latest formula for success in living the Christian life


But Jesus says the answer is simple, to believe into Him!!!!

Personal Application. What About You?

Let’s be honest - the simplicity of just believing into Him puzzles us


It’s a challenge to our understanding of the Christian life


To solve this puzzle and overcome this challenge we have to face two serious questions



First, Do I really know what God’s Word says about righteousness, or is my understanding and 



faith based on doctrines that I have been taught?



Second, Do I really believe that God’s Word is true for me personally, right now, just as I am?


We need to take some time from our “doing” and consider carefully what the Word has to say about 


“being”


