Kingdom Faith Part 33
The Invitation and The Challenge

In his infinite love and according to His eternal plan and purpose God created Man to be His dwelling place in the midst of His creation

Man was an earthen vessel into which God poured His Life 


It was through man that God intended to express Himself to creation

Adam and Eve chose to believe Satan’s lie that they would become independent beings like God if they would disobey God’s Word 


When they listened to Satan and rejected God’s Word the divine Life departed from them

They were still containers designed to be filled by a spirit

So instead of being independent beings they were filled with “the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience” (Eph 2:2)

They were now sinful by nature and now they passed that nature down to their children and to every person who has ever been born

But again, in His infinite love and according to His eternal plan and purpose God sent His Son into the world
Because He was the son of God and not the son of Adam, He was a clean container like Adam before the fall

In Jesus once again God had a dwelling place in the midst of His creation through whom He couls express Himself

By His life, suffering, death, and resurrection Jesus became

“…the first born among many brethren…” (Rom 8:29)

“…who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God”    (Jn 1:13)
Through the new birth we have become “…partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4) and “…we have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that the transcendent power belongs to God and not to us” (2 Cor 4:7)
Since “We know that our old self was crucified with Him” (Rom 6:6) we can say with full conviction “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Gal 2:20)
You are a container in whom God is pleased to dwell and through whom He is expressing Himself to His creation for “…God is at work in you both to will and to work for His good pleasure      (Phil 2:13)
All of these realities that God has accomplished in us through Christ are His preparation for us to truly be “the people of the kingdom”
Just like with Israel, His purpose for us is not just to get us out of Egypt and into the wilderness where He can care for us as we wander about until we die
Rather, He has made us new creations in Christ, containers in whom He can live and through whom He can express Himself
Now we are “…a kingdom of priests to our God” (Rev 5:10) who will be faith press in to occupy His kingdom that is “…not of this world” (Jn 18:36)
His invitation and His challenge to us today is the same as it was for the Israelites when they were about to enter the Promised Land

“Will you believe that my Word is true for you personally?”


“Will you believe that you are my dwelling place on earth?”

“You are my new creation in whom I live and through whom I express the reality of My “unseen” kingdom in the “seen realm” through your everyday life”
The church has we know it today has been wandering in the wilderness for a long time with her attention on what God will do for us
But today God is calling forth a generation in the midst of these wanders who are hearing His invitation and command to “seek first His kingdom” (Matt 6:33) 

They are a generation of believers who are saying with Isaiah “Here am I! Send me.” (Isa 6:8)
They are saying with Mary “… be it unto me according to they word” (Lk 1:38)
God is looking, and will have, for Himself a people who receive and believe for themselves the realities that He has accomplished in them in Christ Jesus
Through this “people of the kingdom” the “…gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony to all nations; and then the end will come” (Matt 24:14)
The Lord’s desire is that you and I together by faith would participate with Him in the preparation of that kingdom for the Father “Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom of God the Father …” (1 Cor 15:24)
I want you to take the time to read the scroll I gave you, because this is Jesus’ word to you personally
“But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ” (Eph 2:13). For “God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which He loved you, even when you were dead through your trespasses, made you alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised you up with Him, and made you sit with Him in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” (Eph 2:4-6) Since “…you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, For you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God.” (Col 3:1-3) 

Now you are in Christ and “… if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come.” (2 Cor 5:17) The old that passed away was the sinful nature that you received from Adam by your natural birth but “You have been born anew, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God.” (1 Peter 1:23) You are a clean container and you have “…become partakers of the divine nature.” (2 Peter 1:4) Now you nature is “… love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control…” (Gal 5:22-23), the very nature of Jesus! You are the personal expression of Jesus wherever He leads you in the “Seen Realm” for “You have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer you who live, but Christ who lives in you.” (Gal 2:20) Now He will express Himself to His creation through you and through you “…this gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony to all nations; and then the end will come.” (Matt 24:14)
Jesus said “…I go to prepare a place for you. And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.” (Jn 14:2-3)
Jesus went to the cross to prepare that place for you and as He promised He has made a way for us to be seated at the right had of God
This is a call for us to lay aside the doctrines of men that would keep us bound to the “seen” realm

By doing that, through the Word, our minds will be renewed and we may by faith understand 

Who we really are

Where we really dwell

And why we are still in the “seen” realm

This should be our prayer (Eph 1:17-23) 

17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him: 

18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, 

19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 

20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, 

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come: 

22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, 

23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all. 
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