Kingdom Faith Part 32
Up on the Hill

Jn 14:3

In the DR Lowell and Raul have been talking to us about the struggles of finishing Raul’s house


They would describe the work that they had done, and in our minds we would try to picture it


While we were there we asked if it would be possible to go see it for our selves


Once we got there this is what we saw – (show first 11 slides in PowerPoint….)

I noticed the house on the hill behind Raul’s house and wondered what the project looked like from up on the hill – so we asked if we could go up there to take some pictures

What we found was a totally different perspective to the whole project

(Show slide #12) – from here we could see what we couldn’t from below 

Now the project looks totally different 

We understood better why things were done the way they were in the various stages of construction

In the same sense, our lives have been under various stages of construction by the Lord

We might not always understand why or what the reason is when we look at it


Now its time to go up the hill with God so we can get a view of the whole project

From this vantage point He first shows us the foundation (1 Cor 3:11)
The First Room – “The Kingdom for the Father” room
Over the door of this room there is a sign that reads (Lk 4:43) “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other cities also; for I was sent for this purpose” and it is signed “Jesus”

The walls of this room are lined with scripture and we have come to realize that the central message of the New Testament is “a kingdom for the Father” (1 Cor 15:24)

Our salvation is the result of His amazing love for each on of us

Jesus died and rose again from the dead that you and I might be born again by His blood and participate in newness of Life

But this new life is not just our ticket to heaven; it is the means by which we get to participate with Him in the coming of that kingdom

Now we understand our purpose in life (Jn 20:21) “As the Father has sent me, even so I send you”
Just as he was sent to preach the good news of the kingdom now we are the ones through whom “…the gospel of the kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony to all nations; and they the end will come” (Matt 24:14)
The Second Room – “The Kingdom of Heaven Is…” room

In this room we see the kingdom of Heaven is not of this world (Jn 18:36) “My kingdom is not of this world”
In the middle of this room there is a special stand on which we see three scrolls titled


“The Kingdom of Heaven Is Righteousness”


“The Kingdom of Heaven Is Peace”


“The Kingdom of Heaven is Joy”
The first scroll teaches us that because the kingdom of heaven is not of this world then neither is kingdom righteousness

It is not a result of what we do, but a result of what God has done through Jesus

(2 Cor 5:21) “For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God”
righteousness is not what we do, it is what we are

We have become the righteousness of God in Him 

(Phil 3:9) “…not having a righteousness of our own, based on law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith”

The second scroll introduces us to a kingdom peace that is also not of this world
We have discovered, through this scroll, that the foundation for this peace is the truth that Jesus is in control of every detail of every circumstance that comes into our lives

(Heb 2:7) “…hast crowned Him with glory and honor, putting everything in subjection under his feet”
And just to make sure we understand it (Heb 2:8) “Now in putting everything in subjection to Him, He left nothing outside His control”
As the truth, that Jesus is in control of everything, settles in us our whole perspective  of life will be changed

Now our response to circumstance will not depend on how they appear in the “seen” realm

(Rom 8:28) “…all things work together for the good of those that love God”

(Eph 5:20) “...for everything giving thanks in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father”


So we see that thanksgiving is the key to peace

(Phip 4:6-7) 6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 

7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 


The third scroll teaches us the reality of participating in the “not of this world” joy of the Lord
(Jn 15:11) 11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full
What is this joy God wants us to share? 

(Heb 12:2) 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God
Looking at this scroll opens up some windows and gives us a glimpse into the heavenly realm

What we see is the Lamb, Jesus, standing beside the throne of God with the four living creatures and the 24 elders around Him and we hear them singing this new song to the Lamb

(Rev 5:9-10) 9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 

10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth. 


This was the joy that was set before Jesus as He faced the cross

When He looked through the cross He saw this scene in the timelessness of eternity and it was a vision of a kingdom completed for the Father
That was the joy that carried Him through the cross

If we would be more kingdom focused that same joy would carry us through the things we face

When we share His vision of “a kingdom for the Father” our purpose in life will have perspective

This is the “not of this world” joy the will enable us to endure and press through whatever may come our way in the “seen” realm

The Third Room – the “Container” room

Our eyes are opened to a fresh understanding of the purpose for which man was created


Here we see God created an earthen vessel into which He breathed His own Divine Life



Before the fall Adam was indwelt by the Life of God



This was the means in which God could interact with His creation



Man wasn’t created to be an independent being

He is a container designed to be the visible expression of the invisible spirit that dwells in him

He was created to be the vessel that the invisible God would live in and express Himself in the visible realm

When they, Adam & Eve, sinned the Life of God departed from them and they were no longer the image of God

They were still containers but now filled with the spirit of darkness

They were fruitful and multiplied and their children were born in the image of fallen Adam, not in the image of God
They were like Adam, containers of darkness

As they spread over the earth, darkness spread with them



But when Jesus was born He was not a son of Adam, He was the Son of God
He was a clean container (Col 1:19) “all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell”
In Jesus, that which was lost in the fall was restored

He was a clean vessel that the Father could dwell in and express Himself to creation

Through His life, suffering, death, and resurrection Jesus became the first born of many brethren (Rom 8:29) who bear His likeness and image

Now, everyone born again by His blood is a clean container (2 Cor 5:17)

Because we have been born anew of Incorruptible See (1 Peter 1:23)

We have become partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4)

And it is no longer I who lives but Christ who lives in me (Gal 2:20)

Now WE are the containers through whom God is expressing Himself to His visible creation!!!!!!!!!!!
The Fourth Room – the “Unseen Realm” room


This room has no door to cover the entry – it is the biggest room in the house
The notice over the door way say “EVERYONE WHO HAS BELIEVED INTO JESUS IS IN THIS ROOM”
There is no floor in this room and we can see down to the basement and see all the people in the basement


Those in this room shine out into the darkness


Some shine brighter than others

Those who shine is weak are cloaked in the doctrine of man and there light struggles to get out

Those who shine bright have thrown off the cloak and are a pure expression of the light of God


In this room there is no distinction between the seen and unseen realm


We realize that this room is actually the Throne room of God

And that everything that happens in all of creation actually is taking place in the Throne room of God

Now we realize the reason we are looking down into a basement, we are seated at the right hand of God in heavenly places in Christ Jesus

Here we are totally secure and at peace


This is where our view of the circumstances in our lives dramatically changed

Because we know if all that is happening is happening in front to God’s throne, He is in charge!!!!!

Nothing is by chance or coincidence and nothing can, of itself, penetrate the circle of light that surrounds us

Everything that comes into our life is according to His glorious Kingdom Plan and is working together with all other things for our good and for the coming of His kingdom!
