Kingdom Faith Part 31
Another Realm Part 2

Participating in the Unseen

Jn 18:36
What is this “pond” that Paul is inviting us to dive into?


It is the unseen “not of this world kingdom” of which Jesus spoke in John 18
By faith Paul has experienced the reality of this kingdom (Col 1:13) “has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son”
Paul is saying that gravity has our feet firmly planted on planet earth, but (Eph 2:4-6) 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus


Paul is not standing on the bank stating doctrinal facts that I should learn and share with others


He is expressing a reality in which he is participating in
From that place of life he is saying “come join me in experiencing the heavenly places in Christ Jesus


The facts in this scripture are clear – through the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus



God has already made us alive together with Christ



God has already raised us up with Him

God has already made all of us who have believed into Jesus to be seated with Him in the heavenly places in Christ


Sad part is, we can memorize these facts and still be on the bank dry as a bone

We can share these facts with others and help them memorize them and never get wet, never really experience the truth of these words

Paul wants us to jump into the pond and join him in living from those same “heavenly places in Christ Jesus”

As believers we know that being born again makes us alive in Christ

But we don’t live like we are seated with Him in heavenly places

It just doesn’t fit into our doctrinal, traditional, experiential “box”


I think in our mind we put that off for some future time – when we die and go to heaven


But listen to what Paul is saying
(Col 3:1) “you have been raised with Christ (so) seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God”

(Col 1:13) “has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son”

You are already seated in a place that is way outside of your puny doctrinal box


You are already in the pond, wake up and believe it!!!!!!!!

All of our life we have lived within the limitations of what we can see and hear and taste and touch and so we have been bound to the ways of the world
(Rom 12:2) 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God
(Col 3:2) 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth

(2 Cor 4:18) 18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal
This “pond” is a different realm

It is an “unseen” realm that becomes real to the eyes of our hearts when we lay aside all unbelief and receive that this Word is true for me right now

God has said He has already seated me in heavenly places in Christ


When we just say “thank you” we will begin to experience life in a new way


Our perspective will begin to change from “on the bank dry” to “in the pond wet”

Listen, its not a matter of trying make something new happen; it has already happened!!!!!!

But since we have not believed it, we have lived our lives as though we were on the bank

Everything that comes before us in the “seen” realm is really happening in the throne room of God where He is absolutely in control

The practical outworking of God’s amazing grace in our everyday life in the “seen” realm is that that we are not at the mercy of the circumstances that surround me
Instead of reacting to people and circumstances that come before us, we are free to respond to the One whose throne is just over our shoulder

Either He will speak directly to the situation or He will direct me as to how I am to respond to it

This is just the way Jesus lived His life on earth
(Jn 5:19) 19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise

(Jn 14:10) 10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.
We picture Jesus as an independent person, living His life for God


But the truth is that in His whole life Jesus never did an independent action


He was never controlled by the circumstances around Him


He was abiding in the “unseen” realm where He is seated at the right hand of the Father

His actions were the perfect expression of the will of His Father who dwelt in Him for He only did what He saw the Father doing

The amazing truth is that you and I now abide in the same “unseen” realm because Jesus lives in us and we are seated with Him at the right hand of God in heavenly places

These are not just Bible verses to memorize


This is where we live in Christ

I realize all of this will seem like foolishness to those who limit their understanding to this “seen” realm, both believers and unbelievers

But this realm can only be participated in when “we walk by faith, and not by sight (2 Cor 5:7)
The experience of this truth will become our way of life as we, by faith, receive that it is true for me right now

Our attention will not be captured by our circumstances

More and more our response to the “seen” realm will come form living in the “unseen” realm

What a tremendous revelation of the love of God


In Christ we have become new people whom He has taken to Himself in the heavenly places


Here we live with Him in His throne room in the “unseen” realm

But even though we are not of the world we are still in the world where we are containers of the divine nature

Which is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control

As such then, we are the earthen vessels by which God is expressing Himself to the rest of His creation

We are His kingdom people through whom Jesus is preparing a kingdom to present to the Father
(1 Cor 15:24) 24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power

