Kingdom Faith Part 30
Another Realm Part 1

Perceiving The Unseen

Jn 17:15-20
Notice that He didn’t ask the Father to take them (or us) out of the world


So that means we are still in the world of see, hear, taste, and touch


But even though we are still in the world we are not of it


Remember what Jesus said to Pontius Pilate (Jn 18:36) “My kingdom is not of this realm”
What this means is that our new creation being is not of this world, it is not of the “seen” realm, it is really of the “unseen” realm of His Kingdom

Our lives in the “seen” realm are intended to be the expression of that “unseen” kingdom which is “not of this realm”

Our faith is the means by which this reality is manifested openly and freely in our daily lives
It comes forth naturally simply by our accepting and believing that what God says about me is true for me right now

I know it’s a big step for most of us, but it calls on us to let go of our reasoning and our worldly way of judging things by our senses

It calls on us to walk by faith in the “unseen” reality of the heavenly places

Why are we so content with seeing what is happening without perceiving what is going on behind the scenes?

When you look at a painting what do you see?



The lake, the house, the tree, the mountain



You judge the painting on how real those things in the painting appear to you


What if we looked beyond the picture?

What if we looked at how the artist used patterns of light and shadow to draw our attention to his central object?

Think about how he would have had to mix just the right colors to get just the right combination of greens and yellows that would make the leaves on the trees look as though the sun was shining on them….
Most of us don’t perceive any of those things and yet they were the very things that made the “picture” attractive to our eyes


Most of us see only the “picture” so our experience of the painting is only surface level

We end up missing what the artist experienced while he was expressing himself through his artistry

But when we begin to look beyond the picture we actually begin to participate in the artist’s experience 

What if we kept this same concept of thought when we read Paul’s letters?
If we do we will become aware that although the words are familiar, there is a level of truth and reality lying below the surface that we have been missing

All of us have received the Bible as God’s Word and for the most part that level of understanding has certainly changed our thinking and our living dramatically

But what we often miss seeing is the underlying truth that 

So much of what Paul wrote is not only a statement of God’s truth 
But at the same time is an expression of his own personal life experience
Paul wants us to not only understand what he is saying but also to participate with him in his experience of these things

He wants not only to share the truth of the Lord and His kingdom as a matter to be understood


But also as a reality to be experienced

The greatest difference between modern day Christianity and that which we read in the New Testament is that to us it is primarily about performance, to them it was a real experience

Let me make it plain by giving you a picture

Lets say you can’t swim and someone invites you to a pond to go swimming for the first time

Since you have heard about swimming but had never been to the pond you are excited about the prospect

To your surprise when you get to the pond the person is not waiting for you on the shore but is already out in the middle of the pond swimming with others

From the middle of the pond he calls out to you all the facts about the pond, the length and width, which is the shallow end and the deep end, the temp of the water, and how wonderful it is to be out there in the water
This person who invited you could have waited for you and from there told you all of the info about the pond and you would have the same understanding of “pond doctrine”

Then when you have the facts of “pond doctrine” you can study and memorize them and share “pond doctrine” with others

But you would still be standing on the bank


Paul didn’t do that!!!!



See Paul hadn’t just learned the fact about the pond; he had plunged in



When we arrive where Paul has invited us he is already wet

Now when Paul gives us the facts about the kingdom he is not just passing on info that he has learned or “pond doctrine” that he has been taught by someone else on the bank

He is sharing his own personal experience of those facts

He and others are wet and they are calling out to us from this “wet” dimension

Their hope and expectations are that we will hear more than just facts about the pond and take a giant leap of faith to come join them in this realm that they are experiencing


Fact is we are now faced with a choice



We know the “facts” and we can remain on the bank and share those “facts” with others

We can all rejoice that we know the facts but we will still be standing beside the pond and we will be dry

Or we can answer Paul’s invitation (the Lord’s invitation through Paul) and take that giant leap of faith into the pond

Now we not only have the knowledge of the “facts” but, like looking at a painting properly, we are participating with Paul in the pond and we are experiencing with him the truth that he is expressing
Now when we share with others we will be sharing not only the “dry” facts of “pond doctrine” but we will be sharing our own personal “wet” experience of the pond

