Kingdom Faith Part 28
The People Of The Kingdom Part 3

The Prophetic Picture
1 Cor 10:11

Since the Bible says these things were written down for our learning it would be good for us to take the time to consider them


The Israelites were slaves in Egypt to Pharaoh for 400 years

They were powerless to do anything about their condition, because the power that kept them in slavery was Pharaoh’s army

Whatever they were commanded to do they had no choice but to do it
They were completely subject to the circumstances in the “seen” realm


But when the fullness of time had come, God sent His servant Moses to set His people free

Moses was God’s voice to Pharaoh but Pharaoh hardened his heart against God and Moses and refused to let the people go

So through Moses God sends 9 plagues to persuade Pharaoh but each to Pharaoh hardened his heart

Finally God sent the angel of death to pass over the land of Egypt to kill every first born in the land

But before He sent the death angel God made special provision for the Israelites


Through Moses He directed each household to take a lamb without spot

They were to kill the lamb and put the blood on the doorposts and lintel of their door

When the death angel moved through the land of Egypt he would pass over the blood covered houses of the Israelites but every house of the Egyptians the firstborn would die

The blood of the lamb saved the Israelites and set them free from their bondage because the next morning Pharaoh told them to get out
They left Egypt and soon came to the Red Sea and their path was blocked

At the same time Pharaoh changed his mind and ordered his army to go bring them back

Although they were now free and were out of Egypt they were still thinking like slaves

Notice what they said to Moses when they saw Pharaoh’s army chasing them  (Ex 14:11-12)

But the cloud that had gone before them passed over them and stood between them and Pharaoh’s army

Then Moses held out his rod and the Red Sea parted and they passed safely to the other side

When the cloud lifted Pharaoh saw that they had escaped by a path through the sea he ordered his army to pursue

But before they could get to the other side the water closed upon them and Pharaoh’s army was destroyed

In this “instruction” from the Old Testament Pharaoh is a picture of Satan and Egypt is a picture of the world


The Israelites are a picture of all men who are slaves of Satan in the world


The lamb which they killed and whose blood they painted on their doorway is a picture of Jesus

It was the blood of the lamb which set them free from slavery in Egypt and saved them from Pharaoh’s power
Just as it is the blood of Jesus that sets us free form bondage to the world and from the power of Satan

(1 Cor 10:1-2)

The Children of Israel were set free by the blood of the lamb and they were baptized in the cloud (the Holy Spirit) and in the sea (water)

Thus they are a prophetic picture of the blood bought, water baptized and Spirit baptized believers who have been delivered from the world and from the power of Satan

But this is not the end of the picture


The Israelites were safe from Pharaoh and Egypt but they were only in the wilderness

As we look at all of this it is clear to me that God didn’t bring Israel out of Egypt just to get them into the wilderness where He could just take care of them until they died
The blood of the lamb, the water baptism and Spirit baptism were God’s provision to get them out of Egypt

But they were also all that Israel needed from God to be able to enter the Promised Land (a picture of God’s kingdom)

All of Israel knew God promise regarding the land of Canaan

Ever since they were little children they had been told of God’s promise to Abraham that his decedents would occupy the Promised Land
They had God’s Word so they knew that as Abraham’s offspring they were special to the Lord

But soon after their miraculous deliverance from Egypt God made His plan for them clear and personal “present truth” to each one of them (Ex 19:6)


They were a special people with a special purpose

They were God’s “kingdom people” who were to press in and occupy the Promised Land, His Kingdom

Just to make sure that this generation realized the “present truth” of His promise to Abraham, God again spoke it directly to them

Before the spies were sent in to spy out the Land God said (Num 13:2)

But out of that whole multitude only Joshua and Caleb believed that God’s promise to take them into the Land was true for them personally

All the others were still bound by a slave mentality


In Egypt they were slaves to the circumstances that surrounded them


Where ever they turned the taskmasters and soldiers kept them bound to their task

Now they were free from taskmasters and soldiers but their minds had not been renewed so they were still thinking “slave” thoughts
Its also true of the ten spies who went into the Land

They were still bound by that “slave” perspective so they looked only at the circumstances in the “seen” realm

All they could see were giants and walled cities so they brought back an evil report concerning the Land

Joshua and Caleb saw the same giants and walled cities but they believed God’s word above the “seen” realm circumstances (Num 13:30)

Suddenly each one of those Israelites had to make a decision “Whose report will I believe?”

They had God’s provision, the blood, the water and the Spirit and they had His word that there were His kingdom people and that the Land was theirs to occupy

But they also had the report of the tem spies that warned about the giants and walled cities       (Num 14:1)

Can you picture it?


In every tent the families debating which report they should follow

They knew God’s promise to Abraham and they had His current word that He was giving the Land to them

But they also had this report of giants and walled cities

The challenge to them was “Do I believe that God’s word is true for me personally right now?”

And out of the whole multitude that God had delivered by His great power only two adults entered the Land – Joshua and Caleb

The whole multitude that came out of Egypt was called by God to be “the people of the kingdom”

But only Joshua and Caleb believed God’s word was true for them personally, so they were the only two who participated in the purpose for which God brought them out of Egypt

Of all the rest we read (Heb 3:18-19)

God’s response to their unbelief is amazing

Even though they rejected the purpose for which He had brought them out of Egypt God didn’t reject them

They were still His people whom He loved 

And because He loved them He cared for them for 40 years until that whole generation died in the wilderness


Their food was provide for them


Their clothes didn’t wear out


They didn’t get sick


He guided them and guarded them for 40 years (Deut 8:3)

In His wonderful love and grace God granted to them “ all things that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3), while they lived out their lives in the wilderness

Because they chose to set their attention on themselves and on the circumstances that surrounded them in the “seen” realm instead of on God’s word and His purpose for them they grumbled and complained right up until the day they died


Sounds like the modern day church


Most modern day Christians spend their whole lives living in the wilderness
They had every earthly blessing from God and all that they needed to enter the Land


But they totally missed the “people of the kingdom” purpose that God had set them free to be

Because the refused to believe God’s word that would have renewed their minds they continued to think like slaves and so they lived like slaves

They were totally consumed with their own welfare in the “seen” realm

They had no concept of “seek first the kingdom and all these things will added…”

However, even as that unbelieving generation was dying out, God was raising up in the midst of them a new generation 


Those who would believe that God’s word was true for them personally


A generation who would press into the Land and occupy it to the glory of God

I believe the prophetic picture here is that God is, right now, raising up a new generation 


A generation who will believe God’s word is true for them right now


It’s a Joshua and Caleb generation

They will be the people who possess God’s kingdom purposes and will build the Kingdom by faith!!!!

