Kingdom Faith Part 27
The People of the Kingdom Part 2
Our New Nature Expressed
Heb 4:9-10
In My Life
Eagle & Turkey – Eagle fell out of the nest – adopted by family of turkeys – He began to act like a turkey – As a man thinks so is he

Now that we have come to understand that our actions are the outward expression of what we believe about ourselves, we also know then that our actions will not be changed by our will power or by our striving

The only way to change my way of acting is by changing what I believe 

The more I enter into and believe that God’s Word is true for me, the more my “doing” will line up with my “being”

(Rom 12:3) “I bid every one among you no to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment”

That is good advice – but notice what else we are encouraged to do – “think with sober judgment”
If we really do this then according to God’s Word we will recognize the reality of our new  creation 

(Gal 2:20) – “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me”
My old nature was crucified with Christ (Rom 6:6)

I have been born anew of the Incorruptible Seed which is Jesus (1 Peter 1:23)

I am a partaker of the divine nature (2 Peter 2:4) – which is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Gal 5:22-23)

It is no longer I who lives but Christ that lives in me (Gal 2:20)
Seeing this in this way bring new meaning to (1 Cor 13:4-7)

We see these verse really in two lights



One, they are simply the scripture we always hear at a wedding



Two, we see them as a list of requirements for living the Christian life


It seems as if it is our responsibility to bring forth these things in our life



The frustration is, as soon as we try we realize you can’t “do” love



When I see these verses in the right way we understand our new nature is love



These verse are not describing how I should act, they are describing who I am!
Now reread it in the first person – “I am patient and kind; I am not jealous or boastful; I am not arrogant or rude; I do not insist on my own way; I am not irritable or resentful; I do not rejoice at wrong, but I rejoice in the right. I bear all things, I believe all things, I hope all things, I endure all things”



Saying it doesn’t make it true



It is already true, because they describe the work that God has already done in me
But when I confess it I am abiding in His Word (Jn 8:31-32) “If you abide in My word, then truly you are my disciples; and you shall know the truth and they truth shall make you free”
When circumstance come up that are not pleasing to me and I start to get irritated we are encouraged (Col 3:16) “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly….”

That is when our attention will be turned away from the works of the flesh

Through His Word and by the work of the Holy Spirit our minds will be renewed and our lives will freely express the truth of  (Col 1:27) “… the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you…”
What an amazing place to be, what a glorious release and freedom from trying to “do” the Christian life
This is what is meant in ( Heb 4:9-10) “….sabbath rest for the people of God; for whoever enters God’s rest also ceases from his labors as God did from His”
Paul is a perfect example of this

When he converted he no longer strived to live for God by his own strength and understanding 

Instead he was resting in the reality of (Phil 2:13) “… God is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure”
He was settled in the truth that it was no longer Paul trying to live for Jesus but it was Jesus living in Paul to express Himself to His creation

He had entered into the “Sabbath rest” so he had ceased from his own works

The message is clear, our part is to cease from our own works and rest in the truth that “It is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me”
As this truth comes more alive in us we certainly wont be idle (Eph 2:10) “ We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them”
We are the new containers in whom He lives and through whom He will express Himself to the rest of His creation

Like Adam before the fall, God has breathed His breath of Life into us and we are indeed the dwelling place of God on earth

Remember this, the true Christian life is not your old self all scrubbed up and trying harder
That old self is dead, now it is Christ Himself living in you and expressing Himself through you

Your part is simply to believe in the One who dwells in you, the One who is at work in you both to will and to do His good pleasure (Phil 2:13)

As you do your daily life will more and more clearly be the expression of the Life of the One who dwells in you!

Towards Others

Before they sinned, Adam and Eve were totally others centered 

Their whole perspective was outward as God expressed His Life through them to each other and to the rest of creation

Notice the last verse before Satan came to tempt them (Gen 2:25) “And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed”
Until they sinned they were not the least concerned about themselves or their personal condition

However, the first verse after they sinned, (Gen 3:7) “Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons”

They had always been naked and that was of no concern to them

But the moment they sinned they became self-aware and self-centered so they each sought to cover their own newly discovered nakedness


The immediate effect of the divine Life leaving them was a totally different perspective of life


Adam wasn’t concerned with Eve’s nakedness, his concern was with himself 



This was a total change in their whole way of perceiving life 

The moment they ate the fruit their lives were no longer centered in God but in themselves

They no longer rejoiced in the presence of the Lord but instead, when they heard God approaching they felt fear and shame

These two emotions, fear and shame, are two of the deepest rooted aspects of the sinful nature that Adam passed on to all of us
Notice what Adam said (Gen 3:10) “ I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself”
Then God questioned him about eating the fruit

Not only did he not confess his sin, he tried to pass the blame on to God Himself 

(Gen 3:12) “The woman who thou gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate”
Basically he said “If you hadn’t gave me that woman none of this would have happened”

Then God spoke to Eve (Gen 3:13) “Then the Lord God said to the woman, What is this that you have done? The woman said, The serpent beguiled me and I ate”

Eve said “its wasn’t my fault the devil made me do it”

They both denied their guilt and did not repent of their sin

And that is another deep-rooted characteristic of the fallen Adam nature

But in His death Jesus was the Last Adam (1 Cor 15:45)
When we believe into Him the Adam nature which we received by our natural birth “was crucified with Him” (Rom 6:6) and we are no longer children of Adam

By His resurrection Jesus became the Second Adam (1 Cor 15:47)

And “we have been united with him in resurrection like His” (Rom 6:5)


We have become “ …children of God; who were born, not of blood not of the will of the flesh not of the will of man, but of God” (Jn 1:12-13)


The emotions of fear and shame come from believing that we are unacceptable before God


But now in our new creation they no longer control us 

(1 Jn 4:18) “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear”
(Rom 8:1) “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus”


We no longer need to hide our sins or blame others 

(Heb 4:16) “…with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need”
(1 Jn 1:9) “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness”

What a wonderful way to live!!!!!!! 

(Gal 5:1) “for freedom Christ has set us free”

(Jn 8:36) “…it the Son makes you free you will be free indeed”


What an amazing freedom is ours!!!!
We are no longer bound by the grave clothes of the doctrines of men and the ways of the world

We are new creation “containers” in whom God dwells and through whom He is once again free to express His love and His dominion to the rest of His creation


What an amazing new day is dawning for us 

A day in which by faith we receive that this is the Truth; this is the Reality of the Christian life

In complete peace I can cease from my Romans 7 striving and enter into His Sabbath rest
The more settled you become in “…it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me”         (Gal 2:20)

And the more sure you are that “God is at work in you, both to will and to work His good pleasure” (Phil 2:13)

The more free He will be to express Himself through you to the rest of His creation

And you will know the joy of fulfilling the purpose for which you were created

Next week I want to give a prophetic picture of the People of the Kingdom
