Kingdom Faith Part 26
The People of the Kingdom Part 1 
Rom 8:13

In Romans 8 Paul gives us the key to victorious living, but it raises that dreaded question “How do I do that?”
I think Paul heard that question and answered it when he wrote to the Galations (Gal 5:16) “I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desires of the flesh”
Paul says the way to put to death the deeds of the body is to walk by the Spirit

Sounds a bit mysterious and sounds a great deal outside the religious “box” that most of us have lived in

The truth is that walking by the Spirit is not a great mystery at all, but it is a great challenge

Its starts with believing that God’s Word about me is true for me “right now” no matter what the devil or the world or religion may say to the contrary

(2 Cor 5:17)

The Old That Has Passed Away (Gal 5:19-21)
This is a clear distinction between those who are still children of Adam and those who have been born anew and are children of God
These deeds of the flesh are the expression of the sinful nature that all men have received  from Adam by their natural birth

Notice its says “those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God”
He is talking about those that live this way as a way of lifestyle, it is the expression of the nature that abides in them. 

This word “Practice” in the Greek is translated = to perform repeatedly or habitually
So the people of who Paul is referring to are those of Rom 8:8

They are literally (Eph 2:2-3)

They are people whose way of life is described by “the works of the flesh”

As a new creation being, that is no longer our nature, we have become partakers of the divine 
nature (2 Peter 1:4)
But if we turn attention to this list of works and set out to try to purge them out of our life we will find ourselves back in Romans 7

We will be trying to please God by changing the way we act which can only lead to failure and discouragement

Remember what Paul tells us in Rom 8:6 “To set the mind on the flesh is death…”
Most of us have experienced the truth of this word

But notice the rest of the verse “…to set your mind on the Spirit is life and peace”
And that brings us again to those wonderful “fruit of the Spirit” verses here in Gal 5

The New That Has Come (Jn 3:6) “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit if spirit”
In (Gal 5:22-23) Paul describes the nature of those who have been born anew by believing into Jesus

Notice this is really a description of the nature of God

But Paul is not directing these words to God, he is directing them to me and you!
The truth is this, that in your inner most being there is a glorious new you waiting for the opportunity to express itself

This is who you are and the only thing that prevents it from being manifest fully daily in your life is your unbelief


Listen, our actions are really an expression of what you believe about yourself
If you believe a lie about your nature (I am just a sinner saved by grace) then your actions will express that lie


Too many times the way we think about ourselves is shaped by the world around us


As a child if you did bad someone said you are bad



If you did good someone said “good boy”


But when we choose to believe God and His Word we will confess we are what Jesus said we are


As we turn to Him and His word about ourselves our mind will be renewed

I want us to understand there is a big difference between fact and truth


Facts can change but truth never changes

When I do something contrary to my new nature that is a fact, I did it…


The truth is that is not my new nature


The fact is I have acted against my new nature and that is sin


The truth is my new nature hasn’t changed

The sin that I committed is fact and that fact needs to be dealt with and that is where (1 Jn 1:9) comes alive to us, Glory to God!!!!!!!

When we sin the Holy Spirit will convict us of sin

When we repent and confess our sin we are forgiven
All unrighteousness is cleansed away and there underneath is the divine nature that never changed

Understand there is a clear difference in the conviction of the Holy Spirit and the condemnation of the enemy

The Holy Spirit convicts us to restore us to God


The enemy condemns us to death and separation from God
How can this be? (2 Peter 1:4) “He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature”

Because of our new birth we are partakers of the divine nature
It is easy to understand the if an unbeliever does a righteous act, his nature hasn’t changed

In spite of his “righteous” action his still by nature a child of wrath (Eph 2:3)

Why then are we slow to believe that our new nature, the fruit of the Spirit, in no way depends on actions

It depends entirely on what God has don in us through the death and resurrection of Jesus

The wonderful reality of our new nature is already true for us
As we believe it to be true for ourselves our actions will more and more line up with t he truth of the wonderful creation being which God has made us to be
We need to be like Mary, “be it unto me according to thy word”

His word says I am a partaker of the divine nature which is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control

Be it unto me according to your word!!!!!

Next week – Our new nature expressed

