Kingdom Faith Part 25
The Romans Road Part 2
Rom 8:1-13
Condemnation comes from not doing the things that I feel I should be doing and instead doing the things I hate
But now we enter Romans chapter 8

The Romans 7 life is one of condemnation, It’s that feeling that I am trying my best but I am failing God

I mean after all He died for me so the least I can do is live a life that glorifies Him but             (Rom 7:19,24) 

Try as hard as you want sooner or later the law of sin in your members will overcome the law of you mind

Try to do good again and again but you fail


You ask God to help so you could overcome and even then you would fail and feel condemned


This really kind of life really robs us of a relationship with God……..

But here in the first two verses of Romans 8 God is holding forth another way


It’s a way that depends not on my “doings” but on my believing that His word is true for me


Romans 7 emphasizes “I”



Romans 8 emphasizes “spirit”


As you read Romans 8 you can see a distinct a pattern that is different form chapter 7



In Romans 7 the word “I” appears over 30 times and the word “spirit” appears once



In Romans 8 the word “spirit” appears over 20 times and “I” appears twice

In Romans 7 the burden is on me to produce what I perceive to be the Christian life by fulfilling what I consider to be the requirements of that life

In Romans 8 the only requirement is that I believe God’s Word to be true for me in my daily living


It is the Spirit that accomplishes the “doings” – that is grace

So freedom from the frustration of the Romans 7 life comes not from my trying harder to do good and to avoid doing evil

It comes from my believing that the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin that had kept me bound in failure and condemnation
Notice (Rom 8:3-4)

Flesh means me trying to hold out the bible myself defying gravity

Through Jesus’ life, suffering, death and resurrection “the just requirements of the law” were fulfilled in us – not by us but in us

It was His doing and its is done!!!!!


There is no more need to strive to fulfill any law, 10 commandments or religious law


Through Christ the law is already fulfilled in us (Rom 6:14)

What a relief this is - the heavy burden of trying to live the Christian life has been lifted from our shoulders

The next few verse are critical because they give us a key that enables us to escape from the failures of the “seen” realm and to participate in the freedom and victory of the “unseen” realm (Rom 8:5)
What a simple truth but it is amazingly vital for us to experience to the fullness of all that Jesus has accomplished for us and in us

It is where we set our minds that determine whether we walk in victory or in defeat (Rom 8:6)

Unfortunately most believers have been taught to set their minds on the things of the flesh


Their attention had been directed to the list of “the works of the flesh” (Gal 5:19-21)
They have been encouraged to seek out any trace of these things that might be in their life and get rid of them

As a result their minds are set to pay attention to the flesh

So they get caught up in the never ending struggle of a Romans 7 life

They are trying their best to overcome the works of the flesh by “the law of the mind” – holding out the Bible……..
But now our attention is being turned away from that and to Romans 8:6

This is where we are invited to see it different than with a religious mindset


We are invited to see and experience the promise of life and peace

Once again this in not something we must strive to attain because (Rom 8:9)
This is not a matter that is up for debate no matter what the devil or the world or the doctrines of men may say

Just as sure as you have been born anew by believing into Jesus the Spirit of God dwells in you! (Jn 14:17)

So now… (Rom 8:13)

Here are last is the plain answer to the frustration of the Romans 7 life


It is not our striving to do good and to avoid evil that will set us free from the deeds of the flesh

It is only “by the Spirit,” by participating with Him, that we can “put to death the deeds of the body”

This is a powerful revelation that holds out the promise of a victorious Christian life


But it raises that familiar question, “How do we that?”


Our answer to that question will not be found in a “How To” book in a Christian Book Store

We will only find it when we visit Galatians chapter 5, starting next week in Kingdom Faith, The People Of The Kingdom
