Kingdom Faith Part 24
The Romans Road Part 1 
Rom 6:1-11

In the heart of Paul’s letter to the Romans there is a three chapter section that is very helpful in regard to our daily living – chapters 6,7, & 8
I really think they are like buried treasure in that we have walked over this ground for years without discovering the richness of their revelation

The Crucifixion Side of the Cross (Rom 6:6)

This plainly says that my old self, the “body of sin” was crucified with Christ

Think about this – they never had to re-crucify somebody, because no one survived crucifixion


If my old self, the Adam nature, was crucified with Jesus then it is dead!


There is no “old nature” left to live in me alongside of my new nature in Christ

This is a challenge to us because of what we have been taught

We have been taught we have two natures, one that opposes God and one that is for God


And these two natures are fighting for control of me

We have been taught that if we aren’t constantly on guard the old nature will rise up and cause us to do all kinds of evil

But if it is true that my old nature is crucified with Jesus then it is dead and I have been fighting an enemy that didn’t exist! (Rom 6:6)
We have been living our Christian life as if it is our job to put to death the old nature and its actions and to produce the works of the new nature

But Romans 6 describes a whole new perspective of the Christian life


We have been striving to do what Christ already done


If this is true then why doesn’t it look that way in my daily life? 

Why does my life still look like Romans 7?

Illustr: A man goes into the woods and cuts down a tree for Christmas, as he is leaving the woods he sees another tree prettier than the one he cut down. So he cuts down the second tree and leaves the first tree in the woods taking the second tree home with him. When he gets home he puts the tree in a bucket of water and adds some powder to keep the needles from falling off so it will stay green and appear to be alive for a long time. But the tree in the woods is brown and is obviously dead.

The question is “When did these two trees die?” 

The obvious answer is when they were cut down, they both died at the same time

But one was nurtured and cared for and appeared to be alive for a long time

*As long as we nurture the idea of an old sinful nature by believing that it is still alive in us we will live as if that is true
It is our believing in the old nature that made it seem to be alive even though it is actually dead!

As we allow the Lord to renew our mind the shadow of an old nature that doesn’t exist will disappear in the light of His Word

As this happens the reality of our new nature will show forth more in our daily living!

Notice Romans 6:5


What is this death into which we have been united with Him? (Rom 6:10)

Amazing! The death Jesus died He died to what? SIN!!!!!!


That means we died to sin when we believed into Jesus


Sin is no longer our master (Rom 6:7)


We can still choose to sin but we are no longer slaves to sin


And when we do sin (1 Jn 1:9) GLORY TO GOD!!!!!!!

The Resurrection Side of the Cross

I am glad that the crucifixion side of the cross, as exciting as it is, isn’t the end of the matter

Not only have we died with Christ be we have been raised up with Him!

When you believed into Jesus you were “united with Him in a death like His” and you old sinful (caterpillar) nature died with Him

Whatever it may look like in the “seen” realm the truth is you are a new creation! (Rom 8:8)
Just like the butterfly was created to live in a different realm than the caterpillar, so you too by your new birth have been created to no longer be bound to the world and the ways of the world

Rom 6:10

This is true for us also, not only are we untied with Him in death, but we are untied with Him in His resurrection 

*The truth is this – IN CHRIST YOU ARE DEAD TO SIN AND ALIVE GOD!!!!!!!!
Notice how important it is that you understand this (Rom 6:11)


It doesn’t matter what you have been taught in the past


It doesn’t matter how you life appears to yourself or others


God’s Word is the truth and He says you are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus!
This is true of you whether or not you believe it, but it is only when you “consider” (believe) it to be true for you that your mind will be renewed to line up with the truth of God’s Word

Then your actions will begin to line up more and more with what you believe

Then more and more you will be living you life from the resurrection side of the cross, from a totally new “kingdom” perspective

Sin No More Has Dominion (Rom 6:14)

So many Christians live their everyday life as if they are still under the law
Doing their best to judge things as good and evil and then trying their best to keep their “law,” to do what they consider “good” and to avoid what they consider to be “evil”

When they do what they consider to be good they feel good about themselves

When they do what they consider to be evil they feel condemned
Sounds very much like the life described in Romans 7

We have been taught that we are responsible to make the Christian life happen in our daily living

Because of this we try to do what we think is good and avoid what we think is evil


The result is a long string of failures followed by a long string of new resolves to do better


That is why we so easily identify with (Rom 7:15)

But now in the light of Romans 6 we understand Romans 7 isn’t describing the life of someone who is “dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Rom 6:11)

But it sounds so much like me, listen to it (Rom 7:17-18) 


We have come to a place where we identify ourselves by our actions


Even though Paul wrote this he didn’t find his identity in his actions


In fact he was very carful to say “It is no longer I that do it but sin which dwells in me”

He makes a clear distinction between himself, the new person he has become in Christ and the sin which dwells in Him!

So if my old nature has been crucified with Christ and is totally dead, how can sin still dwell in me?

(Rom 7:18)


We have been so indoctrinated to identify our “being” with our “doing”


But here is Paul is making a distinction between the “I” that he has become in Christ and his flesh


The new I he has become in Christ is truly (Rom 6:11)


But he still lives in a body of flesh in which sin dwells

With that distinction in mind now it all makes sense

We must get this because too many of us are living frustrated because this battle seems to have no end

What I love about God is He doesn’t want us living frustrated so He has provided a very clear answer, and that is what Romans chapter 8 is all about

But until we get there I want to show you how Paul sets it up

Notice Romans 7:22-23, listen how it reads in the Amplified Bible

“But I discern in my bodily members [in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh] a different law (rule of action) at war against the law of my mind (my reason) and making me a prisoner to the law of sin that dwells in my bodily organs [in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh]” 
Paul presents three laws, the law of God, the law of his mind and law of sin which dwells in his members, “in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh”
In his inner most being, the new I that he has become in Christ, he delights in God and in His Word

But at the same time he realizes that there is another law at work in his physical body, his flesh and he labels that law “the law of sin”

However he has come to realize that there was another force at work “in the sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh” – This is the “law of sin in my members” that was constantly pressuring him toward sin

This “law of sin” will always overcome the “law of his mind”

Sooner or later some situation would arise and he would yield to “the law of sin” in his flesh

Understand the “sensitive appetites and wills of the flesh” are not in themselves evil because it is God who established them in us

Our physical appetites for food, for sleep, ect…. are necessary for us to live 


It is the “law of sin” that drives us to follow these appetites to sinful extremes

This has been the fate of everyone who has tried to live a life pleasing to God by his own effort and will power, by the “law of his mind”
Sooner or later the “law of sin” overcomes the “law of his mind” 

And then we live in (Romans 7:24)
The law of gravity is a great example of the “law of sin”

Both operate 24 hours a day, seven days a week

Though I might be able to overcome them for a season, sooner or later they will always overcome my will power

If I hold my bible out at arms length I am for the moment overcoming the law of gravity


The law of gravity says my bible will fall to the floor and I am saying it will not

At this moment I am having my way according to my will, according to the “law of my mind”

I am overcoming the law of gravity


But the law of gravity doesn’t give up and say “Well Don sure got the best of me that time”

Instead it just keeps up its steady pressure and sooner or later, in spite of my best efforts and my will, my bible is going to go down and down and down

The law of gravity will always overcome my will and my strength


Like the law of sin in my members its sounds like a hopeless situation

And it would be if there weren’t another law that will counteract the power of the law of gravity

In the natural realm there is such a law, its called the “law of buoyancy”

If I attach my bible to the a big enough balloon filled with helium it will overcome the law of gravity

The law of gravity hasn’t ceased pulling on my bible, but by relying on the law of buoyancy I have overcome the law of gravity

Praise God this is also true in the spiritual realm


There is a spiritual law that will overcome the effects of the “law of sin”


It is the “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus!” (Rom 8:2) Glory to God!!!!!!!
Here is the spiritual law that has set us free from the power of the “law of sin” that dwells in our physical bodies

It is the “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus

The law of sin in my member has not been repealed and it does not cease from trying to lure me into sin

But when I put my faith in the “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” I am free from the effects of the “law of sin in my members”
This invites us to a whole new approach to “living the Christian life”

It ushers us into the glorious liberty of Romans Chapter 8 which will begin next week
