Kingdom Faith Part 23
The wonderful Truth

Eph 2:1-3

A Matter of Nature

As soon as we become a Christian we begin to be taught the Biblical truth that justification is by faith and not by works

The problem is we are also taught that we are just a sinners saved by grace

The issue this causes is this, after our new birth we begin to believe that we are still, by nature, a “poor miserable sinner”

And if I act naturally I would surely follow after sin

What we are learning now is that the new birth has given us a new nature, God’s divine nature

We must now begin to read the Scripture this way and Eph 2 is a great example

I had always looked at this verse through my “poor miserable sinner” glasses

So I believed that Paul was saying that I, like the rest of mankind, am by nature a child of wrath


But that is not at all what he was saying


He is telling us that this is what we used to be, it is what we once were

But it is no longer who we are, Hallelujah! 

What a wonderful and freeing revelation of God’s love


To realize the glorious reality that we are no longer sinful by nature!


But that does raise a question, “If we are no longer sinful by nature, what is our nature?”


Peter comes to our rescue (2 Peter 1:4)

Through Paul the Holy Spirit told us that before we were born anew “we were by nature children of wrath”


Through Peter the Holy Spirit is telling us that a tremendous change has taken place 


Through God’s precious and great promises we are now “partakers of the divine nature”


Just as with Adam, God has breathed His breath of Life into you and me

Now, like Adam before the fall, we are containers in whom the nature of God dwells to express Himself through us to His creation

(Rom 12:2)


Too many believers are living in the world’s way of thinking about their nature

Their minds are filled with the doctrines of men that never reveal to them their new nature and never teach them how to walk in it
But as our minds are being renewed by His word and the working of the Holy Spirit we are understanding that if we are to “prove what is the will of God” we must allow the Lord to draw us into the “unseen” realm where we walk by faith and not by sight

In the “unseen” realm with God we receive by faith that this Word of our new nature is true in us and for us

It doesn’t matter what the world or religion or reason says to the contrary


Now I am not saying you just make your new nature happen just by agreeing that it is true


God has already made us partakers of the divine nature in Jesus

But as we receive by faith that this is true we will find that we are living in life in the “seen” realm from a totally different “unseen” realm perspective

Because we are, each one of us, the dwelling place of God on earth!!!!!
Our New Nature Discovered (1 Peter 1:23, Lk 1:28-38)
When we looked at these scriptures we discovered the wonderful revelation that just as the Holy Spirit planted the Seed, which is Jesus in Mary, so He planted that same Seed in us when we believed

The purpose is the same in both instances, that Jesus might be manifest in the world

Peter tells us that because of our new birth we have become “partakers of the divine nature”

And it is this that makes possible the expression of Jesus through us in the “seen” realm, in the every day world

This to me is amazing


When Jesus walked the earth He could be present in only one place at a time


But because He has breathed His breath of Life into us He is now able to express Himself in a 


multitude of places at the same time through us!


That, to me, is the best description of the Christian life ever

However, because we have been raised in a “doing” religious mind set, when we think about these verses our immediate thoughts are “Just what is the divine nature that I am suppose to express, and how “do” I “do” that?
Lets look at (Gal 5:23-24)
We have always been taught about the nine separate fruits of the Spirit and that it is our responsibility to bring them forth in our life

But notice the verse says “the fruit”, singular, of the Spirit not “the fruits”, plural
This gives a total new perspective on the fruit of the Spirit

The fruit of the Spirit is like an orange – demonstrate by peeling an orange 


An Orange is one fruit but it has many segments

Those segments are not each a separate fruit but together they make up this one fruit, the orange


In the same way these nine attributes are not each one separate fruit of the Spirit but together


Just like the segments of the orange they make up to one fruit of the Spirit

These nine attributes are really a description of the nature of Jesus

He is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control


That is His nature


Now I also realize Paul was not talking about Jesus in these verse


He was speaking to you and me!
This “fruit of the Spirit” is a description of the nature of Jesus and because we became partakers of that same divine nature when we were born anew it is also a description of our new nature
It is the nature that springs forth from the “Incorruptible Seed” that was planted in us by the Holy Spirit at our new birth (1 Peter 1:23)

I am going to admit, I never fully understood the magnitude of these verses

But now I know that the fruit of the Spirit is a description of my new nature, and I am excited about it!

I always thought the nine attributes were held out as something that I should strive to bring forth in my life

But now I have come to see that they are not describing something that I am required to “do” but rather they are describing who I am!
For each of us who have believed into Jesus this is a description of who we are

It our new birth spelled out for us in nine simple words so that we can’t make a mistake about what God is saying to us

By our nature we are (Gal 5:23-24)

We “were by nature children of wrath” (Eph 2:3)

But now we have believed into Christ and (2 Cor 5:17)

The “old” that has passed away was the sinful nature we inherited from Adam and the “new” that has come is the “fruit of the Spirit” nature

The divine nature which we have received from Jesus

Because we have been raised in the “I am what I do” tradition of the “seen” realm we tend to be slow to believe that this could be true of us, especially since we don’t always act in accordance with our new nature


However, it is God who has done this glorious work in us

Now all that is required of us is the same response that Mary expressed to the awesome word that Gabriel spoke to her (Lk 1:38)
The Bondage of Tradition – A word picture
A butterfly comes out of its cocoon holding onto the branch of a tree stretching its wings in prep for it’s first flight

There is an older butterfly walking down the tree with his wings folded tightly together behind his back

The older calls out to the newer one and says “Watch out! Watch out! Don’t let go of that  branch. Those wings are not for us to use today, they were only for the earliest of butterfly times. Remember you are just a caterpillar saved by grace so you had better come with me and we will walk down the tree onto the solid ground where there’s no chance for you to fall.”

So the new butterfly obediently folded his wings behind his back and dutifully followed the older butterfly down the tree and lived out his butterfly life bound be all the limitation of the caterpillar realm.
The truth is his caterpillar nature had totally disappeared in the cocoon


The caterpillar doesn’t grow wings and become a butterfly

In the cocoon the caterpillar totally disappears and out of the substance that remains a butterfly, which is a brand new creation, comes forth

The butterfly is not just a “caterpillar saved by grace” he is a whole new creation
The old has passed away and the new has come

And now, by his new creation being, the butterfly is designed to live in a completely different “realm” than the caterpillar

By nature the caterpillar is designed for and bound to the realm of touch and with his many legs he is able to get along quite well in that realm

But with his wings the butterfly is designed for a different realm, for flying and not for “legging it out” with the caterpillars on the ground

He does have six legs so he can manage in the caterpillar realm but it is awkward for him because, by his new nature, he is a creature of another realm

When this new butterfly came forth from the cocoon he was a new creation designed to live in the realm of flight

But because be believed a lie about his nature, that he was just a “caterpillar saved by grace” he was bound to the frustration of trying to live his butterfly life by the ways of the caterpillar realm
Because he had only six legs compared to the multitude of legs of a caterpillar, walking the butterfly walk in the caterpillar realm was for him a set up for failure

So this sad young butterfly kept trying and failing and trying and failing again until we can almost hear that poor little fellow say (Rom 7:19; 24) – I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do…. Wretched Butterfly that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of defeat?
Does this sound like the same frustration that a lot of Christians are living in?

Bound to the frustration of a Romans 7 life


A life of trying to do good and failing and trying again and failing again

Why? Because they are trying to live the “butterfly” life while inwardly believing they are just a “caterpillar saved by grace”

They are trying to “do” Christian while believing they are sinners

Their life is a frustration roller coaster of never ending ups and downs

J. B. Phillips said “The greatest difference between present day Christianity and that of which we read about in the New Testament is that to us it is primarily a performance, to them it was real experience”
But now through His word we are once again being invited to believe that we truly are new creation beings in Christ

Our new nature is the very center of our being, the very essence of who we are
We are earthen vessels filled with God’s breath of Life, His divine nature, that He might express Himself through us in our everyday world

But because of our early training and the doctrines of men which we have accepted we tend to “fold our wings behind our back” in unbelief

The question that comes to mind is this, “If all of this is really true of me why doesn’t it show forth more perfectly in my daily living?”

I think to discover that answer we are going to have to walk down the “Romans Road” 


Then we are going to come back to Galatians chapter 5

