Kingdom Faith Part 22
How Can This Be?

Lk 1:28-38
As It Was With Mary

At first all of this “container” stuff sounds to far out to believe

It is way outside the “box” of our doctrinal and traditional training


But think about Gabriel’s announcement to Mary of the birth of Jesus


If anything is to far out to believe it would be what he said to her

We need to not only consider the words but also all that was happening behind the words
What impresses me is the magnitude of what the angel said to Mary and the unbelievably short time it took for him to say it and for her to accept it

This whole conversation took less than one minute

Mary wasn’t expecting a visit from and Angel so she is already out of her “box”

Then he begins to speak words to her that could in no way fit into her understanding


These things had never been spoken to anyone before and would never be spoken to anyone again


I am humbled by her “walk by faith and not by sight” response “Let it be unto me….”

This is mind-boggling

Gabriel tells Mary she is going to be the mother of the Messiah that God promised to the first Adam and then to Abraham and then through the prophets (Isa 7:14)

After all the centuries Mary, you are that virgin, you are the one who will bear that Child

“The one to be born of you will be the Son of God, the promised Messiah!!!!”

No doubt this is way outside Mary’s “seen” realm box

In her understanding it takes a man and a woman to conceive a child, and she ain’t married yet   (Lk 1:34)

She didn’t doubt that what he said would come to pass, she just didn’t understand how it could be
So Gabriel explained it (Lk 1:35)

Mary had expressed the limitations of the physical “seen” realm in which she lived and what Gabriel was saying simply did not fit into that realm
He was inviting her to participate in a realm that she couldn’t see with her natural eyes or perceive with her natural understanding

He was inviting her into a realm that she could only perceive and participate in by faith in the word of God presented to her by His messenger

Isn’t that what Kingdom faith really is……….


Her simple instantaneous response to this invitation is amazing and it is a real challenge to us

When she heard all the Angel had to say, in less than a minute and a half, she didn’t say “Let me think about it,” or “Let me talk to my Rabbi”

Without hesitation her response was (Lk 1:38)

It was not based upon the limitations of the “seen” realm in which she had walked al of her life

It was based on the “unseen” realm of faith
It was only by faith that she could receive that what God had spoken to her by the Angel was true for her personally, “right now”

So It Is With Us

Mary’s response to the Lord is an exciting example and encouragement for us to receive by faith that God’s Word is true for me no matter what the limitations of the “seen” realm would dictate

It not a matter of doctrines or teachings or of what I have always thought


The question is not “Is God’s Word true?”


The question is “Will I believe that God’s Word is true for me right now?”

Notice what Peter says in (1 Peter 1:23)

We know that the “living and abiding word of God” is Jesus Himself (Jn 1:1,14)

Here Peter is telling us that Jesus is the Seed that the Holy Spirit planted in you and me when we were born again

This is where Pentecostalism missed the true purpose of being Spirit filled


Its not just for church service jumping jacks 


Its not for emotionalism


Those things may happen


God is doing something great than that, He is planting His Life in us…….
Can you see the parallel between Gabriel’s message to Mary and Peter’s word to you and me?
His word to her – God would plant a Seed in her and through her Jesus, the Son of God, would be manifest in the “seen” realm

Peter’s word to us – God would pant a Seed in us and through us Jesus, the Son of God, would be manifest in the “seen” realm 

But what happened to Mary in the natural realm is happening now to us in the spiritual realm

Now our response to this could be based upon the limitations to the “seen” realm in which we have walked all of our life

Or we could realize that Peter is inviting us, like Gabriel invited Mary, to participate in the “unseen” realm of faith

That is to believe that what God is speaking to us is true for us personally “right now”

We may not understand how this can be but will we say like Mary, “be it unto me according to Your Word”

This is God’s invitation to us

The Holy Spirit planting in us the same Seed that He planted in Mary 2000 years ago

What an amazing reality!!!!!!!

Just as God’s purpose for planting His Seed in Mary Was to make Jesus manifest in the “seen” realm through His natural birth

So His purpose in planting the “Incorruptible Seed” in you is that Jesus might be manifest in the “seen” realm through you

Now we can say with Paul “It is no loner I who live but Christ who lives in me”

I am a container in whom God lives to express himself to His creation

As this truth settles in our perspective both of Christianity and of our daily life have to be radically altered


“Christian” is not something I do


“Christian” is what I have become!!!!!!!!!!!

I am the Don Smith, (Mat Stutzman),  expression of Jesus!!!!!!!

