Kingdom Faith Part 20
The Temptation and The Fall of Man

1 Jn 2:16

In The Garden

God’s only admonition to Adam and Eve was (Gen 2:16-17)

Satan also knew God’s word to them


And since his desires are always evil he looked for a way to cause them to disobey
Satan’s first move was to plant in Eve a seed of doubt about God’s word (Gen 3:1 – “Did God say”…?)

Eve knew very well what God had said so she quoted it to Satan


Notice his response wasn’t to argue with her about what the word meant


Instead he simply and boldly declared that God’s word was not true (Gen 3:4 –“You will not die”)

Then his most subtle and misleading lie was that she would “be like God, knowing good and evil” Gen 3:5)
What Satan was promising Eve was that she would no longer be dependent upon God for every thought and action

She would be an independent being just like God

She would be the one to decide for herself where to go and when to go and when to go there

She would be the one to decide what was good and what was evil

Up until this time Adam and Eve had been totally and freely dependent upon God for every direction and action

God was at work in them both to will and to do His good pleasure 


And they had peace and joy as they simply responded to His directions


They were His willing servants, excited by their open, free relationship with Him

They only did what they saw the Father doing


In that they were the expressions of God to His creation


They were the link between the “seen” and the “unseen” 


But Satan said to Eve (Gen 3:4-5)

Notice what his promise was, that they would no longer be dependent upon God, no longer limited to being the expression of His will and desires
If they would just believe what he was telling them, and eat the fruit,  they would become independent beings able to express their own will and desires

They would be able to decide for themselves where to go and when to go there

They would be able to judge what was good and evil

But Satan is a liar and the father of lies, so of course this promise was also a lie

Adam and Eve were not designed to be independent beings


They were created to b containers

They had no nature of their own because they were designed to express the will and desire of the one that filled them

Satan’s word “You will not die” was also a lie and to their dismay Adam and Eve found that God’s word was indeed true

When they ate of the tree the Life of God departed from them and they did die

Physically they were still alive but spiritually they were empty and dead for the Life of God had departed form them

When that happened it left a vacuum in them that had to be filled

When Adam and Eve believed the lies of the Tempter they abandoned the Life of God and His Word as the essence and authority of their lives

They accepted the authority of Satan and his word

The result, they no longer saw the forbidden fruit as something to be avoided but as something to be desired (1 Jn 2:16)

(Gen 3:6) “…when the woman saw that the tree was good for food (the lust of the flesh), and that it was a delight to the eyes (the lust of the eyes), and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise (the pride of life), she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, and he ate”
They exchanged Light for darkness, the life of God for (1 Jn 2:16)

They became Satan’s servant in “”the dominion of darkness” (Col 1:13)

As long as they were indwelt by the Life of God they were in the world but unlike the rest of creation they were not of they world
However when they sinned, that breath of Life, the divine nature, which was the means by which they participated in the “unseen” realm, departed from them 

They were no longer the expression of the Creator to his creation

As a result of their disobedience, Adam and Eve were no longer only in the world, now they were of the world like all the rest of creation

From being the perfect expression of the love and the will and desire of the Creator to His creation they were now (Eph 2:2-3)

Sadly this was not the only result of their actions (Gen 3:17-19)

In that moment “the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of him who subjected it in hope” (Rom 8:20)

Today we marvel at the glory of a sunset or the grandeur of the mountains, but they are only the remnants of the creation before the fall
We cannot imagine that awesome beauty and wonder of God’s original creation 

So it is impossible for us to comprehend the tremendous change that took place

Because of Adam’s sin the whole creation was jarred out of its pristine beauty 

Even today it is “groaning in travail” as it awaits the day when it will be set free from bondage to decay

Into The World (Gen 1:28)

Before he disobeyed Adam was the expression of the love of God to the rest of His creation and wherever Adam was there God was expressing Himself

But Adam was limited to being in one place at a time


So his expression of God was limited to the place where he was

According to His plan of creation God had commissioned Adam to “be fruitful and multiply and full the earth…”
Just as Adam and Eve were in the image of God, containers through whom He could express His love so also their children were to be containers bearing the image of God

As they multiplied and spread out across the earth they would be the expressions of God’s love 

And through them the whole creation would enjoy the same glorious fellowship with its Creator that the Garden of Eden experienced through Adam and Eve

Just one problem – Adam and Eve didn’t have children until after they had rejected God and His Life as the essence of their being and had accepted Satan and his word as their indwelling source and authority       (Gen 5:3)

Seth was not in the likeness and image of God


He was in the likeness and image of His father Adam

Like his father he was a container and so he was filled with what – brokenness, not the Life of God (Eph 2:2)

Since that time every child born into the world is a container indwelt by that same spirit

So when sons and daughters of fallen Adam increased and multiplied and spread out to cover the earth they were not the expression of God to His creation

Like their father they were now the expression of the will of Satan

Through them it was his “dominion of darkness” that spread out until it covered the whole earth and Satan became “…the ruler of this world” (Jn 12:31)

As much as we might not like to admit it as truth, until we were born anew you and I, like all men, were expressing Satan’s will into creation (Jn 8:44) “You are of the your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires”

Remember – “…we were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind” (Eph 2:3)


This is not just our way of thinking, it is our way of acting (Mk 7:21-22)

Because Satan is the epitome of all evil we tend to think that only those people who do the things that we consider to be grossly evil are of the devil

But Paul tell us that “…whatever does not proceed from faith is sin” (Rom 14:23

So even those things we did we considered “good” before we came to Jesus we “…as filthy rags” (Isa 64:6)

They may have appeared to be “good” in our eyes and in the eyes of the world 

But in reality they were the expression of the will of our father the devil because they did not proceed from faith

So we were by nature children of wrath like the rest of mankind
We were containers filled with the spirit of the world and expressing the desires of our father the devil

We were not even aware of the glorious “container” purpose for which we were created

If we had been left to ourselves we would have remained ignorant of God’s plan and purpose and our situation would haven been absolutely hopeless
“But God , who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which He love us, even when we were dead through our trespasses….” (Eph 2:4-5)

GOD HAD OTHER PLANS FOR US!!!!!!!!!!
Next week – A New Beginning
