Kingdom Faith Part 18
The Kingdom of God is Joy

John 17:13-14

Jesus is speaking of a joy that was not dependent upon circumstances, so what is the source of such a joy?

(Heb 12:1-2) – What was the joy that carried Jesus through the pain and suffering of the cross?


When Jesus looked through the cross He saw a scene that brought Him a great joy (Rev 5:9)

That scene enabled Him to Pass through the shame and pain of the cross to ultimate victory

This scene is taking place in the timelessness of the eternal throne room of God and the 24 elders are expressing heaven’s view of all that Jesus accomplished on earth

From their heavenly perspective it was already accomplished that is why it is past tense

When he cried “it is finished” from the cross the kingdom that was already a reality in the heavenlies became reality in the “seen” realm
The joy of that accomplishment was the joy that was set before Him by which He endured the cross

From the time He came into this world the vision of that kingdom prepared for the Father was the source of His joy
Because the kingdom was the source of his joy He could press through every circumstance, including the cross

The Joy of His Disciples (vs. 13)

 
The same joy which strengthened Jesus is what He imparted to His disciples

For 3.5 years Jesus had been sharing, teaching, and demonstrating the kingdom of God

Then after the resurrection He comes and does a 40 day seminar on the kingdom again (Acts 1:3)
But their minds were still clouded by the ways and thinking of this world, notice their response (Acts 1:6)

They were still thinking of an earthly kingdom


It wasn’t until after Pentecost that they remembered what Jesus had taught them 



Suddenly all those parables, teaching, and demonstrations came alive inside of them



They became consumed with the same kingdom vision that had energized Jesus


Jesus said (vs. 13) 

Now “these things” became real to them and they experienced the “my joy” He had promised them

This is what they passed on to the first Christians in Jerusalem and it is what kept the early church growing in the middle of such opposition and persecution
What do you think would happen in peoples lives if we were to pass the joy of the Lord on to them instead of religion?........

The Joy of the Apostle Paul (2 Cor 11:24-27)

When you read that do you ever think about what it was that helped him overcome all of it?

I will show you what he said it was that helped him overcome it all (2 Cor 4:17-18)



Remember Jesus said the kingdom is “not of this world,” its unseen

Paul was living in this “seen” world but it was the reality of the joy of the “unseen” world that gave him strength


Notice how Paul described his ministry (Gal 1:11-12)


This is amazing because he didn’t travel with Jesus like the others did



The gospel he preached came as a direct revelation from Jesus



And at the end of his life, during his imprisonment (Acts 28:30-31)


Like Jesus, the driving force in Paul’s life was the kingdom
And like Jesus it was the joy of that kingdom that kept him through the trials and suffering

It was the joy of a completed kingdom to present to the Father that strengthened him

The source of the joy that enabled Jesus to press through the cross was the vision of a completed kingdom prepared for the Father

When He said “seek first the kingdom of God” He was inviting us to discover the true purpose for  our lives
He wants us to be consumed with that same vision

When that becomes a reality in our lives there will be an inner joy, the joy of the Lord that transcends the circumstances of this “seen” world

It will be a joy that will carry us through whatever trials may come our way as we proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God
