Kingdom Faith Part 17
The Foundation for Peace

Heb 2:6-9

What a heavy weight is lifted from us when we come to know and believe that we are the righteousness of God

That gives us confidence to begin to move away from a doing mentality (Heb 4:9-10)


We can enter into His rest knowing that we have a righteousness that comes form God


This is a righteousness that doesn’t depend on our “doing” but on what He has done!!!!

With that settled into our hearts we are going to look to the next Kingdom Faith reality, which Paul says, is peace, like the reality of our righteousness, it is not of this world

God is in Control

The basic truth that is the foundation on which the peace of God rests is found in the book of Hebrews


In fact, without this revelation there can be no real peace 

In Hebrews is where we learn that it is God who is in control of every detail of every circumstance that touches our lives

Notice the strong emphasis placed on His authority and control (Heb 2:8)

3 times the Holy Spirit brings our attention to the absolute subjection of everything under the feet of Jesus 


Twice the Holy Spirit says everything is under His feet

And just to make sure we are clear about “everything” He says “nothing” is out of His control


“Everything” and “nothing” are all inclusive words

There can be no doubt that Jesus is Lord over every detail of every circumstance in both the seen and unseen realms

The problem is it doesn’t always look to us like everything is under His control

Usually that is because we are judging things to be good or bad according to how they affect our plans

Illustrate the difference between us getting caught outside in the rain and getting soaked and a farmer standing outside when it starts to rain after a drought… 

One is upset for getting wet 

The other praises God while He stands in what he sees as God’s blessing


God knows that we judge things as good or bad from an earthly perspective



Because we put ourselves as the center of the universe

So God speaks to us from that perspective to make it plain that He is in control of everything (Isa 45:7)

What God is doing is inviting us to perceive things from His point of view, really that what God has been doing with this whole study,  look at (Isa 45:3)
He says even the things which appear to be darkness, things the world would say is evil, we will find a treasure if we will look for 

He has hidden it there for those who will look (Rom 8:28)

Job

Most believe that those things which come from God are good and the things that are bad come from the devil


Certainly Satan and his angles are called … “the world rulers of this present darkness…” Eph 6:12

But it is Jesus who has established every rule and authority and all are subject to Him                 (Col 1:15-16)

God dealing with Job is a great example of this

Notice Satan didn’t come to God and say he was going after Job

No, it was God’s idea (Job 1:8-12)


What a powerful revelation to know that the same hedge that was around Job is around you…..



Satan has no access to you unless God gives him permission as He did in Job’s case

Pay attention too, while Satan had permission to touch Job, he could only do what God allowed

This will blow your mind…… everything that we would consider to be evil that happened in Job’s life came from the hand of his loving Father, even though Satan was the instrument
The same is true for you

Nothing can touch your life except it come by permission of the hand of your loving Father

Even though Satan may be the instrument that God uses he cannot touch you except by the Father’s permission!

Joseph

Joseph’s life proves to us that God is in control of everything

We would judge all that happened to Joseph as one evil thing after another



First his brothers him in a pit



Then they sold him into slavery



Then he was falsely accused of rape by Potiphar’s wife and put in prison, that’s evil…

Yet in all of these “terrible” situations Joseph was an overcomer in each case

What was it that enabled Joseph to walk in such victory?


It was his absolute confidence that it was God who was at work in everything that came his way!!!

Joseph had a vision that was bigger than his circumstances and he was absolutely confident that God was in control of each circumstance

So he entered into each situation with the expectation that God was working in it to bring to pass His purpose

It was purpose bigger than him and his circumstances (Gen 45:4-8)

3 times he says “God sent me”


What about you? Do you have that same confidence?


And if you don’t could that be the reason you aren’t experiencing the peace of God?


Notice Joseph’s brothers perspective was negative too



They assumed Joseph would treat them like they treated him



But Joseph said (Gen 50:19-20)…… “but God meant it for good” WOW!!!!!

He considered all the things which we would judge to be evil and said “God meant it for good”

His attention was on God and not himself, so he understood the things that happened to him were a part of God’s plan to save his family and fulfill the promise of God to Abraham

Jesus

We judge the crucifixion of Jesus as the greatest of all evils, but it was the work of our loving heavenly Father (Acts 2:23)

Peter was pointing at the people who were the instruments of the crucifixion, but he says it was God’s plan

(Acts 4:27-28) God planned it!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Peter understood and believed that nothing touched Jesus except it came through the will of His Father


They were living their lives and viewing their circumstances from this perspective

And God is inviting you and I to live our lives and view our circumstances from that same perspective 

Look at God promise to us in (1 Cor 10:13)

A temptation is a test


But here the Holy Spirit is speaking of something far bigger than just the temptation to do wrong

I believe Him to be saying that God will not allow anything to come into you life that He has not already prepared you to withstand

God will never let anything come into your life that is greater than the faith He has worked in your heart so you will always be able to stand

The faith that God has placed in your heart will always be bigger than the circumstance He allows in your life
God is in absolute control of every detail that comes into your life

So you can know that the faith He has worked in you is sufficient for you to meet and to overcome every test or temptation that He sends into you life

This then is the foundation for knowing and experiencing the “not of this world” peace of  God’s “not of this world” kingdom

When we are absolutely established in the truth that God is in control of every detail of every circumstance in our live we are prepared to know and abide in His glorious peace
