Kingdom Faith Part 16
The Righteousness That Comes From God

1 Jn 3:4-10 
But What About….
Many times when we hear this message, that righteousness comes from God and does not depend on our actions our response is to deny it and try to disprove it

One portion of scripture that comes to my mind is 1 John 3


From this it seems that John is saying that anyone who commits a sin is a child of the devil

If that is really what he is saying then none of us is a child of God, because all of us have sinned since we were born again

Taking that into consideration with how He opens this book (1 Jn 1:8-10), we see John was aware that born again believers could, and would, commit sins

How do we reconcile these two portions of scripture? Its easy….


In Chapter 3 John was speaking of the direction of a person’s life

If the direction of someone’s life is more and more toward sin then that person is demonstrating that they are not born again

On the other hand, if the direction of a person’s life is moving more and more toward righteousness, that is an outward indication of the inner righteousness they possess in Christ

*What John is writing about here is the flow of ones life, the outworking of their inner reality
How exciting it is to realize that the inner work of our righteousness is already complete in Him                 (2 Cor 5:21)

Even though we know the outward expression of that inner righteousness is still a work in progress, our inner righteousness is complete in Him
Why do you think Paul included a list of moral virtues and conduct in several of his epistles?


Not to serve as a list of rules that we strive to bring forth by our own efforts
In each case the first part of the epistle serves as groundwork of the new creation that we have become

These list of moral virtues and conduct are guidelines for us as our inner righteousness works out in our daily lives

Then Why Do I Still……
If all of this is true then why doesn’t it show forth more perfectly in my daily living? (Rom 7:19)


Simply put…..unbelief!

Unbelief more than anything keeps the truth of who we are and what we have become in Christ from being demonstrated in our lives!!!
So what is the answer? (Col 3:16)


(Heb 4:9-10)
When, and only when, you believe the Word of God about righteousness will you truly enter into rest
The Sabbath is not about a day it is about a person, Jesus!!!!!!

When you understand this is truly when you will cease from your labors

Illustrate: If I get down on my hands and knees and bark like a dog, does that make me a dog?


No! I am a man and that is my nature, I am just not expressing my true nature barking like a dog


If I did that I would be acting contrary to my real nature, but my nature hasn’t changed

In the same way, God has made a new nature in us of His righteousness; I am the righteousness of Christ!!!!! That is my true nature.


If I sin then I am acting against my nature


Listen the truth never changes – facts change, but the truth doesn’t ever change


The truth is when I got save I became the righteousness of God through Jesus

If I sin that is a fact, correct?.............

But the truth hasn’t changed; I am a righteous person who has committed and unrighteous act

The sin I have committed is a fact and that fact must be recognized and dealt with

It is the work of the Holy Spirit to convict me of sin, which He will do, and when He does my response must be to repent and to confess the sin (1 Jn 1:9)
The sin I committed was a fact, but once I have confessed that fact and repented of it, it is gone because God has forgiven me from it
But the truth, my righteousness in Christ never changed


Remember the saying “God said it, I believe it, that settles it.”



It a neat saying, but its not really correct



If God said that settles it, whether I believe it or not!

But when you believe that what God says is true you will begin to participate in the truth of what He says

We must begin to believe we are the righteousness of God through Christ if we are going to participate in living a righteous life

That is when we really start living in Kingdom Faith, participating in the kingdom that is not of this world

Don’t forget that Jesus told His disciples the word of the kingdom would bring persecution (Matt 13:21) and also that the world would hate them (Jn 17:14)

And Paul said “through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22)


As you more and more express the truth of the “not of this world” kingdom righteousness



People of the world are not going to understand it

Fellow believers who are still bound by an “I am what I do” mentality will not understand it

They are going to oppose you and ridicule you


Your faith in this “Kingdom Faith” message will surely be tested


But never fear (1 Cor 10:13)
