Kingdom Faith Part 15
The Kingdom of Heaven Is

The Righteousness That Comes From God

Rom 10:1-10

If Paul had been writing about me he very well could have said “I bear Don witness that he has a zeal for God but unfortunately it is not enlightened; for being ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God he is seeking to establish his own righteousness by his good actions and so he isn’t submitting to God’s righteousness”
Paul says that the Jews were ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and that was a new thought for me

See, here is the way we live – because of God’s love for us and what He has done we live as if righteousness is suppose to come from us - as a response to God’s great love
If we live that way then you have to understand that is the way we read the scriptures, with a mindset of owing God something

So that is why, while I know salvation is free I may still live as if I have to “do” something to be righteous 

But now we are beginning to see that righteousness in not dependent on what I “do”, but is totally dependent on what God has done!
It could actually seem as if the Scriptures have been rewritten, but they haven’t, we are just reading them now with a renewed mind
Look at (Rom 5:17) – If, because of one man’s trespass, death reigned through the one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ
We have always rejoiced that our salvation was totally a free gift from God because of Christ’s sacrifice and was not in any way dependent on us or our actions but was all His doing 

(Rom 6:23) – the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord 
But what I need to understand is that in Romans 5:17 Paul is saying that my righteousness is just a much a free gift as my salvation and it is in no way dependent on my actions
It’s a free gift and so, like salvation, it is all His doing

In Romans 4:3 Paul ask a question – “what does the scripture say?”
The question isn’t what did you learn from your father or from your teacher or from church doctrine – the real question is “What does the scripture say?”

The Scripture says that righteousness is a free gift that comes from God so that it is all of Him and is in no way dependent on our “doing”
Remember this is being said by a man who had this for his resume (Phil 3:5-6) – 

That is pretty impressive, especially the last statement – “as to righteousness under the law blameless”

But he goes on to say (Phil 3:7-9) – 

As a Pharisee he would have been constantly on guard to be sure that he was keeping every jot and tittle of the law


And apparently he did a good job of it because he said before the law he was blameless


Who of us could dare even to begin to make that statement….

But when he came to know Jesus he realized that all of his righteousness were as filthy rags      (Isa 64:6) 

And so he cast them all aside in order that he might be found in Christ

Not having a righteousness of his own based on his “doings”

And there, in Christ, he discovered this awesome truth, that there is a righteousness “…which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith….” (Phil 3:9)

This is the kingdom truth Jesus was talking about when he said “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you (Matt 6:33)
It is no longer a matter of striving to work out a righteousness based on keeping rules and laws 


It is simply a matter of believing that what God says is true is true of me


It is simply receiving “the righteousness from God that depends on faith”
This is a clear distinction between Christianity and all other religions

Christianity is the only religion that proclaims the wonderful truth of a righteousness that comes from God and does not depend on man’s actions

How Can This Be?

When the angle told Mary she would have a son she asked “how can this be?”

What if her question wasn’t born out of doubt? What if she just didn’t understand?


What if it was an “X” outside of her box?

As we listen to this word about righteousness maybe we find ourselves asking the same question, “how can this be?”

We don’t doubt that it is true, we see it in the scriptures


But I am not sure we understand how it could be, maybe its and “X” outside of our box


We are not like Mary and have an angle here to explain it to us


But we do have the Holy Spirit whom Jesus said would lead us into all truth

(2 Cor 5:21) – “For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God”

Jesus not only bore our sins, the Father made him to be sin
The Father made Him the very embodiment of the entire sin nature that had been passed down through all the generations since Adam


That is why Jesus asked the Father from the cross why he had forsaken Him

So forsaken by the Father, rejected by men, Jesus died as the very embodiment of the sinful nature 


There is no way that we can comprehend the terrible agony that Jesus suffered on the cross



But out of His suffering and death came, not only the forgiveness for our sins



But also the glorious reality of a righteousness that comes from God


The truth has always been here in 2 Cor 5:21



It is not a new truth, now its just a fresh revelation, now it leaps off the page 



WHEN I BELIEVED INTO JESUS I BECAME THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD!!!



Righteousness is what I have become, it is who I am, it is not the result of what I do!
What a powerful revelation – righteousness is not the result of labor, it is the result of our relationship with the Father through Jesus (1 Cor 1:30) 
What the modern day believers needs to understand is that Jesus Himself is our righteousness in the same way that He is our redemption!

Our righteousness is not what we do, IT IS A PERSON!!!!!!


And He is the one person who never changes and will never leave us (Heb 13:5)

No longer do you have to wonder if you have done enough to be counted righteous for righteousness Himself has come to make His home in us
Before the fall of Adam, man was a pure and clean container so God could fill him with His own Life and Adam was complete in Him


Adam sinned and was no longer a pure container so God could no longer abide in him

Adam was still a container filled with sinful nature


That is the kind of container and contents he passed on to his children (Gen 5:3)



Since that time every child born int the world has carried that same sinful likeness



It has been passed all the way down to you and I (Eph 2:3)


When Jesus became the embodiment of sin He became the container for sin


All of the sin of the world was placed in that container 



When He died (Rom 6:10)

Certainly Jesus died for our sins (plural) so that in Him we have forgiveness for those sins 
But here Paul says that He died to sin (singular), that is He died to the sin nature that had been passed down all the way from Adam

(Rom 6:5-6)

All of this became true for you the moment you believed into Jesus (Phil 3:9)
God accomplished the glorious reality of your righteousness through the death of Jesus on the cross and His glorious resurrection

He made you to be His righteousness, and that is who you are!

We need to respond to this word the way Mary did (Lk 1:38)

Then we will find ourselves participating in everyday life from a different realm

From the “not of this world” kingdom realm of Jesus!!!!
