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· Kingdom Faith Part 14
· The Kingdom of God Defined

· Rom 14:17
· Since beginning this study of seeking the kingdom of God I have been reading the New Testament with a new vision

· 
What I have been struck with is the centrality of the gospel of the kingdom

· 
But also what I have noticed is, in the gospels, there is no definition of the kingdom of God
· 
Jesus constantly made reference to the kingdom, He never said the kingdom of Heaven is

· 

He always said the kingdom of Heaven is like…..
· 


A treasure in a field

· 


A merchant seeking fine pearls

· 


A grain of mustard seed

· 


Leaven which a woman hide in three measures of meal

· So the question keeps rising up, “Just exactly what is this kingdom of heaven that we are seeking?”

· John 18 gives us the first inkling of a definition (Jn 18:36)

· This doesn’t seem like a lot to go on, but at least we know that what we are seeking is not a part of this taste, touch, feel and see world that we live in

· Romans finally gives us a definition

· 
The kingdom of God is…righteousness, peace, and joy, and serving Christ

· But reading these verses and knowing that Jesus said His kingdom is not of this world, then this righteousness, peace, and joy and service Paul is talking about are also not of this world!
· So a true definition of righteousness, peace, and joy will not be found in worldly definitions

What we have to realize is that our understanding of righteousness is very much of this world because it is inseparably linked to my actions in this world

We have come to understand that peace and joy are dependent on the circumstances that surround us in this world
What God is trying to do in this word is challenge us to step outside of our “box” 

To leave our comfort zone of traditions and experiences 

And to let the Holy Spirit lead us into a new understanding of the righteousness, peace, and joy that are His kingdom

Pressing In
There is a truth in His Word that God is making a “present truth” to our generation in a way that He has not done in previous generations (Matt 10:7) (Matt 11:12)

These words were certainly true for the children of Israel

When they came up to the Jordan River and prepared to press into the Land they were indeed men of violence, the took the land by force, physical violence
These words are true for us today, but for us “men of violence” are those who believe that God’s Word is true for themselves personally and the “force” by which they “take” the kingdom is their faith

They had to cross the Jordan and by physical force press into the Land


But for us, the victory has been won through the life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus!


It’s not a matter of physically forcing our way into the kingdom

It’s a matter of us believing into what He has already done, “transferred us to the kingdom of His dear Son” (Col 1:13), 

He has already “made us to sit with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:6)
The Israelites were unable to enter the land because of unbelief; they allowed their attention to be captured by the giants and the walled cities

The circumstances and cares of the world caused them to not believe God’s promise to give them the Land

For you and I the challenge is the same

There is a thin veil of unbelief that keeps us from fully participating in the kingdom into which we have already been transferred

As long as we allow our attention to be captured by the circumstances and cares of the world, our personal giants and walled cities, we will continue to stand on the other side of the Jordan, afraid to leave the false security of our “box”

We must be like Paul (Col 3:2-1)

God is opening up a fresh revelation to us about His kingdom and inviting us to participate in it with Him


He has (Col 1:13)


He has (Eph 2:6)


His call is (Rom 12:2)

The Kingdom of God is Righteousness

The Righteousness of the World


The way most Christian’s live their life is as if they are less than righteous
Its not that their life is so terribly evil, outwardly our ways are probably more than exemplary both in the community and in church 

But we don’t really consider ourselves worthy of the label “righteous”



Lets take a few steps back and think about why we feel this way
We live in a society that judges us as “good” or “bad” based on our actions so we have come to judge ourselves that same way

The bottom line is we believe we are what we do

If I do good I am good, if I do bad then I am bad

So righteousness then depends on my “doing”



This way of thinking actually started in the beginning at the fall of man


In creating Adam God moved in three steps




First, He made a container … “then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground”
Second, He filled that container with His own life … “and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life”

Third, “man became a living being” (Gen 2:7)
Word life here is the same word used as the Tree of Life, so they were containers filled with the life of God
Through them God was expressing Himself to and ruling over his creation as the simply went about “being”

Adam was living in a free and open relationship with their indwelling Creator, at one with Him and with His creation

They were not concerned with “doing” righteousness

They were righteous because of the Life in them

Their outward righteousness was simply the expression of the Nature of the Righteous One who dwelt in them
Notice the last verse before Satan came to tempt them (Gen 2:25)

They were not thinking of themselves


They were simply being the expression of their inner Life




Notice the first verse after they sinned (Gen 3:7) suddenly everything had changed




They were still containers and they were still living beings

But the Life was gone and with it their right standing, the righteousness before their Creator

Now because the inner righteousness was gone, they could only see the outward, the flesh and they were ashamed of it

The Life of the Creator was gone and with it the righteousness that had come from that indwelling Life

They realized they were no longer acceptable to God


Their first thought was to “do” something to make themselves acceptable


They did the best they could but knew it wasn’t good enough


From that moment on they began to live in fear of God

When Adam sinned it introduced a whole new attitude toward relationship with God

They reality of righteousness through the Life of God had been lost


Immediately it turned to a works hoping to salvage righteousness by action

This “what must we do?” thought was their first reaction
And this has been the central cry of mankind ever since the Garden experience
In every culture it is there is an expression of this


Its lead to all kind of rituals, sacrifices, incantations, rules, shrines, temples

All of this is man’s attempt to somehow make himself acceptable to God


We have come to believe that my acceptance depends on my behavior

This way of thinking has not only affected the way we judge others but ourselves too

When I was little if I did good things my parents said I was a good boy


If I did bad things they said I was a bad boy


So I grew up with the understanding that “I am what I do”


I have learned that my acceptance is based on my performance


When I started school the same standard applied



If I did what the teacher wanted – gold star



If I broke the rules – black mark



I was considered good or bad on the basis of gold stars or black marks


That same pattern continued into adult life…..

I had been so indoctrinated with the world’s definition of righteousness that when I became a Christian and age 20 I simply brought that definition along with me

But now God was in the place of my parents and teachers and my boss


If I keep the rules I am a good boy, a bad boy when I don’t

I was projecting my “I am what I do” standard of righteousness onto God and as a result I walked under a constant cloud of condemnation

The truth is most Christians live this way, not just me





God wants to renew our minds





This is why so many Christians are living under the burden of “unrighteousness”

This “I am what I do” mentality is a works based life to try to gain and maintain a righteous standing before God in our everyday life

This is the basic teaching in most churches “Jesus gave His life for you, not the least you can do is live your life for Him

So the burden of living the Christian life begins


The burden of being a good witness

The burden of being righteous before the Lord is placed squarely upon the shoulders of the believer

And it is based on your performance in the world which always leads to a Romans 7 life of “I do not the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do…. Wretched man that I am!” (Rom 7:19,24)


God wants to free you from that!!!!!!!!


(Have every one stand and pray for freedom from this “I am what I do” mentality)



Next week we will talk about The Righteousness That Comes From God

