Kingdom Faith Part 13
The Challenge

Heb 4:2

Thinking outside the box……(draw a square, put and X in the middle)


The X is you, square is the box you live in

The sides of the box are the traditions and rules you have been taught, the top and the bottom are your experiences

This box is your comfort zone, and you naturally tend to reject anything that doesn’t fit into your box

Now draw and X outside the box – I want to challenge you to think outside of YOUR box

I believe that this, Kingdom Faith message, is God’s present word to His Body


He is bring a fresh revelation of His “not of this world” kingdom to His people


And for most of us it is an “X” well outside of our comfortable religious box


I hope we will let the Lord challenge us to think outside of this box



Not to look outside the Bible



But to consider the Scripture outside of our traditional way of looking at them

The Challenge to the Israelites of Canaan

When the Israelites came to the promise land, they were faced with a challenge



Was God’s promise to Abraham a present word for them

Remember just before the spies went in God said (Num 13:1-2) 1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler among them. 


This was not a new promise to them; they had been repeating it over and over for generations 

But here in this place God was making that familiar word a “present truth” for this generation

They were responsible not only to receive the word as true, but to act on it
To act on it in a way that had not been required of the generations that had been before

The Challenge to the Jews at the Time of Jesus

The Jews of Jesus’ day had been looking forward to the coming of the Messiah for centuries


They truly believed that the promise of His coming was God’s word to His people



This promise had been passed down from generation to generation



So from the least to the greatest they all could repeat the story from memory

But when John the Baptist pointed to Jesus and said (Jn 1:29) Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world
That which had been a wonderful promise to the generations before became a “present truth” for this generation

Now they were required to respond to the word of promise in a way that had not been required of those previous generations
They, like we, were faced with an “X” that was outside of their box

Unfortunately, like their forefathers in the wilderness, this generations was so bound up in their box of traditions and experience that the great majority of them rejected God’s purpose for their lives in favor of the comfort and security of their “box”
The Challenge From Then Until Now

In the days following the death and resurrection of Jesus the early church grew and prospered 

In the middle of tremendous trials and great persecution the Word of God spread throughout the Roman Empire

Then about 300AD The Roman Emperor Constantine became a Christian and all at once Christianity became a state religion

As a result the church began to lean on the arm of the state instead of the Holy Spirit

That caused the church to drift towards the ways of the world as the world slid into the Dark Ages
And so over the next few centuries the life of the early church was buried under a mountain of man made rules

It was so bad that by the 16th century there was only a shadow of the real life remaining


Then God started to move in a pattern of restoration that is continuing right up until today
In the 1500’s the Reformation brought a fresh revelation of the truth of salvation by grace through faith in the shed blood of Jesus

It wasn’t a new revelation, God was just bring a fresh revelation to a truth that had been buried

Through the leaders of the Reformation, Martin Luther ect…., God was making this word to be a “present truth” to that generation as it had not been to the ones before


So the church of that day was faced with an “X” outside the box


Which brought the same challenge from God that had faced the Israelites 

“Do you believe that My Word of salvation by grace through the shed blood of Jesus is true for you personally right now?”

History tells us that most church people of that day were so steeped in their traditions, so caught up in their religious “box” that only a small minority responded to God’s challenge
Those who chose not to follow God’s word turned against those who did

Around 1900 the Lord moved again and brought a fresh revelation of the words of Jesus (Acts 1:5) “you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit”

So this word became “present truth” for that generation

But again as in the past most wouldn’t come out of their traditional “box” where they felt secure

And once again those who did move with God persecuted those who did

The slavery generation of the Israelites in Egypt were required to pass on the word of the Promised Land from generation to generation but they were not required to walk it out

Its been that way from then until now

Each generation has been faced with a fresh revelation from the Lord, a “present truth” that was outside of their box

This revelation required them to move with the Lord beyond what had been required of the generation that had gone before

Not every generation is given a special “present truth” to walk in
But every generation must ask the Lord this question, “Is there a truth in Your Word that You are wanting to make “present truth” for our generation?”
Is there a truth in the Scriptures that God is opening up to us and requiring us to respond to in a way that He would not have required of generations before?

If there is, then there is the “X” outside of our box and we are living in wonderful exciting times with opportunities and requirements that no other generation has faced

The Lord’s Provision

We know that every provision was made for the Israelites to enter into the Promised Land


Set free from the power of Pharaoh by the blood of the Lamb (Jesus)
Separated from Egypt by the cloud that passed over (Holy Spirit) them and the sea (water baptism)

Today, through the life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus, the provision that was made in type for them has been made for us in Him

He has provided all we need to enter into the “not of this world” kingdom

We are set free from slavery to Satan in the world by the blood of Jesus (1 Peter 1:18-19) 18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: 

We are baptized into Him (Gal 3:27) 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

And He baptizes with the Holy Spirit (Jn 1:33) 33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost

Jesus made this very plain when He was talking to Nicodemus (Jn 3:2-3) 2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 


Jesus is not teaching about a salvation experience as if it were an end in itself


He presents the new birth as means to seeing the kingdom of God

Jesus is being very clear about the need for all three of these things in our life – new birth, water baptism, and baptism in the Holy Spirit


He is not saying we should seek after them for the blessings that they are in themselves


But he is explaining the importance of all three to enter the kingdom


When we realize what they are then and only then will we rejoice in them

The challenge is will I believe His Word concerning His “not of this world” kingdom is true for me today?
We can say we do, but when it comes down to actually living our lives on the basis of that word, will we be like the Israelites or like Joshua & Caleb?

Will we interpret God’s word with a slavery mind set, or as men and women who have been set free and every provision made for us to enter in

Do walled cities and giants seem more real to us than God’s Word?


How could Israel ever miss what God was doing in them and through them?



He worked mighty signs and wonders for them

He did this to show them that He was indeed the One who controlled the “facts” of the “seen” realm from His unseen “not of this world” kingdom

But when push came to shove, in spite of all God had done, they opted for the familiar

The same is true today just as it as been in every generation form then until now

Most don’t receive the “present truth” and so miss the purpose for which God has chosen them for before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4) 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 
Notice Paul warned us (1 Cor 10:11) 11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 


Don’t opt for the familiar and comfortable

(Heb 4:2) 2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 

