Kingdom Faith Part 12
A Not of This World Kingdom

Col 3:1-2; 2 Cor 4:18
Paul tells us we can learn a lot from considering God’s dealing with His people in the Old Testament        (1 Cor 10:11)
With this in mind lets thinks about how He dealt with them

He set them free from being slaves of Pharaoh and brought them out of Egypt
Remember after the Flood and the scattering of the Tower of Babel God chose Abraham to be the one through whom He would continue His plan

He took Abraham to Canaan and said (Gen 3:17) And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 

God renewed this promise to Isaac & Jacob so Canaan became known as the “Promised Land”
Later God moved Jacob and his family to Egypt during the time that Joseph was Pharaoh’s chief officer and there the Israelites prospered and multiplied greatly

Joseph dies and another Pharaoh arose who didn’t know Joseph and made all the Israelites salves

This continued for 400 years until God sent Moses to deliver His people from their bondage

For 400 years God’s word of promise to Abraham about the Promised Land was their one hope for the future and it was passed down from generation to generation 

But as the years passed by God’s promise became less of a living hope and more of a traditional religious story to them
They could relate the stories of how God dealt with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob but their expectation of that coming to pass in their lifetime had faded away

Although they continued to tell the story to their children, in time they became just that, Bible stories that were not “living truth to them

That is exactly where many Christians live today…….

After all these years of slavery they only thought of themselves as slaves and not as children of Abraham and so they lived and acted like slaves of Pharaoh
But for the generation that was alive when God sent Moses to Pharaoh, that promise, the possibility of actually entering the land, became a “present truth”
Unlike all those generations before, this generation was now required to respond to that word, not just as a future promise, but as God’s personal active word for them today
That is where we are today………

This was not a new truth that they were facing

But for them it was a present tense challenge to enter by faith into the reality of the truth they had been repeating for generations

Sound familiar?............


Through Moses, God moved mightily on their behalf
And when Pharaoh (a picture of Satan) refused to let them go God sent the angel of death to destroy the first born throughout all Egypt

The Israelites were instructed to take a lamb without spot (a picture of Jesus) and kill it and put the blood of the door post of the house and the angel of death would pass over the house covered by the blood


Then Moses led the people out of Egypt (a picture of the world) and down to the Red Sea



There the cloud (a picture of the Holy Spirit) passed over them

When Moses held out his rod the waters of the Red Sea parted in front of them so they passed through the Sea on dry ground (a picture of water baptism) (1 Cor 10:1-2) Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 

2 And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 

Theses Israelites that had been set free by the blood of the Passover lamb experienced two baptisms


The cloud (Holy Spirit baptism)


The Sea (water baptism)
So for us they are a picture of the blood bought, water baptized, and Spirit baptized believers 

It is important to understand that these three things, the blood the water and the Spirit were all preparation they needed form God to be able to enter the Promised Land

Notice when Moses came to the land (Num 13:1-2) 1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 

2 Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler among them

Just before they went in to spy out the land God told them He already had given it to them

This was God’s way of making a personal promise to them; He said “I give you this land”
It was on this promise that they set out to spy out the land

When the spies came back after 40 days of surveying the land ten of them, all who were leaders of their tribes, were still living like slaves to Pharaoh

They were still bound to the “seen” realm in which they had lived all of their lives

Because they chose to walk be sight and not by faith they were only able to see the “facts” as they appeared to the natural eyes

As a result they brought back a bad report that the giants and fortified cites were too big for them to conquer (Num 13:31) 31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we. 


Joshua and Caleb however believed that God meant what He said


That His promise was true for them personally and also for all the people



They seen the same giants and walled cities as the other 10

But in spite of how things appeared in the “seen” realm, they looked at it with the eyes of faith

And from the “unseen” realm of believing that God means what He says they saw a land that was just waiting for them to enter and to occupy
Notice what they said to the people (Num 14:7-9) 7 And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land. 8 If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. 9 Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the Lord is with us: fear them not. 

These people they were talking to were the same people who had seen God deliver them from Egypt in a powerful way


They had been set free from slavery under the power of Pharaoh by the blood of the lamb


They had been separated from Egypt by the cloud and the sea

These three, the blood, the water, and the Spirit were all the provision they needed form God in order to enter and occupy the Promised Land

Yet that generation never made it into the Land! Why not?

What was it that kept them form fulfilling the purpose for which God had chosen them to be His people and brought them up out of Egypt? 

It was because they did not believe that the word, which God had spoken to them, was really true for them “right now”

They knew God’s promise to Abraham


They could quote the story of the promise that was given


But they didn’t believe that this word was true for them personally right at that time
(Heb 3:18-19) 18 And to whom sware he that they should not enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 

What a sad ending to their miraculous escape from Egypt

They needed nothing more from God to enter and possess the Land and bring fulfillment to God’s wonderful promise to Abraham

All that was required of them was that they would believe that this Word was true for them in their lives “right now”

They had been freed from Pharaoh and separated from Egypt by the power of God – but their minds were not renewed
When Joshua and Caleb spoke words of life and promise to them from the “unseen” realm of faith they were still so bound by the slavery perspective of life that (Num 14:10) 10 But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the Lord appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of Israel. 
They were still God’s people but they had missed the purpose for which He had chosen them and brought them out for

And yet, even though they had rejected His promise and had missed His purpose for themselves, God did not reject them
Instead He provided for them and kept them for 40 years as they wondered in the wilderness

All of those years they never asked (Matt 6:31-32) 31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 

32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 

They had manna every day and water form the Rock, their clothes didn’t wear out, they didn’t get sick

But none of them except Joshua and Caleb entered the Land (Heb 3:19) 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 

They simply didn’t believe that God’s word was true for them personally right at that moment
Another Realm (Col 3:1-2; 2 Cor 4:18)
When we read these verses we just nod our head in approval and go right on reading not thinking that they might have real meaning for our everyday life

We are so busy trying to keep up with all the things we can “see” that the idea of looking at “unseen” things just doesn’t seem to have any practical meaning for our daily life
I am not saying that we doubt that these verses are indeed God’s word

But most of the time our way of life clearly demonstrates that we don’t really believe that they apply to us personally at the present moment

We are raised in a world that considers the things we can see and smell and taste and touch to be the “real” world
So when we get saved we bring this “what you can see is reality” way of thinking with us into our Christian life
The reason for this, I believe, is that so much of what we have come to accept as “Christian” is based on the mistaken understanding that what we encounter in the physical realm is the “real” world

The kingdom of God, which is presented in the Scriptures, is a kingdom that is not of this “seen” realm, a kingdom that is not of this world (Jn 18:36) 36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 

When Jesus says “seek first the kingdom of God” He is not speaking of an earthly, “seen” realm kingdom

He is speaking of a kingdom that is not bound by or limited to the things we can perceive and know by our senses

It is a “not of this world kingdom”

How did Jesus teach the disciples to pray? (Matt 6:10) “Thy kingdom come….On Earth as it is in heaven”
For years we have learned to pray this prayer without fully understanding what we are praying

Thy kingdom come….on earth as it is in heaven

We are proclaiming the reality of a “not of this world” kingdom
A kingdom that already exists and is complete in the “unseen” heavenly realm

As this perspective begins to become more a reality in our lives it will change the way we have been living our Christian lives
This is what the Bible is talking about when it says “let your mind be renewed by the water of the washing of the Word”

How we have been just like those Israelites in Exodus, who had been set free by the blood and separated from the world by the water and the Spirit and yet lived as though they were still slaves bound by the ways of Egypt
The picture we receive from Exodus is intended to reveal far more to us than we have previously seen

Egypt is a picture of the world but the kingdom, which the Israelites were called to enter, was not in Egypt 

If they were to participate in the kingdom to which they were called they would have to leave Egypt
What they walked out in the “seen” realm was written down for our learning so that we will (2 Cor 5:7) “walk by faith not by sight”

Now when we hear Jesus say “But seek first the kingdom of god and His righteousness….” we know He is not speaking of this “seen” realm

He is speaking of His “not of this world” kingdom like the Promised Land of O.T., is waiting for us to seek it and find it

If we, like Joshua & Caleb, will believe that God’s word is true for me personally today we will be able to fully participate in the awesome reality of His “not of this world” kingdom
