
Kingdom Faith Part 2

What Must We Do Part 2

Jn 6:22-29

The Way of Being and the Word of God

After being in the ministry for the last 15 years I have come to a startling realization

Although Christians believe that the Bible is truly God’s Word, and that the scriptures are inspired by God and are true, most don't believe that they are true for them personally

They can quote Bible verse for other people, but when it comes to living their life, they are forever falling back onto the “doing” practices


Why? Because they don't believe the Bible is true for them personally

It isn’t that we don’t hear the Word, or believe it is true, we just don’t believe it is true for us personally, right now, in my present circumstances

This happens because we are so involved in “doing” religion instead of being in Him

So we face the same challenge as the Jews of Jesus’ day and the Christians of every age face


Will I press into that “being” way, or will I stay with the old familiar “doing” way of religion


Listen to what Paul said of religion (Rom 10:2-3)

So where shall we look to find our answers? (Phil 3:5-6)


Paul was opening up his heart to the Philippians - he presented a pretty impressive resume of his “doings”


Especially the last part - “as to righteousness under the law blameless”


But listen very carefully as he continues (Phil 3:6-8)


Although he could list a bunch of accomplishments, even blameless under the law, three times he said all of those accomplishments mean nothing


Why? Because he has discovered the “being” way to righteousness (vs. 9)


This is exactly what Jesus was inviting the Jews to do
Lay aside the “doing” way of works and believe in Him that they may be found in Him


Paul was impressive under the law, but when God revealed His Son to him (Gal 1:16), he laid aside his works and jumped into the pond


He believed into Jesus in order that he might be found in Him


And there in Him he entered into a whole new realm of relating to God, the “being” way

To me this is the clear and dividing line between Christianity and the other religions of the world


All the others are based on a person gaining righteousness of his own based on laws


By his “doings” he can hope to be accepted


Christianity proclaims the truth of a righteousness that comes from God


A righteousness that is a free gift, received through faith in Christ, and is not in any way related to“doing”


Because we, like the Jews, have been raised in a strong “doing” society and a strong “doing” religion, its going to take a strong renewing of our minds for us to accept this truth


It doesn't seem right that we just become righteous without “doing” something


We receive the gift of salvation by faith because of what Jesus did, but its hard to believe the same is true for righteousness


But the scripture is clear that our righteousness, like our salvation, isn't based on works


(Jn 6:29) in = into

See, this is our basic attitude, “Jesus died and awful death to save me, so I will do my best to live a righteous life for Him”


But lets face it, try as hard as we can, we are never satisfied with the results


But if we will listen to what Paul is saying in Phil 3 excitement will begin to stir in our hearts


(1 Cor 1:30) - Jesus is our righteousness as well as our redemption


Mine and your righteousness is not what we “do”, it’s a person


And He is the one person who never changes and who will never leave me! HALLELUJAH!!!!!


No longer do I have to wonder if I have done enough to be counted righteous for Righteousness Himself has come to make His home in me 


I have received the righteousness that is through faith in Christ, and He is alive and present in me 
today!!!!!!(Rom 5:17) (2 Cor 5:21) (1 Peter 2:24)


What a glorious place to stand!!!!!


Knowing that we are cleansed of all the sins that we have committed, or ever will commit


Listen, not only did Jesus die for sin, He became sin
 

He became to embodiment of the sin nature that has been passed down to us from Adam


When He died there on that cross, that sinful nature died with Him


Did you ever wonder why God forsook Jesus as He hung on the cross (Matt 27:46)


If men were to be set free to fulfill their God given purpose in God’s divine plan, the nature that Adam passed down to us had to die


The only way for that to happen was to make Him who knew no sin to be sin (1 Cor 15:45)


What terrible agony for Him, but what glorious grace toward us who believe (Rom 6:6)

What a wonderful revelation - to know that our old nature died with Him!


But as wonderful as that is there is more


Not only did the Father make Jesus to be sin for us, He made us the righteousness of Jesus  (2 Cor 5:21) - Our righteousness is the outcome of what Jesus did on the cross


We became the very righteousness of God Himself when we believed into Him


Righteousness is what we have become


It’s not a matter of “doing”


It is a matter of “being”, for in Him we are the righteousness of God

The Way of Being and Daily Living

My mind wants to find scripture to prove this wrong, and so i often find myself back at (1 Jn 3:4-10)


From this is seems John is saying that anyone who commits a sin is a child of the devil


If that is true, then none of us is a child of God, we have all sinned since being born again


So this cant be what he is trying to say, because of (1 Jn 1:8-10)


God is aware that born again believers could and would commit sin


So how do we reconcile these two portions of scripture?


In Chapter 3 John is speaking of a life of sin, living willfully in sin


Read the AMP ( 1 Jn 3:4-10)


He is talking about the flow of ones life, the outworking of the inner reality

How exciting it is to realize that the inner work of our righteousness is already complete in Him (2 Cor 5:21)


See, even though the outward expression of that inner righteousness is still a work in progress, our inner righteousness is complete in Him


Before we were born again, it was natural for our lives to demonstrate the self centered. self-seeking, self-gratifying ways of that nature


But now (2 Peter 1:4)


Because of what Jesus accomplished we are righteous by nature


When we believe what God’s Word says is true about us, then in our daily living we will move in that direction

That begs the question, “If all of this is true why doesn't it show up more perfectly in my daily living?”


Why do I keep coming back to (Rom 7:19)


The thing that hinders this most in our daily life is simply unbelief


Unbelief more that anything is the stumbling block that keeps the truth of who we are, and what we have become in Christ, from being demonstrated in our lives


So what is the answer? 


You must enter into rest from your “doing” religion (Col 3:16) (Heb 4:9-10)


The way of the world “I am what I do” and even our Christian values and the rules of Christian conduct 


will hinder our walk with the Lord



They cause us to look at our actions rather than to believe in our new creation Life



We are all too familiar with (Gal 5:19-21)



We are often encouraged to focus on the works of the flesh and weed them out without mercy



But God’s Word says (Rom 8:6)



Your spirit cries out Thank you Lord for your righteousness



Your mind says wait a minute I am just a sinner saved by grace



Therefor I must double my efforts to get rid of the works of the flesh



I must work hard to do the works of God


Why do we live after the but...?



I know the Bible says I am righteous “but” my life doesn't look that way



We judge ourselves by what we see and do



What if we said this “My life doesn't look like it “but” God says I am His Righteousness?

This proves that our actions are indeed an outward expression of our inward believing



If we believe we are righteous because He is righteous it will show



(Gal 2:20) - The old you has been crucified with Christ




That nature died, its was buried with Christ




In Him you have become a new creation (2 Cor 5:17)


See, it’s not up to you to live; it is Christ who lives in you



All that God ask is that you believe that His Word is true for personally, everyday, all day long!


But how will I know what to do? (Pr 3:5-6)



Is that God’s Word? Yes. Is it true? Yes



Do you believe that it is true for you personally in your everyday life? (Phil 2:13)



Its not for you to figure out - your part is to simply rest in the truth that He is at work in you both to will and to do what He desires to do through you


Listen, when I buy a pair of shoes I don't throw them on the floor and declare “I bought you with a price the 
least you could do is live for me, to go where I want you to go and do what I want you to do - and I will be 
watching to see how well you do it



That’s ridiculous, but that is exactly how we are trying to live our Christian lives



The truth is apart from me those shoes can do nothing

Until I put my feet into them they are helpless, no matter how much they are designed to please me



But, when I put them on there is only one thing I require of them, that they cling to me



They don't have to figure out where to go, how high to step, or when to jump



Because I am at work in them both to will and to do of my good pleasure


That is exactly God’s way with us!


He bought us with a price........but He didn't just throw us down and say “Live for me”



Instead He came to live in us, to express Himself through us



And all He asks for is that we cling to Him and let Him do the living, HALLELUJAH!!!!!!!!


There was a sculptor who had a large block of marble delivered to his backyard



The neighbor watched day after day as the sculptor walked around and around the stone, never sculpting anything


Eventually the sculptor began to chip away and the neighbor could see a mans head begin to form and as day after day went by sure enough you could see a man was indeed being formed


The work was finished the neighbor went to see, when he got there he saw it was Jesus



The neighbor asked the sculptor, Why did you walk for days around the stone before starting  The sculptor replied “I was looking to see what was inside the stone, when I saw Jesus in there I just chipped away everything that wasn't Him


That stone didn't do a thing to help the sculptor



It just rested and let the sculptor do the work


That is exactly how God desires to deal with us


When He looks at you He sees Jesus in you and He is chipping away what isn't Him



All He ask is that you rest in Him while He works


