Grace Part 8
Sustained by Grace
2 Samuel 7:11-16
The grace of God has no load limits

When we read the scripture Luke 12:48 “To whom much is given, much is required” we realize that we really are a people to whom much has been given. 

While I guess that it is suppose to be a motivating scripture, but at time it just feels like a lot of extra pressure

So why do I bring this up?

The fact that God extended His grace to Rahab by rescuing her and then including her in the lineage of Jesus is encouraging on one level


She was undeserving of such an honor, she wasn’t even Jewish


You can’t hold the fact that she was a pagan prostitute against her – she didn’t know any better


She was a pagan in a pagan culture doing what pagans do

So while it is great that God poured out His grace on her, you have to admit, she wasn’t really a “to whom much is given” – type person

You and I are different, we know better don’t we? We have Bibles
We’ve been to church – we should be way further down the path of spiritual maturity than we actually are

We have had time to break more promises to God than most actually get time to make

If God’s grace had a limit, I feel confident I would have used up my allotment a long time ago

*Fortunately for those of us who have been given much and are thus responsible for much, there is much grace

How much? More than we can imagine


And no one was more aware of that than David


He was given everything a man could ask for and he knew it all came from God



Unlike Rahab he knew better. He was without excuse


He knew the law of God; God gave him an exclusive promise

If ever there was someone whose behavior pushed him outside the reach of God’s grace, it was David
But in the end he discovered God’s grace has no limits

So 25 miles south of the ruins of Jericho in Bethlehem, Rahab’s great-grandson, Jesse, would be visited by a prophet

In those days the visit of a prophet signaled something of epic importance, it was either really good or really bad
On this time it was good news, really good news

Samuel told Jesse one of his sons would be the next king of Israel


That probably struck Jesse strange because Israel already had a king

But he didn’t argue, he just gathered his sons together like Samuel told him to, at least 7 of the 8 anyway

After all David wasn’t king material anyway

When Samuel saw the oldest he thought this is the one, he was tall, handsome, but he wasn’t the one
One by one he went down the row and God never said yes

Can you see Samuel ask Jesse what must have been an awkward question, “Are these all the sons you have?”


But it was the right question


There is one more and he turned out to be the one, to everyone’s surprise


1 Sam 16:13 “And from that day on on the spirit of the Lord came upon David in power”

But as soon as this impromptu coronation was over, David rubbed off the oil and went back to the pasture to take care of his father’s sheep

After all everyone knew he wasn’t a king, he was a shepherd


David’s story is one of grace from start to finish. Why David?


What had he done to deserve his honor? 

Nothing, not a thing, and apparently his family agreed, they didn’t even invite him to his own coronation


Besides, the new king should be the son of the old king


David wasn’t even in the right family. Yet God picked him



He picked him in spite of his family and in spite of his birth order



God promised David his name would endure forever, and it has



God promised his son would reign after him and build the temple

God promised David that his kingdom would last forever, his house hold would be the household of kings for as long as Israel had a king

2 Sam 7:11-16

The Lord’s love that will never be taken away is His grace


God’s promise to David was rooted in His grace, not his performance 


There were no if you, then I, conditions attached to God’s promise to David


This was an unconditional promise

All of this is why Matthew in starting his gospel started with Jesus’ genealogy. 

He knew no one would take seriously a claim of Messiah without establishing an indisputable family connection with David

In the same way that is why when the angels announced Jesus’ birth to the shepherds, it was to be in the city of David

The birth of Jesus was the ultimate fulfillment of the promise made to king David and his family

But that is just he beginning and the end of the story. The real story happened in the middle
It’s the messy middle that makes this a story of grace

1 Sam 16:14 – At the very moment the Spirit of God descended on young David, the Spirit of God departed from King Saul

But apparently nobody told Saul – he continued to reign the best he could


Eventually and divinely David gained more popularity through killing Goliath

King Saul plots to kill David and he runs and hides, and for the next 14 years is considered an outlaw and hunted as a fugitive


He would gather fellow fugitives and together they lived on the run


At times David would act as a man extraordinary faith and integrity, like a man born to 
rule



Twice he spared Saul’s life



On many occasions he put himself in harms way to defend the nations borders

But other times he would be overcome by the hopelessness of his plight – fear would cloud his judgment
He would lie to a priest to provide for his men – claimed to be on an errand for King Saul – the priest were eager to help the King

When Saul heard they had helped David he had the whole city of Nob slaughtered

Abiathar, the lone survivor told David and David knew it was his fault

In spite of this terrible lapse in judgment, David was still destined to become king of Israel

God willed it knowing David would not always be worthy of it

He willed it knowing there would come a day when David would give Him ample excuse to rescind His promise

*God’s promises are not anchored by the behavior of the recipient, but by the grace of the One who has made the promise!

After years of living like a bandit, David eventually ascended to the throne of Israel



He transformed the loose alliance of Israel’s tribes into a unified Hebrew nation



Secured the borders, reclaimed land promised to Abraham, strengthened the economy



He established Israel as a powerful presence in the region

But it was during this season that David would make a series of decisions that would mar his reputation forever, decision that would make King Saul’s indiscretions look like parking tickets


Most of which, if you knew the law, disqualified him as king


If you had witnessed them first hand you would have expected God to annul his promise



But He didn’t because He hadn’t put any conditions on His promise to David



God wasn’t looking for an out in David’s life



*****And God isn’t looking for an out in your………. 

After David’s sin with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband, Nathan the same prophet who told him his throne would last forever confronts David

Psalm 51:1 is David’s response

He knew that the grounds for redemption and forgiveness were to be found exclusively in God’s unfailing love – His only hope was grace
Psalm 51:16 – David didn’t want to hide behind the rituals of religion

He wasn’t going to pretend that religion would make things right between God and him

He was completely at God’s mercy

David was generally repentant – his heart was broken about his sin


If grace had limits, David’s behavior would have exposed them
David’s blatant disregard for God’s extravagant blessings would stress God’s grace to the point of breaking

Other than Abraham, no one had been promised so much

By every imaginable standard he had disqualified himself from the blessing and promises bestowed on him

But what we have to understand is the promise of God was never really about David


This was about God’s unfailing love

This was and always had been a story of grace, grace that has no limits and knows no boundaries
Think about Solomon – apart from David’s sin Solomon would have never been born

But not only was he born, he was the son God chose to carry on the legacy promised to his father



He fulfilled his father’s dream of a temple



He is considered to be the wisest man ever



He wrote three books of the Bible


That is grace – undeserved, unmerited, unexpected, unexplainable, unbelievable grace!!!!!


God became the ultimate Promise Keeper to one of histories greatest promise breakers

Our lives may not be just like David’s, but we do have something in common with him, we all put God’s grace to the test

We have broken God’s laws, been irresponsible with His blessings


We have confessed sin only to repeat it again

Its those times when I wonder, How many times can I expect God to forgive me, Where does grace end and retribution begin?

If David’s story is any indication, grace has no end

David’s life revealed the expanse of God’s grace so much that Matthew, in recording the male ancestry of Jesus, reminds the reader of David’s sin (Matt 1:5-6)

Why would he do that? It’s the one thing in David’s life everyone wants to forget


I think he saw it as a pertinent detail to the story he was about to tell


He had been an eye witness to grace personified


He knew that the grace Jesus offered went far beyond what the religious leaders offered


He saw in Jesus the grace David experienced



Grace that could absorb the full measure of sin



Grace that could absorb the sin of the world

So regardless of what you have done

Regardless of how far you have strayed

Regardless of how long its been since you prayed

Regardless of what you have been told
Regardless of how you feel, grace awaits you

Grace that is far greater than all you sins!!!!!

