Grace Part 6
Ruled By Grace

Gen 2:17

The best way to understand God’s purpose for establishing rules is to go back to His very first rule

That one commandment served as a daily reminder of God’s authority over mankind



Obeying it kept things in their proper order



It guaranteed that Adam and Eve would experience maximum freedom


As long as they obeyed it they were as free as two people could be



What was true then is still true today



*Maximum freedom is always found under the authority of God
Remember it was the introduction of sin that changed everything – sin made the world a dangerous place

The more dangerous the environment, the more rules that are required to keep people safe


There was no danger in the Garden of Eden



So one rule was enough



But no single rule could contain the ever expanding scope of sin



As sin increased, so the need for laws increased

*The purpose of God’s law has been the same from the beginning: to protect the freedom of those He loves
When it comes to the law of God we are all tempted to ask the same question Adam and Eve asked: “Is God trying to keep something good from me?”

That question changes the subject from obedience to trust



Will I trust that God has my best interest in mind?



Will I trust that His rules are for my good

This is why it is SO important to remember that God issues commands to those who already belong to Him


If God loves you why would He strap you with commands in order to harm you?


Why would God want to keep something good from you?

As parents we understand this tension


There are times as a parent you have to say no

The frustration is sometimes we don’t have an adequate answer for the question that always follows a no. “Why?”

We want to resort to “Because I said so” but that never works

What we should say is “I cant really explain why right now. I just need you to trust me”

God finds Himself in the same place with us



How many times did we see this same issue with the nation of Israel



And like us, when they trusted and obeyed, there was benefit


But when they called it as they saw it, there was consequences

When we trust and obey, it becomes clear that the law of God is actually an expression of the grace of God
When we see it this way we understand (Ps 1:1-2) - Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night
When we see the law of God the way He intended it, we understand that the grace of God and the law of God are not opposing concepts


There is no tension between the two


One is simply an expression of the other

The final six commandments were given to preserve the nation’s liberty in very specific ways

God wanted them to maintain their freedom from tyranny and the natural consequences of sin


While living in Egypt the Hebrew people knew only the rule of pharaohs



Pharaohs word was law – justice was as he saw fit

When a new pharaoh took over, the rules were subject to change – sometimes dramatically

The only real absolute was the word of the pharaoh


That is how law and government worked in those times



People were subject to the whims of the powerful

And when the powerful establish laws, they always inevitably see themselves as above the law – example Health care…….

By giving Israel the Law, while not establishing a king, God made it possible for the Hebrew people to live und the rule of law rather than the rule of man

Under God’s rules everyone received equal treatment

Unlike the world around them where status of who you were meant the rules did or didn’t apply to you

Under this new system, everyone enjoyed divinely appointed rights, regardless of power, social ranking, status, or wealth

Because everyone answered to God as king

No longer would Israel find themselves subject to the ever-shifting standards of a capricious pharaoh

God’s intent was for Israel to remain a theocracy

He wanted the surrounding pagan nations to watch with wonder as Hebrews built cities, roads, commanded armies, collected taxes, and maintained justice, all the normal functions of a nations, yet without a king


This would be a nation driven by it’s love for the Lawgiver
His intention was to establish a nation that loved His law because the people trusted its source
Eventually Israel wanted a king and God gave them one (1 Sam 8:19-21)


But Israel’s kings could not rule like the pharaohs


They were bound by the constraints of divine law


They ruled the people, but they answered to God

Commandments five through ten are highly relational in nature – they were given to teach the Israelites how to live peacefully with one another
Most of these are elementary to us because we were raised in a culture, that for the most part, champions these values

That is due to the fact that the Ten Commandments were central in the thinking of our founders

But for Israel, a former nation of slaves, this was new territory


They came from an environment where there was no individual rights


They were considered of lesser value than an animal



In Egypt they were bought and sold as commodities

From that context we can understand the dignity these simple laws brought to them

The list begins with a surprising commandment (Ex 20:12) - Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee


This was given before, don’t murder, no adultery, stealing, lying, or coveting



And with this command He gave a sobering promise

God regarded honoring parents as the key to peaceful, orderly, stable society, saying, in effect, “Your nation will never be stronger than you families. How you treat your father and mother will influence how you treat your fellow citizens, which will directly impact the future welfare of you country”

In Hebrew the word “honor” was reserved for kings, priests, or foreign dignitaries

So the command to honor parents goes far beyond the minimal requirement of obeying 


The Lord expected His people to revere their parents

God knew people who revered their parents would struggle far less obeying the last five commands


If you grow up honoring your parents you will honor others around you


And the following commandments center on extending honor to others


(Ex 20:13-17)……


The Lord even prohibited dishonorable thinking



To covet means “to desire strongly”


This goes beyond simply admiring something that belongs to someone else



Coveting happens when you resent a person because of something they have


So to “covet” means to desire something so strongly that it erodes the relationship

So in these six commands God says “To preserve you freedom, both personally and as a nation, honor one another”

Benjamin Franklin said “Only a virtuous people are capable of freedom”

The value of the Ten Commandments is that we don’t have to create law, our responsibility is to discover law
Only as we discover and embrace God’s law can we keep people safe while not trampling freedom

Seeing the Ten Commandments this way makes it easy to see God wasn’t keeping something good from Israel


He was protecting relationship


God’s laws were designed to aid His people in their life of grace

God gave His people Ten Commandments and a complex body of laws to govern their new nation, but He had something far greater in mind

The Hebrew people, not laws, were God’s instrument in a great plan to redeem the world from the eternal consequences of sin 

They were a priestly nation, a kingdom ruled by God, and the means by which other nations could know Him
They were to become God’s voice of truth through daily living

They would give the world a Savior, whom they called Messiah

The law’s eternal purpose is to confront sin and to demonstrate our need for a Saviour

God didn’t give the Law to make us good, He gave the Law to expose our sin

The Law stood then, and now, as a reminder that we need grace

The Law didn’t simply condemn sin; it included instructions for amends – the sacrifices

The sacrificial system became an object lesson for man
He had to offer his very best as a reminder sin is costly and that someone always bears the consequences of sinful choices

It also taught the idea of substitution – the idea that an idea, blameless sacrifice could bear the penalty of sin for another

*The Law confronted humanity with both the seriousness of sin and the depth of God’s grace
At the giving of the Law, something interesting happened that illustrates the relationship of God’s law and His grace (Ex 20:18-20)
As Moses descended the mountain with God’s law nature responded violently and that scared the people

They stayed at a distance and told Moses they didn’t want God to speak to them

Where is the grace in that?

As scary as it must have been it was still an expression of His grace, notice what Moses said (Ex 20:20)

This terrifying display was for their welfare

They had no history with the consequence of disobedience

They were naïve like a child – no way to grasp what sin could do to their infant nation

So where God couldn’t leverage their experience He leveraged His power



Does that seem inappropriate? 




My dad put the fear of DAD into me plenty of times




I couldn’t fear the consequences of an action that I never knew




So the fear of Dad kept me safe – that too was grace

God has provided His law to enable us to maintain our freedom from sin and its consequences

Your greatest regrets would have been avoided if you had obeyed God’s law


You would be free from some very painful things


God’s law is at the center of His grace


In the moment of temptation that powerful truth seems to slip away

In that moment, like Adam and Eve, we embrace the lie that God is trying to keep something good from us

We believe that He is against us and not for us

But if we could see God’s law as an expression of His liberating and protective grace we would resist less and submit more

In doing so we would allow grace to do its work in us

And we would remain free!!!!!!!!!
