Grace Part 5
Redeemed by Grace

Ex 20:1-17

One of the most misunderstood relationships in all of Christianity is the relationship between God’s law and God’s grace. 
It’s easy to see where there may be tension between the two. 
After all, if God’s law instructs us not to do something and we do it, can we really expect him to overlook our indiscretion because of grace?
If He is going to give us what we don’t deserve each time, what’s the point of giving us any laws?

The debate between law and grace goes beyond the practical and quickly becomes part of a debate about salvation

Some argue that the law was given to provide us with a way of earning our way into God’s favor



Most world religions ascribe to some form of earn-your-way theology


There are a great many Christians that argue that salvation is by faith and grace alone



According to this view, keeping God’s law is not a means of earning salvation

But even in this camp I have heard plenty of preachers say if a person isn’t keeping the law they aren’t saved

This implies that keeping the law is proof of salvation by grace

In other words real Christians will obey God’s law (at least most of the time)
They wouldn’t thinking breaking the speed limit a make-or-break infraction, in spite of the New Testament teaching we should obey the laws instituted by the government

Where does that leave us? 

The Bible has its share of thou-shalts and thou-shalt-nots

But at the same time it talks a lot about grace

So which is it? Or is it both?

If its both, how do they fit together?

Good news, this is not as confusing as people in my profession make it


The easiest way to understand the relationship between God’s law and God’s grace is to take a

look at the most famous list of laws in history and the story behind where they came from – The Ten Commandments
Everyone has heard of the Ten Commandments

Most would agree we should abide by them


But almost no one can name them

When you ask people to quote the Ten Commandments, have you ever noticed that they always jump to the shalt not ones first

Most cant even name the first 4


That proves our predisposition toward God and His feelings toward the human race


We simply believe obedience gets you in, and disobedience keeps you out


God’s approval is reserved for the rule followers


But nothing could be further from the truth

As rare as it is to find someone who can quote all Ten Commandments, its even rarer to find someone who knows the story of how they came to be in the first place

The story is just as important as the commandments themselves

The context surrounding the giving of these commandments resolves the tension we feel between God’s law and His grace

The Ten Commandments do not stand in contrast to grace; they are introduced within the story of God’s grace
God’s law is featured heavily in the O.T., but only as a subtext to a greater theme that highlights His grace toward a helpless, undeserving group of people

Why is the promised land called “the promised land?” It refers to the land God promised Abraham


God revealed to Abraham how his descendants would come to possess the land of promise


Gen 15:13-16 – three future predictions

1. Your descendants will be strangers in a country not their own

2. They will be enslaved and mistreated for 400 years

3. I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and they will come out with great possessions

Sure enough it happened just like God said



Joseph saved his family from starvation by relocation them to fertile land in Egypt
Abraham’s descendants flourished, and just after a few generations 45 people multiplied into a nation

They grew so much they became a source of great anxiety for a later King of Egypt     (Ex 1:8) – He was so worried about it that he pressed them into slavery

430 years after the relocation to Egypt the nation of Israel was around 3 million people


Yet they had no government, they had no laws, they had no land of their own


They knew only captivity, oppression, poverty and hopelessness


They had become tainted with Egyptian superstition

After 400 years of slavery God raised up Moses to lead them out of Egypt and claim the land of promise – we call this the Exodus
After leaving Egypt and before settling in the promised land God wanted to define the national identity of His people

They needed to know God as Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had

Having demonstrated His power and claiming them as His own He gave them a set of rules to live by

Not the Ten Commandments – the law of Moses was more than 600 rules

Rules about diet, sanitation, marriage, children, slaves, animals, property, criminal behavior and punishment, sacrifices

If you have ever read Leviticus you have probably said “Why”…..

Remember this was a nation of slaves who had never been responsible for themselves


They had no government, king, judicial system, no laws


They had Moses and a pillar of smoke, that was pretty much it

When you read the Ten Commandments one thing is very clear: these ten laws had nothing to do with where anyone spent eternity
God was simply establishing a code of conduct for a group of people who had none

You can tell a lot about a person or a government by the rules they establish, and even more by the rules they enforce

Rules reveal something about values – we protect best what we value most


The same is true for God – His rules reflect His values

God’s display of power over the Egyptians revealed His ability but very little of His nature

Egyptian mythology described gods that were cruel
What kind of deity was the God a Abraham? The people needed to know

The Ten commandments reassured the Israelites that their God was not only powerful but good

(Ex 20:2) that must have stunned as well as reassured Moses

Moses must have thought, “Wait! Did you say Lord your God? Don’t you mean the Lord the God?”

Today we have a millennia of information (and misinformation) about God, but Moses and the Israelites knew nothing about Him


All they knew is He freed them and intended for them to settle in a land

It’s this idea of a personal God that is profound


They knew gods of regions and gods that controlled functions in nature

But this idea of a personal God having a personal relationship with people they couldn’t understand
“Your God” implies a relationship, but they hadn’t done anything to deserve or establish a relationship


They were slaves on the run, they had nothing to offer

But the phrases “your God” affirmed that they already had a relationship with Him

God was saying in His own words “Your in. You are my people”



In order to convince Moses God took him down memory lane




I brought you out of Egypt (Ex 20:2)




That immediately called to mind the exodus  and the 10 plagues 




He protected them from the plagues




He miraculously parted the Red Sea, saving them form the Egyptian army




He gave them a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night




He supernaturally provided water and food in the wilderness

God’s message to Moses couldn’t be any clearer: “Your not here to get in with me; you are already in. Were not here to establish a relationship; I did that three months ago by supernaturally delivering from your captors”
It was in the context of this relationship, a relationship that began more than 600 years earlier with a promise to another underserving man, Abraham, that God gave His people the law
God initiated a relationship with His people before He even told them what the rules were!
Having established the relationship, having sealed the relationship, having proven the security of the relationship, God then gave the people rules to live by

God knew something that every parent eventually discovers - Rules without a relationship lead to rebellion
A relationship begins and ends with trust

The level of trust indicates the strength of the relationship

No matter how much one person wants to connect with another there can be no relationship without trust

So God’s first commandment shouldn’t be a surprise (Ex 20:3)


It has to do with trusting God to meet every need

He didn’t want them to be like the nations around them serving multiple gods


He wanted to be their one, all sufficient source of everything they needed

God’s second commandment was important for two reasons (vs. 4)

First, God is unrepresentable


He is unique in every conceivable manner……
He didn’t want His people to make Him manageable

Something they could visit and then leave behind

Something they could create and then neglect

Something they could quantify and then ignore

Second, God didn’t want His people to become enslaved to inanimate objects when they had a living God ready and willing to set them free
Ironically it was while Moses was getting these commandments from God, Israel was doing just that – building an idol

They weren’t content with an invisible God who actually existed

They comforted themselves with a physical representation of an imaginary god

They set aside the God who delivered them to worship a god they could mange and manipulate to suit their own desires

Here God was reaching out to them from the top of the mountain while at the bottom of the mountain they were forsaking Him for a golden calf


God’s third command deals with religious authority (vs. 7)
This has nothing to do with calling out the Lord’s name when you hit your thumb with a hammer – this commandment is much deeper than that

The best translation in modern day English is this: “Do not attach God’s name to something He hasn’t attached it to Himself, and do not leverage the name of God in order to accomplish your own agenda”
God was about to give them a constitution of sorts and He didn’t want them looking for loopholes
He knew they would use His name to support their traditions as a way of circumventing the law

Jesus even address this (Mark 7:9-13)

But this didn’t stop them – religious authorities have been misusing the name of God to serve their own ends for centuries


The crusades, The Inquisition, Ethnic cleansing, Terrorism, Abortion


This is exactly what God want to avoid


God instituted this command, like the first two, to safeguard His 
relationship with His people


Where the first three commands safeguard the relationship the fourth celebrates it (Ex 20:8)


Hebrew word for Sabbath means Stop
To explain the reason for the Sabbath rest Moses points back to the creation account       (vs. 11)

God wasn’t exhausted on the seventh day – God “stopped” or rested because His work was complete


He had provided everything humanity needed in 6 days


The Sabbath day was given as a reminder of His provision 


They were to rest in His faithfulness

God was trying to create a new culture, one of daily dependence on Him

The point of Exodus 20:11 is this: God will provide seven days of sustenance on six days of your effort
This system required nothing more of His people than trust in His faithfulness and goodness

He wanted, and still wants, His people to remember that while work is good and effort is encouraged, daily sustenance comes from Him

This commandment is just like the first three they all support and reinforce the fact that Israel already had a relationship with God 

It is just a matter of acknowledging that relationship and living in harmony with God’s design for them

He called them to live in complete dependence upon Him and, as a result, to enjoy the abundant living, spiritually and sometimes materially

God’s law is never given to establish a relationship; God’s law is given to confirm an existing relationship
Story of the Exodus and the Ten Commandments reflects something important about God’s character

If you miss it you will never understand the role of God’s law in our relationship with Him

Worse yet if we misunderstand the purpose of God’s law, His grace will forever remain a mystery


The law of God is an expression of His grace


When did I start training Shambach, before or after I purchased him – after



Once he was mine I began to train him to live within certain boundaries




He didn’t become my pet because I placed him in a fence at my house




He is in my fence because he is my pet, he became mine when I purchased him



In the same way God doesn’t throw up a fence around people to make them His




God gives rules of conduct to those who already belong to Him

What happens if Shambach gets out of the fence and wonders off

He is still my dog whether he is in or out of the fence

Why? Because obedience does not determine ownership
The same way our family decided to purchase Shambach, God chose to purchase us from sin through the sacrifice of His Son

Shambach didn’t earn his way into our possession, and we don’t earn our way into God’s

He made a choice to make us His own by grace

We enter that relationship through faith, accepting His offer of forgiveness

And then and only then do we become accountable to His prescription for living

If you find yourself measuring your own behavior against these ancient yet relevant instructions for life, remember that what was true of Israel is true of you as well


These divinely inspired instructions stand not as a gateway into a relationship with God


But as a confirmation that you already belong to Him
