Grace Part 3
Chosen by Grace Part 1
Gen 6:5-6
Have you ever been responsible for cleaning up a mess that’s so big you don’t know where to begin?......

Having been in several situations like that, I have learned a secret
You have to just pick a place to start and then just start, otherwise its just too overwhelming
Can you imagine how God must have felt when He looked at the mess sin had made of creation

Everything was corrupted, nothing remained untainted (Gen 6:5-6) - 5 And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 


Contaminated by the very ones assigned to protect it

The sin God hates and the humanity he loves are so intertwined that to destroy one is to destroy the other

Yet to spare humanity would mean the epidemic of sin would consume the world

Think about the spot God is in……

God had a mess and rather than wading in and cleaning it up, He could have chosen to do nothing
He could have just started over, like balling up a piece of paper and throwing it away 

But if that was an option He did not chose it, fortunately for us

He chose instead to extend grace to a graceless world

The ultimate solution was a Savior whose redeeming work would create a way for God to eradicate sin without destroying His people


But where to begin the process of redemption in a world where sin tainted everything?


He really only had one choice


He began with a sinner: Abram

In ancient times, nations and families worshipped territorial gods, conquering nations gave thanks to their gods while conquered civilizations questioned theirs


God wanted to leverage this worldview to His advantage

He would begin with a nation, a nation chosen by Him to demonstrate His power and goodness to the rest of the world

This nation would receive His favor as a one sided covenant in which He obligated Himself and demanded nothing in return
And it was initiated as an expression of His grace, not in response to any merit of theirs

He would treat this nation like a son, rewarding obedience and chastising rebellion

He would place this nation at the cross road of civilization so that all nations would carry the amazing tales of the God this nation served

This nation would be the mouth piece by which He would speak to the world, offering salvation to all who would believe in Him and receive His grace

But all the nations of the world were taken, they already had gods and their lives all reflected their worship of those gods


So rather than reform an existing nation, He decided to start His own

A new people, and He decided to start with a single individual, not the quickest route to build an entire nation

But understand it was the only route in light of the consequences of sin and the redemptive purpose of God

In this way every member of this new nation would be an heir to the covenant God established with the original

They would all be sons and daughters of a new covenant


God selected an unknown member of an idol-worshipping society - Abram


But Abram wasn’t just any man – 
he was in his 70’s

and to make matters worse his wife was barren



Not the most ideal couple to launch a nation building project with


This is where God decided to begin cleaning up the mess sin had made



Through a man who had no influence, no children, no homeland
And then for no reason other that He just wanted to, God made Abram a threefold promise (Gen 12:1) - 1 Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 

2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 

3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 

When God initiated His relationship with Abram He began with a promise – a promise Abram didn’t deserve or ask for


This was God’s idea – God didn’t issue Abram a set of behaviors to adhere to


The Ten Commandments wouldn’t appear for several generations


He simply asked Abram to receive the promises


This invitation for Abram to trust him was how God initiated their relationship


That is exactly how God has been initiating relationships ever since

Think about the irony of Abram’s life – he was homeless in a land given to him by God


His parents named him “Abram” which meant – “exalted father” now he is 80 and has no kids

But God gave him a dream one night (Gen 15:1) - 1 After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 


Abram wanted to believe God but he didn’t have any tangible evidence to rely on


The only heir he had was Eliezer, his chief of staff

Notice God’s patient response (Gen 15:4-5) - 4 And, behold, the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. 5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 
As he stared at the billions of stars in the sky, Abram made a critical choice – he decided to believe God
Despite the lack of tangible evidence and in spite of his working knowledge of human reproduction
He placed his trust in God’s character

And then something he never imagined happened (Gen 15:6) - 6 And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness

At that moment, the Lord established an important precedent: a righteous standing with God comes through faith
This is the single most important aspect of God’s grace

Now as incredible as all that must have been for Abram, there is still the issue of Sarai not being able to have children

Abram believed God’s promises but nothing actually changed, and in time they began to doubt God because their bodies weren’t getting any younger

So rationalizing the promise of God they determined that God had said Abram would have a son but God never said Sarai would be the mother

This is what we do to…….

So Sarai offered a suggestion (Gen 16:2) - 2 And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the Lord hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai

But instead of making things better it made things worse

15 years later God gave them new names, Abram “exalted father” to Abraham “father of a multitude” and Sarai to Sarah “princess”

Abraham made a couple of mistakes, one being liying to a pagan king that Sarah was his sister to save his own neck


How could a man who had been promised so much trust so little? 


Why would a man who had been protected by God in miraculous ways fear a mere king?

No doubt in the back of Abraham’s mind was the fear that his lack of faith would forfeit God’s promises

I mean there were plenty of reasons for God to renege on their deal
But Abraham was discovering, he didn’t really have a deal with God


He was the recipient of an unconditional promise


A few months later Isaac was born

We will never know for sure, but what if God waited to fulfill His promise until after Abraham had plenty of time to prove through his behavior that he was unworthy of such an honor


If God’s gift of righteousness was conditional, Abraham certainly provided God with an out


But God was not looking for a way out of His covenant – just the opposite


With the birth of Isaac God had just taken another step toward creating a path back for humanity

Isaac became the literal embodiment of God’s promise to Abraham and to all of humanity


Through him God would multiply His Grace, God was on the move


Everything was perfect – At least for a while

Once again God speaks (Gen 22:2) - 2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

Child sacrifice wasn’t uncommon in those days, but sacrificing your only son was, especially if you are this old
It doesn’t make sense, but the Bible tells us Abraham didn’t hesitate

Can you imagine what Abraham must have thought on that long walk into the wilderness?
It would take them 3 days to reach the southern mountains of Canaan


3 days for Abraham to change his mind


3 days to plead with God to change His

Child sacrifice varied from culture to culture, but generally it was to appease temperamental gods


I can only guess the reason Abraham would have attached to this


Was it punishment for his previous faithlessness?



Was Isaac paying for his father’s disobedience?



Was this a test, would God take this son and give another one?



Had God changed His mind?


By the time this is happening Abraham has been walking with God for years



That must have made it all the more confusing



On the other hand, God had made him a promise, so he decided to trust 

There will never be a way to appreciate the range of emotions that must have swept through Abraham

Hoping God would change His mind notice what he said when Isaac asked about the sacrifice (Gen 22:8) - 8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them together

Abraham had no idea how true that would be not only for then but in the grand context for God’s redemption plan for the world

God would indeed provide THE Lamb – Jesus!!!!!!

Abraham died at the age of 175, by that time Isaac had 2 sons of own


But Abraham’s name had not become great



The families of the earth had not been blessed through Him



He had not taken full possession of the land he was promised



But in time, through his descendants, all of that would come to pass


Not because of anything extraordinary on Abraham’s part



But because God made a promise – a promise Abraham believed

And with that the cleanup had begun, the mess sin had created was being addressed


God’s plan for redemption was unfolding, and the common thread throughout the story is grace


Because of grace God chose Abraham, by grace He declared him righteous

By grace God provided for and protected his family even when they disobeyed


It was grace that moved him to bless Abraham and Sarah with a son


It was grace that would move God to see this story through to completion

Why is Abraham so important to understand grace?

In Abraham, God established the relational ground rules for all mankind: a right standing with God comes through faith in the promises of God

Hundreds of years before God gave Israel the Ten Commandments He gave Abraham the gift of righteousness


God’s message couldn’t be any clearer



The solution to sin was not rule keeping, it was in relationship

He asked undeserving man to trust Him, and when he did, God gave him what he needed most and deserved the least – friendship with God
(James 2:23) - 23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 

(2 Chorn 20:7) - 7 Art not thou our God, who didst drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever? 

What is even more amazing is that the offer of friendship God made to Abraham is extended to the entire world

It is made with the same terms: trust me says God


But in a world of sin the simplicity of this offer is lost

Common sense tells us that if bad behavior puts us at odds with God then good behavior should fix things

So we what to “do” something to regain God’s acceptance and approval

But when God initiated his relationship with man, it didn’t begin with a command; it began with an invitation: Will you trust me?

The only way to clean up a giant mess is to pick a spot and begin


God began with ordinary man


He offered that man what everybody needs most: Peace with God


In making that offer God offered hope to mankind


By embracing the faith of Abraham, mankind could be reconciled to God

The separation of sin created could be bridged after all, but not by any scheme created by men – only by the grace of God

The story of God’s grace in Abraham’s life is our story~!!!!!!
