Grace Part 1
The Beginning

Gen 1:26

Grace is what I crave the most when my guilt is exposed
Its what I am hesitant to extend when I’m confronted with the guilt of others, especially if their guilt has robbed me of something

So that is the struggle – the struggle for grace


This struggle teaches us that grace is more than just forgiveness & compassion


This struggle is really the context for both forgiveness & compassion

When we are on the receiving end of grace it is refreshing


That is when we preach it the most



I have found that those who focus so much on it are those who think they need it most

When grace is required of us, it is often disturbing


We often just view grace as that thing to be received

But when we are to actually live grace, which means giving it, the definition is what we want

The truth is when the grace of God is applied correctly to any situation it solves everything
Contrary to what is taught, the opposite of grace in not law

As we will discover, the law is actually an extension of grace


The opposite of grace is simply the absence of grace

To say that someone deserves the grace of God is a contradiction



You can no more deserve the grace of God than you can plan your own surprise party

In the same way that planning voids the idea of surprise, so claiming to deserve voids the idea of grace

You can ask for grace, but the minute you think you deserve it, the it you think you deserve is no longer grace

It becomes something you earned, but grace cant be earned

To earn something means to find an equivalent


There is no equivalent where grace is concerned


Grace is birthed from the hopelessness of inequity
It can not be received until we realize how underserving we really are
It is the acknowledgement of what we do not deserve that allows us to receive grace for what it really is – unmerited, unearned, undeserved

From the beginning the church has had an uneasy relationship with grace

But history shows that Christianity fares best when it is characterized by grace


The church is most appealing when the message of grace is most apparent


But grace is often the first casualty in a world of organized religion
Instead of defining itself for what it stands for the church often defines itself in terms of what it is against
But when you read the New Testament, the only thing Jesus stood against was a graceless religion

So we shouldn’t be surprise that at the end of the gospels, the people who crucified Jesus were those who claimed to know God but knew little of grace
My point in this study is to help us understand grace, and that it is not just a New Testament idea
Grace didn’t begin with Jesus – it was certainly personified by Him (Jn 1:14-16) 14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. 16 And of his fullness have all we received, and grace for grace.

In Jesus we get as clear and as close a look as we can at what grace looks like in a graceless world

In Jesus there is no conflict between grace and truth

Our misunderstanding of grace, as modeled and taught by Jesus, leaves us feeling as if grace allows people to get by with things

Grace doesn’t dumb down sin to make it more palatable

Grace acknowledges the full implication of sin, yet doesn’t condemn

Grace is understood best in the context of relationship

After all, it is only within the mystery and complexity of relationships that grace is experienced


So to me, it seems best to study grace in that way, in the context of relationships

From the pages of the Old Testament to the New Testament grace includes a broad range of characters – rich, poor, powerful, powerless

I want to look at the Bible for the demonstration of grace, not a man’s idea

Bible characters who lives hung in the balance


For all of them, it will be God’s grace that tips the scale in their favor


We will see that their stories are our stories, because just like them, we need grace!


But not just any grace – God’s Grace!!!!!

In The Beginning, Grace

People who begin reading the Bible for the first time are often struck by the difference of the God of the Old Testament and the God Jesus describes in the New Testament
Maybe you have been reading the Bible for some time and you still struggle with it

Lets think about it: 

In the Old Testament God seems



Jealous and proud of it



A petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak



A vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser who condones genocide



A homophobic racist bully


In the New Testament God seems



A compassionate loving Father



Concerned with all man kind

How do we reconcile the contradiction?
We would immediately jump to Matthew as the birth of Jesus would signal the age of grace

But a careful reading of the Old Testament reveals to us that grace to be God’s preeminent characteristic from the beginning

So that is where we are going to start


The Old Testament opens up with how the world came to be


We often just dive into the details of how it happened and the process of it



But I think that Moses had more in mind when he wrote it

Shortly after they escaped Egypt Moses wrote this book as a way of introducing the people to God
They had been exposed to 400 years of Egyptian mythology, so their understanding of God had been distorted

So, the first three chapters of Genesis is far more than the story of creation

It was Israel’s reintroduction to the God of their fathers

It was their glimpse into the nature and even the personality of God, the God who had singled them out as His people

After all that they had experience through their deliverance from Egypt, none of them would doubt His ability to create something out of nothing

They weren’t interested in how things came to be as much as they wanted to know the One who had delivered them

Before all the gods they knew just lived in creation and ran it, now for the first time they are learning about the God who existed before anything

He brought time and material into existence, not because He had to but because He wanted to 

And that is where we have our first encounter and His very first expression of God’s grace



Scientist have been wrestling with how and why things exist for generation



Listen it is impossible for us to imagine nothing…..




But there was nothing before there was something


Why did God create anything?



Was He lonely? I don’t think so




God created life, which created the potential for you and I




God was under no obligation to give you and I that opportunity 

Why is there something rather than nothing, because God decided that there should be something

And part of that something is you!


How about this, God created light and said it was good and separated light from darkness



He was under no obligation to create light



He could have left the world in darkness and we would have known no difference



The only time I stop to express gratitude for light is when it isn’t there



I never see light as God’s grace until it dark


This is what I mean, God’s 24/7 extension of grace generally goes unnoticed until it is taken away


The rest of the creation story goes on to explain how God systematically filled the earth with life



Endless in its variety, boundless in its scope, relentless, marvelous in complexity


Yet none of it was necessary, God was under no obligation to go to such great lengths



But He did!

When God said at the end of each creative day “It is good” we think God is looking at His handiwork and saying to Himself “Nice job!”

That is the kind of thing I say to myself when I finish cutting the grass

That is silly if you think about it, like God didn’t know it was good until He stopped to look at it

I mean, had He tried this before and it didn’t go so good?..... This time He got it right?!


And who or what is it good for or to?


God? Did God benefit form the divisions of land and fish in the sea



Would God, who is Spirit, benefit from the physical?



(Ps 19:1) says all of creation declares God’s glory. But who hears this declaration?




You and me that is who – it was good for us!



Does that sound a little self serving

Hang on – what happens next sheds some light on things (Gen 1:26) 26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 


It was after things were set in the proper order to support human life that He created man


Then He told them to enjoy all that He had created



(Gen 1:29-30)

God created the world, filled with goodness, and then gave it away, He gave us the keys


What did we do to deserve this perfect abundance? Nothing! Absolutely nothing!

That is grace!

From the standpoint of human experience, the creation of the universe and God giving it to humanity was the beginning of grace

Sunsets, those are for you


Seasons to plant and harvest, those are for you


Mountains and valleys, those are for you


Fruits and vegetables, choice of fish and meats, those are for you


The beaches, rivers, lakes, rainforest and jungles, those are for you

There is more beauty in all of creation than one person can fully comprehend, more abundance than anyone can consume

Why? That is the nature of grace


Grace is never just enough. Grace is always more than enough!
From the very outset, God established His pattern of lavishing grace on those He loves

But the best is yet to come!!!!
