Camping Season is Over
Discerning the times

Matthew 16:1-4
10/27/11
I. Camping (how many go camping?)
a. What’s the purpose?
i. Spend time with family – 
1. Teach your kids new things.  Sarah learned to ride bike while camping
2. Elden told me that their twins Kendra & Craig were almost born out in the campground one August night.  After this the two celebrated their first 8 birthdays at the campground because August is when the family camps.
3. Play games, cards, sit by the campsite, focus on instilling principles into children, telling stories, and eating!
ii. Create memorable experiences – backaches, wet tents, high winds
iii. Build relationships with friends and neighbors 
iv. Slow down from a busy schedule, get away from distractions to get refreshed.
b. When is the season over?
i. When it gets cold.  
1. In Michigan, the season lasts into October due to campgrounds shutting down.  They have to prepare campground’s stations for freezing weather.
2. People need to put their campers away dry before freezing and before snow flies.
3. One of my engineers camped in February with a tent.  Not very pleasurable.
ii. According to Elden, sometimes the storms start at home when you’re unpacking the camper!  That’s a sure sign that it’s over.
c. What do you call a person who camps all year long in Michigan?  (Homeless or poor)  There is a proper season for it.
d. As Jesus said in Matthew, it is good to discern the season or times that we live in.
II. Jesus took his disciples camping for 3-1/2 years  (this might offend someone’s philosophies)
a. Luke 9:58 “And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head”.
b. They roughed it, but it was intentional.  Jesus’ approach was to disciple, teach, train, demonstrate and build relationship.  
c. When his teaching got tough, some walked away, but the 12 never did. Jesus asked if they wanted to go away too and in John 6:68, Peter gives this response “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Also we have come to believe and know that you are the Christ, the son of the living God”.   
III. Jesus is coming back,
a. There are 2 things that are hard to comprehend in life.  1.  When Christ will return and 2.  Women.  (Slide of control station)
b. We can be sure that Christ is coming back, it just wasn’t on May 21st or October 21st as Harold Camping had said.
c. John 14:3 – “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”
IV. False Prophets in the end times
a. Matthew 24:11 – “and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people”
b. Matthew 7:15 – “beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves”
c. Harold Camping is a false prophet (one who prophesies falsely) thru his Family Radio Program
i. He prophesied that Christ would come September 1st, 1994, May 21st, 2011 and October 21st, 2011.
ii. He also said that the world would end in fiery destruction
iii. He taught that no one was saved between 1988 and 1994
iv. He taught that the church age ended in 1994
v. He teaches that the Holy Spirit is no longer working in the church
vi. He teaches that every church in the world is apostate
vii. He also has said that the churches do not teach “the whole bible” (like he does)
viii. 2 Peter 2:1 – false teachers too
V. What does Jesus say about his return?
a. Matthew 24:36-44 (vs. 36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”)
b. What are we to be doing?  - vs. 42 to keep watch!  Mark 33 says “be on guard!  Be alert.
VI. Camping’s season is over!
a. Harold Camping recently announced his retirement from Family Radio program at 90, following a stroke, it wouldn’t surprise me if he doesn’t pass away soon. 
b. His season of influencing people astray is coming to an end.  The media hardly covered the missing of the October 21st date.  Camping’s daughter said “I’m sorry to disappoint you, but we at Family Radio have been directed to not talk to the media or the press”.  Awe come on!  Man up and admit you were wrong! 
c. What is it with people who shoot off at the mouth with their own cleverly invented stories that create pain and sorrow, but then don’t want to take ownership for their part?  They are more shocked that they were wrong than that they hurt many!
d. 1 Corinthians 14:32 “And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.
e. Elijah had a school of the prophets
f. His followers are upset and disheartened
i. People put their trust in him.  Here’s part of a call to “Open Forum” that he hosts.
“You’re really pathetic, you know? I wasted all my money because of you. I was putting all my money and my hopes on you… I wish I could see you face to face, I would smack you.
ii. Proverbs 13:12 “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life.”
1. In the KJV, the Hebrew literally means “Hope (expectation) deferred (prolonged, delayed, removed) makes the heart sick (afflicted, weak, wounded, in pain), but when the desire (longing, satisfaction) cometh, it is a tree of life (fresh, alive, strong, running).”
2. Lack of profit sharing at work.
3. This is what happened to the disciples when Jesus was crucified, but then he rose from the dead
VII. Jesus prepares his disciples 
a. The season of Jesus’ ministry on this earth as they knew it was coming to a close, so he tried to prepare his disciples. John chapters 13-17 were all recorded on the night of Passover when Jesus shared Communion with them
b. He truly loved his disciples (John 13:1 says he loved them to the end).
c. He knew their hope would be dashed to pieces and that they would be scattered.  He told them all this ahead of time
d. He told his disciples several times what would happen.  Mark 10:32-34 
VIII. Communion
a. Pass out the elements 
b. This is a unique time, because today we take communion right before Halloween which is a season when evil arises.  
i. 26% increase in burglaries & 150% increase to damage claims on homes and cars during the week of Halloween.
ii. Jesus knew the next day would be Satan’s day to falsely accuse him, condemn him, beat him and put him to death.  It would be a very, difficult day.  
iii. Jesus wanted to spend his last night with his close friends and companions.  It was a very big deal!!!!  
c. Luke 22:14-20 Communion - Rod and Eddie
IX. New season
a. Camping season for Jesus and the disciples was over. The old has gone and the new has come! A new season had begun.  Jesus was making a new covenant with mankind and he was introducing it with his disciples.  It was during Passover when there was a great deliverance for God’s people.  The Passover lamb had to be killed in order for the destroying angel to pass over their house.
b. During the movie “The passion of the Christ”, Jesus says to his mother, “I’m making all things new”.  
c. After Jesus rose from the grave and he revealed himself to the disciples, he rose to heaven and the disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit.  Now the whole playing field was changed.  Full of life, excitement, power and boldness, they began to share the good news and many were added to their numbers daily.
d. Some have grown weary in watching and waiting for his return.  Some have even slipped into the darkness that we are called to shine in.  You’ve slipped into “camping mode” and God is calling us into a season of diligence and being watchful and looking for opportunities to share the good news.
e. As Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 3:1 “To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven” 

f. Challenge to step up and make a determination to enter a new season in your life starting today!  
