Grace Part 7
Rescued by Grace

Joshua 6:20-21

When I first got saved in September of 1992, the story of Israel conquering the city of Jericho was on of the first Bible stories I learned. 

It taught me an important lesson right from the start: I have nothing to fear when facing obstacles or intimidating enemies; a great and powerful God loves me and has promised to fight on my behalf!!!

Have you ever stopped and imagine the sights, sounds, and smells of that day?


The violent bloody carnage that took place as the Israelites killed every living thing in Jericho

If you think about it too long, you think there is a dark side to God that people rarely see or try to pretend doesn’t exist 

Is this why some people refuse to believe in the God of the Bible?

Is this why some reject the O.T. God as a primitive being compared to the tender compassionate God of the N.T. ?

The contrast images of the O.T. God and the N.T. God creates a real and difficult tension
I am not going to try to explain it away either, the fact is God is both terrifying and merciful


God hates evil and loves people


*God punishes sin and He extends grace to sinners

Believing that the God of the O.T. is different than the God of the N.T. will cause you to create God in the image you are comfortable with

That is always a mistake


But believing they are one in the same leaves us with some explaining to do


And the story of the carnage at Jericho is one of those times that demands explanation

650 years before the battle of Jericho, God made and unconditional covenant with Abraham, he would be the father of a great nation, he would receive God’s special blessing, and his descendants would have the promised land of Canaan

But God also promised they would be a great people in Egypt too (Gen 15:13-15)

430 years later a family of 45 became a people of 3 million

In the mean time the people of Canaan multiplied, built cities, cultivated the land, and developed into a dozen or more distinct cultures
So when Israel stood on the borders of their promised land and prepared to occupy it, lo and behold, it was already occupied!

This left the Canaanites 3 options

1. Move out and settle somewhere else

2. Commit resources to fight and defeat the Israelites 

3. Surrender to Israel and offer to be for them what Israel had been for Egypt, slaves

The idea of invasion offends our modern sensibilities, pushing people off of their land sounds wrong

But the bible tells us that this land grab had a twist (Gen 15:16)

This is an important verse – when you read this statement in context, the meaning is clear

While Israel was becoming a nation under Pharaoh, the people in Canaanites were becoming a pagan culture that was weird even by ancient standards

Idol worship was rampant, some of the most shocking practices imaginable including incest, bestiality, institutionalized sexual abuse of women, child sacrifice (Lev 18:24-28)

They were so bad that God decided to blot them out completely

These were unredeemable cultures, not the people, but the cultures

The phrase “full measure” in Gen 15:16 means that God was giving these groups ample time and opportunity to abandon their wicked ways

As you read the book of Joshua, it is apparent God used Israel to judge and punish these pagan cultures

But this brings up a question that bothers me, 
How would the Canaanites have known their pagan practices were offensive to God? How would they know they were sinning?

And sinning against who?


What did they know about God?

The answer to these questions is, we don’t know, but we can make an educated and informed guess.

The fact that God waited so long to judge the Canaanites, more than 450 years, implies that they had probably been warned

From what we see in the rest of the O.T. its not a stretch to believe God sent a prophet to warn them if they didn’t repent


God sent Jonah to a non-Jewish nation to tell them to repent

While we don’t know if this is true or not for the Canaanites we do know God was paying attention to what was happing in the promised land, and He was not encouraged

So as Israel crossed the Jordan and entered Canaan, they came not only to conquer, but to cleanse the land

With that understanding God gave Israel strict instructions regarding their invasion

Do not intermarry, destroy everything of value, do not enrich yourself with the spoils of war, certain cities were to be completely destroyed never to be rebuilt

For most of us it sounds a bit extreme, and certainly uncharacteristic of the God of mercy and grace

But remember the effect of sin on the world was equally extreme


Everything in the world had been contaminated by sin

God was taking extreme measures to ensure that this nation He built from scratch got off to the right start

The early years were foundational but fragile

Nothing can be left to chance; this was to be a nation like no other


Do you understand now why so much was riding on the success of this relocation?


God was shielding them from the influence of the surrounding cultures

God knew from this nation would come the One through whom grace would be offered to all the cultures and kingdoms of the world
Back to our story

Like any good military leader, Joshua sent a couple of men to scout out the territory and the cities defenses

They posed as travelers, found room and board in the city with a prostitute named Rahab


Just before nightfall they were spotted and word reached the King of Jericho

The King ordered Rahab to turn over the spies but she decided to hide them instead risking her own life

After the officials left to go look for them Rahab explains why she risked her life, her speech not only reveals her motivation, but it also gives us a glimpse into the hearts of the Canaanites      (Josh 2:8-11)

She confirmed that they knew the one true God had given them the land

Apparently the promise given to Abraham 650 years earlier was commonly known among the Canaanites

The Canaanites would have understood the significance of their arrival (vs. 11)


But Rahab responded different than her countryman



They prepared for war; she surrendered and asked for protection (Josh 2:12-13)
They promised to spare her life and the lives of anyone in her house on the day of the battle

She was to tie a scarlet cord in her window so all of Israel would know which apartment to spare during the battle

Anyone gathered in her apartment on that day would be saved

Does that sound like the Passover to you?.........

By the time Joshua succeeded Moses, he would have been a seasoned general and when it came time to attack Jericho he would have planned a standard siege tactics, except the Lord intervened with an unusual plan (Josh 6:3-4)

Some think this was an attempt at psychological warfare

We know from Rahab they already feared the Israelite’s God

So putting the Ark of the Covenant, the symbol of God’s presence, at the lead would have been a stroke of genius

God had planned to conquer the city supernaturally from the beginning (Josh 6:5)

So why bother with the parade for 6 days? 


Why not march once, sound the trumpet, shout, then flatten the walls on the first day?

Could it be God was giving the people of Jericho grace by giving them 6 days to sleep on their decision to oppose His people?

He would have honored 10,000 scarlet cords hanging from windows

He would have been delighted for the city officials to open the gates and abandon their idols, abolish their degrading customs, and acknowledge Israel’s God as the one true God


But 6 days passed and only Rahab and her family sought God’s mercy

On the 7th day the walls came down in a powerful supernatural way and if the nation of Canaan was afraid before, the fear factor was exponential after the victory at Jericho
The walls collapsed, chaos ensued

The Israelites followed the Lord’s instructions to the letter, killed every person and animal, destroyed buildings, set fire to anything left

Yet in the midst of the chaos and carnage, God spared on household because of the faith of one Canaanite prostitute
At the end of the day nothing remained except Rahab, her family, and their possessions (Josh 6:22-25)

Don’t rush by the last line too fast – it’s incredibly important

*A prostitute, who should have been stoned according to the law Moses had received, became an accepted member of the community, an adopted daughter of the covenant
Her trust in God and acceptance in the community entitled her to receive a portion of the land promised to Abraham’s descendants

Listen, by surrendering her illegitimate claim to the land and by receiving God’s gracious offer of mercy and forgiveness, Rahab became and adopted daughter in the family of God and an heir to Abraham’s promise



But the story doesn’t end there!




Salmon saw her as a beautiful woman of faith and married her

They gave birth to Boaz and he, no doubt, being influenced by his parents story married a dispossessed widow from Moab named Ruth

Boaz and Ruth became the great-grandparents of King David



Rahab ceased to be known as Rahab the harlot

She became, because of God’s grace, the wife of Salmon and the mother of Boaz

She is a prominent figure in Hebrew history

The mother of kings, the great-grandmother of the greatest dynasty the world will ever know

Even better than all of that, the Messiah, the King of kings, would be born from her lineage!!!!!!!!

Generations look upon Rahab as one of the most fortunate women ever to find refuge in the mercy of God


In the end Rahab received far more than she ever surrendered




She received grace upon grace and divine favor beyond her wildest imaginings

Rahab’s story illustrates the wonder and beauty of God’s grace 


But her story is not so different from each of us


Before Israel showed up outside the walls of Jericho, Rahab wore a label – Rahab the harlot


Women do not usually become prostitutes unless they are forced to



No doubt, even in her pagan culture, she felt the indignity of her occupation


Given the opportunity to die with her pagan countrymen or surrender to God, she chose God



As a result, she received a new label – Rahab the mother of kings!

Her story is our story


We each have a label – whether we hide our past or people know about it, there can be shame in it

In fact these labels often cause us to shy away from approaching God
But isn’t it interesting that when they Israelites spies offered to spare her life, they never asked about her lifestyle
Abandoning her trade was not part of the deal – changing her life wasn’t discussed

Rahab’s label was not an obstacle to God’s grace and neither is yours!!!!!!
We, like Rahab, are invited as we are, label and all
We, like Rahab, have been invited to join God in a relationship initiated by faith, not adherence to a set of rules
This is the way of grace, and this is the way it has been from the beginning


Grace doesn’t require people with embarrassing labels to shed those labels before they come



Grace is what empowers us to do that



Grace doesn’t demand, grace assists

Rahab’s story is an unmistakable message that grace is slow to judge and quick to deliver


How true is this for us?
*When it comes to your labels, current or past, God is slow to judge and more than willing to deliver


Not after you’ve freed yourself or distanced yourself from your embarrassing labels


But as part of the process


In fact, grace provides you with labels of its own: Forgiven. Accepted. Loved

We don’t know how long it took Rahab to completely shake her past


We can’t know how long it took her to not view herself through the lens of her past behavior

I think it was probably a process, but a process that ended with her fully embracing her new life, her new identity, and her new standing with God 
It may take you a while before you can put away your label once and for all

But you need to begin to renew your mind to the new labels that are yours through the grace of your heavenly Father

This is our new prayer: Heavenly Father, I believe that your grace is more powerful than my label. I believe that Christ died to pay the penalty for the sin my label represents. I believe you are offering me a new label. Forgiven, Accepted, Loved. Today I declare that what you say about me is true. I am forgiven. I am accepted. I am loved. Teach me to live my life in accordance with who You say I am. Amen
