Wedding Policy
Brian M. Carmichael Sr.

What Is A Wedding Policy?


Simply stated, a wedding policy is a statement of requirements and expectations that a man and woman must meet in order for me to consider officiating at their wedding ceremony.  These requirements are the result of much soul searching and are a matter of personal convictions.  They are not a statement of indictment or of judgment on anyone.  They are intended for your benefit as you consider your marriage- and for mine as a minister of the gospel.

Why Have A Wedding Policy?


Sometimes couples who ask me to officiate at their wedding ceremony have not considered the tremendous responsibility that is mine.  Whether you understand it or not, whether you agree with it or not, I bear a sense of responsibility for your marriage and your life together.  The Bible is specific about who should be married, and therefore it serves as a guide for who I, as a minister of God’s Word, should unite in holy matrimony.  Again I say, these are personal convictions hammered out over a period of years and it does not necessarily reflect on you or your marriage.

Statement of Policy:
I believe that a wedding ceremony should be Christ-centered.  A wedding is a celebration of two people God has brought together.  The wedding and its preparation should be done in a way that will bring honor and glory to God.  Therefore, the following are guidelines for my personal policies for weddings.  It is intended that these policies allow both you and me the opportunity to examine your life-changing plans for marriage and my potential participation in them.

1. I will not perform a wedding ceremony for a non-Christian man and a non-Christian woman.
2. I will not perform a wedding ceremony for a Christian (man or woman) with a non-Christian (woman or man). 

3. I will perform a wedding ceremony only for a man and a woman who are active growing Christians.
4. I will not perform a wedding ceremony for any couple that does not fulfill all of the counseling assignments and session.  If the couple is not willing to prepare themselves for the marriage, what is the use in having the wedding?  I aspect willing workers.    
Malachi 2:14 clearly indicates God is not in favor of divorce.  He wants a husband and wife to be loyal, respectful and devoted toward one another throughout their married life together.  Thus, it grieves Him and the Body of Christ when a couple decides to divorce.  However, while divorce falls short of God’s standard, it is no greater sin than any other.  It, like all sin, is forgiven at the Cross of Calvary through Jesus Christ’s atoning sacrifice.  Through His grace God shows His compassion for the hurts of His people.

The Body of Christ is a gathering of forgiven sinners partaking of the grace and healing of God.  We are not perfect people with perfect pasts.  We are of the band of those who have been shown grace, mercy and forgiveness and not judgment.  We seek to uphold God’s standards of conduct with compassion and sensitivity rather than with legalism and insensitivity.  Each situation of divorce is distinctive unto itself and must be approached with understanding and integrity.  

There will be about six to eight counseling sessions each lasting about an hour.  The Counseling Sessions will consist of the following
Session 1- Opening Interview
Session 2- Why Marriage?
Session 3- God’s Equation for Marriage: When One Plus One Equals One
Session 4- Authentic Communication: Avoiding the Post-Wedding Let Down
Session 5- Roles and Responsibility: Moving Beyond the Cultural Stereotypes
Session 6- Money, Money, Money
Session 7- Intimacy: Sexual Communication in Marriage
All materials for use in the counseling sessions will be at the expense of the couple.  The books can be purchase either online http://www.shopfamilylife.com/single-life--engagement.html
or at Lifeway Bookstore.  
The following are a list of books that are required.
Preparing for Marriage: Study Guide (Paperback)

Dave Boehi, Brent Nelson, Jeff Schulte, Lloyd Shadrach






The following list is a suggestion
Love, Sex, and Lasting Relationships (Paperback)

Chip Ingram




Covenant Marriage: Building Communication & Intimacy (Hardback)

Dr. Gary Chapman




http://shop.churchandfamilyreformation.org/Family-Driven-Faith-BKFDFVB.htm
Family Driven Faith

[image: image3.jpg]



More teens are turning away from the faith than ever before: it is estimated that 75 to 88% of Christian teens walk away from Christianity by the end of their freshman year of college. Something must be done. Family Driven Faith equips Christian parents with the tools they need to raise children biblically in a post-Christian, anti-family society. Voddie Baucham, who with his wife has overcome a multi-generational legacy of broken and dysfunctional homes, shows that God has not left us alone in raising godly children. He has given us timeless precepts and principles for multi-generational faithfulness, especially in Deuteronomy 6. God's simple command to Moses to teach the Word diligently to the children of Israel serves as the foundation of Family Driven Faith. 

AUTHOR: VODDIE BAUCHAM

Statement of Policy: 

The family at Holy Temple M. B. Church believes that a wedding ceremony should be Christ-centered.  A wedding is a celebration of two people God has brought together.  The wedding and its preparation should be done in a way that will bring honor and glory to God.  Therefore, the church will not marry (2) unbelievers together.  Neither will the church marry a believer with an unbeliever.  
Procedures: The following is geared toward a separate ceremony that is on any day other than Sunday.  If the couple wants to get married on Sunday at the end of the worship service, in the pastor’s study with a witness or in a home with a witness than disregard everything except Roman numeral I.   
I. Counseling- All engaged couples being married at Holy Temple M. B. Church will be required to have at least 6 counseling sessions with a counselor on our staff.  The counseling must be completed two weeks prior to the wedding.  It is the couple’s responsibility to complete the six sessions.  If the couple fails to do this, the wedding will be canceled.  The church believes that this counseling is essential in providing a Christ-centered wedding.  However, if the wedding should be canceled during or after counseling has been completed the couple will be charged a fee of $25 per counseling session completed.   *$150 deposit is needed before the counseling sessions begin.*
II. Making Reservation- Application for use of Holy Temple M. B. Church facilities will be made with the church’s Membership Team (Fellowship Minister) by completing the Wedding Arrangement form.  Fees are payable at the time reservations are made.  Dates will not be calendared until fees are paid.

III. Rehearsal- The rehearsal must begin promptly, and on time, since a large number of people are involved and delays consume every persons time.

A. Both sets of parents, and all ushers, should be present for the rehearsal.

B. A Sound technician will not be present at Wedding rehearsal

C. There will not be time for soloist(s) to rehearse songs during this rehearsal 

IV. Fee Schedule- Holy Temple M. B. Church does not wish to charge its members for the use of the buildings.  However, it is necessary to charge for personnel providing services for church member’s weddings.  THESE COSTS ARE EXPECTED TO BE PAID AT THE TIME OF THE REHEARSAL.

A. Sanctuary- Fee $300.00,  For the use of the sanctuary ($175).  It also provides for a Sound Technician ($50).  It also provides for the Facility Director’s services ($75).  Any individuals seeking to be married that are not a member of the church will be charged an addition $200.

B. Reception/Fellowship Hall- Fee $100, This provides for set up of tables and chairs before the reception and for cleaning and resetting for Sunday Activities after the reception.  All receptions require the completion of the Wedding Reception information form by the Wedding Coordinator.

V. Suggested Honorariums- Following is a list of suggested honorariums that are given for the benefit of assisting the wedding couple as they consider their wedding budget.

A. Minister $100 - $150

B. Vocalists $50

C. Organist/pianist $75 
VI. Music- Since a wedding is a worship service, the music must promote worship.  All music must be either sacred, contemporary Christian or classical.  The Minister of Music must approve all music.  Any exceptions to this procedure will be reviewed and approved by the Minister of Music.  His judgment will be based on the word content of the song.  All music should be approved at least two weeks before the wedding.

VII. Decorations- No furnishings may be moved from other parts of the building, Facilities staff will remove any furnishings customary for all weddings.  Nails, tacks, staples, screws, pins, tape, or anything that will mar the woodwork, pews and wall finishes may not be used.

Sample Marriage Ceremony   (May not be the exact procedure.  If there are any specific request concerning the ceremony, please inform the pastor well in advance)
Music

Entrance of the parents

Entrance of the bridesmaid and groomsman 

Entrance of the bride

Music

Pray 

Message- God has ordained the institution of marriage.  The Lord has made it possible for a man and a woman being joined together will be a reflection of the union of Christ and the church.  Therefore, it is necessary for the man and the woman to have a love that is a friendship love, romantic love, and forever love.  

Ephesians 5:22-29

22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.

25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

KJV

Friendship love- the song writer said, “What a friend we have in Jesus all our sins and grieves to bear.  I believe that you as a couple ought to like to do things together and love being around one another.  Be a friend to each other.  Don’t make others your best friend but make each other your best friend.

Romantic love- This area is one that most couples don’t have a problem with at first but when the babies come and the pressures of live creep most often the romance stops.  I want to challenge you today that you still go out on dates.  Find time to romance each other.  

Forever love-God’s love will never fell it is not based on the circumstance but on His commitment toward us.  This commitment was so great that it looked beyond faults and saw our needs.  I challenge both of you today to have a forever love. 

To the Man:

Do you ___________ take _____________ this woman to be your lawful wife and do you solemnly promise before God and these witnesses, to love her, comfort her, honor and keep her in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others keep thee only unto her so long as you both shall live?

I DO

To the Woman:

Do you ___________ take _____________ this man to be your lawful husband; and do you solemnly promise before God and these witnesses that you will love, honor, and keep him in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others keep thee only unto him so long as you both shall love?

I DO

Both will repeat this

With this ring I thee wed and with all my worldly goods I thee endow, in the name of the worldly goods I thee endow, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen

Pronounce them husband and wife

Pray

Music
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