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FROM THE VICAR'S DESK (M. C. Gillette)
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I heard someone say the other day that they had discovered that what they were told about Santa Claus as a child was true of the Gospels as well:  If you don't believe, you don’t receive.  I opened my mouth to argue, but then I thought the better of it.  My initial reaction came from my aversion to 'prosperity gospels' which proclaim that God intends for us all to be wealthy according to the ways of the world, to have whatever we want of physical possessions, privilege, power, and prestige.  But belief is, fundamentally, the source and center of all spiritual life.  When we believe – when we  truly believe without hesitation in our heart, without the lingering doubt that slowly drains the hope out of any dream, without the latent fear that snuffs  out potential and possibility – scripture tells us we will receive what we ask for, although the end result often might not look much like what we had in mind when we made our request.  Roman Catholic nun and author Karole Jackowski, writing about divine magic (the essence of 'magic' simply being when something we want to happen does, indeed, come to pass), suggests that there are several things one should do in consideration of this reality:

· Set aside your 'grown-up' anxiety about appearing naïve, childish, and foolish aside, and let yourself believe that you will receive what you wish and pray for.

· Give no thought whatsoever to how, when, and where your prayer should be answered – leave the details to God.

· Be very specific and focused in your request.  It is often difficult to wade through the complex layers of 'wants' to get to your core desire, but part of the power of prayer is to help you 'peel the onion' to expose your essential yearnings.

· Never ask for anything at the expense of someone else; ask instead, for example, that all obstacles be removed, clearing the way for your prayer to be answered.  

· Use your prayer power for good.  Remember that the concept of 'karma' – that what you put out into the universe will come back to you – is reflected in The Golden Rule.  That is, doing unto others as you would have done unto you is a good practice because what you do unto others will, indeed, be done to you in time, for better or worse.  

· The most important ingredient in focusing your prayer power is love.  Believing and love bring out the God in each of us.

· Necessity is a potent prayer power.  Soul-stunning experiences – natural disaster, illness, violence, pain, fear, anger – either shut you down or drive you to seek the transformation of your difficult situations into gateways leading to new life.  Those who believe, pray.  When your life is disturbed – when something has ended, or has gone badly, or has hurt – you sense the need for something to change, for something to happen, for some kind of divine intervention to alter positively the way you feel and the course of your life.  The transformative power of prayer starts when you offer the deep longings of your heart to God – for that is the offering God wants most, the contents of your heart and soul.

· Carl Jung said that repetition is the secret of probability, meaning that the more times you repeat a certain activity the greater the chances of getting a desired outcome.  Develop your own sacred rituals around prayer – habits of time, place, gesture, words, and other actions (such as lighting a candle or burning incense) – and repeat them often.

· Be patient – and be observant.  After a few weeks you should begin to notice that something's changed, especially your way of thinking about the matter in question.

· Don't forget to thank God.  When you engage in prayer, God, in effect, pays you a divine visit.  It's only appropriate to offer thanks in kind.  How?  By giving your spare change to anyone who asks.  By listening to someone's heartache, no matter how many times you've heard their story before.  By tolerating one more interruption from someone who drives you crazy.  By refusing to tolerate injustice and oppression.  And… so on.

As we begin a new year, let's do so with believing hearts living in the expectation of the miraculous.  Who knows what might result?

	UPCOMING SERVICES – CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES – JANUARY 2012

	Sunday 

01 January

Single Service

10:00 a.m.!
	Sunday 

08 January

8 & 10:30 a.m.

Baptism of Our Lord
	Sunday 

15 January

8 & 10:30 a.m.


	Sunday

22 January

8 & 10:30 a.m.


	Sunday 

29 January

8 & 10:30 a.m.



	Scheduled Clergy

Presider:

VanderMeer

Preacher:

VanderMeer

Deacon:

None
	Scheduled Clergy:

Presider:

Gillette

Preacher:

Murray

Deacon:

None
	Scheduled Clergy:

Presider:

Gillette

Preacher:

Gillette

Deacon:

None
	Scheduled Clergy:

Presider:

Gillette

Preacher:

Gillette

Deacon:

None
	Scheduled Clergy:

Presider:

Gillette

Preacher:

Gillette

Deacon:

None

	The Holy Name of our Lord Jesus Christ
	1st Sunday after the Epiphany (B)


	2nd Sunday after the Epiphany (B)
	3rd Sunday after the Epiphany (B)
	4th Sunday after the Epiphany (B)

	FIRST LESSON

Numbers

6:22-27

RESPONSE

Psalm 8

SECOND LESSON

Galatians 

4:4-7

GOSPEL

Luke

2:15-21
	FIRST LESSON

Genesis 

1:1-5

RESPONSE

Psalm 29

SECOND LESSON

Acts

19:1-7

GOSPEL

Mark

1:4-11
	FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 

62:1-5

RESPONSE

Psalm 36

5-10

SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians 

12:1-11

GOSPEL

John

2:1-11
	FIRST LESSON

Nehemiah

8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

RESPONSE

Psalm 19

SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians

12:12-31a

GOSPEL

Luke

4:14-21
	FIRST LESSON

Jeremiah

1:4-10

RESPONSE

Psalm 71

1:6

SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians 

13:1-13

GOSPEL

Luke

4:21-30


SOME CHURCHY STUFF (M. C. Gillette)
In this monthly article, we look at terms and definitions of things you might see or hear around church.  Nothing fancy here – these entries are out of the Armentrout/Slocum An Episcopal Dictionary of the Church, sometimes supplemented by me, and sometimes simply copied directly.  If something in particular piques your interest, let me know, and we’ll deal with it in more depth.
BLACK FAST.  If you type "black fast" into the image tab of your favorite search engine, you get a variety of interesting pictures, mostly dealing with sporty automobiles and lingerie.  And I'm sure all those items are very nice, but they are probably rather at odds with what 'black fast' means in Episcopal usage.  What we mean when we use this phrase is the custom of observing the two great Prayer Book fast days, Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, by eating no food at all.  This practice, while still used today by particularly strict interpreters of the church's exhortation to spend these two days in fasting and prayer, was fairly common among devout church people in the nineteenth century.

BLACK LETTER DAYS.  These are the lesser feasts of the church year.  Just under 70 lesser feasts were added to the calendar of the English Prayer Book in 1567 (and we have more today).  These lesser feasts became known as black-letter days – as opposed to red-letter days, which is what major feasts (Christmas, Holy Name, Epiphany, Presentation, Trinity, Transfiguration, All Saints Day) were called.  And why were major feasts called red-letter days?  Because they were printed in the Prayer Book calendar in red.  In Prayer Books with single-color printing, major feasts were printed in bold type and lesser feasts in lightface type.  

[image: image5.wmf]BLACK RUBRIC.  This is really something of an oxymoron, given that 'rubric' means 'something usually written in red.'   And it never appeared in an American Prayer Book.  Anyway, the 'black rubric' is the name usually given to the "Declaration on Kneeling" that was first printed at the end of the rite for Holy Communion in the 1552 Book of Common Prayer.  In the Prayer Book, 'rubrics' – which are, in fact, usually printed in red – are directions that go along with the text (such as "All stand while one or more of the following anthems is sung or said" or "The Peace may be exchanged")  In September 1552, highly Protestant John Knox and others argued before King Edward VI's Privy Council that Holy Communion should be received sitting.  Archbishop Thomas Cranmer refuted their arguments.  But the Council acted on its own authority and ordered the inclusion of the Declaration in the new prayer book.  The first copies had already been printed so it had to be pasted into them as a correction slip.  The Declaration was understood to deny the 'real presence' in the eucharistic elements, explaining that kneeling was an expression of "humble and grateful acknowledging the benefits of Christ, given unto the worthy receiver" and did not imply an adoration of the bread and wine as the real and essential presence of Christ's natural body/flesh and blood.  So, what did it say?  "We do declare that it is not meant thereby, that any adoration is done, or ought to be done, either to the Sacramental bread and wine there bodily received, or to any real or essential Presence there being of Christ’s natural flesh and blood. For as concerning the Sacramental bread and wine, they remain still in their very natural substances, and therefore may not be adored, for those were Idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful Christians. And as concerning the natural body and blood of our savior Christ, they are in heaven and not here. For it is against the truth of Christ’s natural body, to be in more places than one, at the same time."
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BLANDINA.  Not good to have been Saint Blandina, who died in 177.  She was a virgin slave girl who was arrested along with her master and 47 other Christians and eventually martyred in Lyons, France, during a persecution by the Emperor Marcus Aurelius.  Her heroic courage is described in a "Letter of the Churches of Lyons and Vienne."  Blandina, Pothimus (Bishop of Lyons), and 5 other of the Martyrs are mentioned in the letter by name.  When those Christians who had been arrested during the persecution were brought to trial, Blandina's companions greatly feared that on account of her bodily frailty she might not remain steadfast under torture. But although the legate caused her to be tortured in a horrible manner, so that even the executioners became exhausted "as they did not know what more they could do to her", still she remained faithful and repeated to every question "I am a Christian and we commit no wrongdoing." Through fear of torture non-Christian slaves had testified against their masters that the Christians when assembled committed scandalous acts.  The judge desired to wring confession of this misconduct from the Christian prisoners. In his report to the emperor the legate stated that those who held to their Christian belief were to be executed and those who denied their faith were to be released; Blandina was, therefore, with a number of companions subjected to new tortures in the amphitheater at the time of the public games. She was bound to a stake and wild beasts were set on her. They did not, however touch her.  After this for a number of days she was led into the arena to see the sufferings of her companions. Finally, as the last of the martyrs, she was scourged, placed on a red-hot grate, enclosed in a net and thrown before a wild steer who tossed her into the air with his horns, and at last killed with a dagger.  The "Martyrs of Lyons" are commemorated in the Episcopal calendar of the church year on 02 June.
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Change and Connect Us: An Ecumenical Celebration!”:  This event for and with all the Wauconda-area churches will be held on Sunday, January 29 at 6:00 p.m. at Transfiguration Catholic Parish.  The Knights of Columbus will serve a meal at the cost of $5 per person or $20 per family beginning at 5:00 p.m., also at Transfiguration.  All are invited to gather with their friends and neighbors from different Christian churches for this time of song, prayer and unity.  Bring a dessert to share if you’d like.
 PARISH LIFE
[image: image8.wmf]

Bishop’s Visitation Schedule Announced:  Our new Assisting Bishop, the Rt. Rev. C. Christopher Epting, will be making a Visitation to Holy Apostles on Sunday, September 16.  Please make a note of this important date!  As noted in last month’s Apostles Post, Bishop Lee recently announced that Bishop Epting had accepted an invitation to join our Diocese as a (part-time) Assisting Bishop in the wake of Bishop Scantlebury's retirement earlier this year.  Bishop Epting is the retired Bishop of Iowa and served for 9 years as the Ecumenical Officer of the Episcopal Church.  He will be sharing in the visitation schedule and engaging in other ministries in support of Bishop Lee's vision for the Diocese.  
[image: image9.wmf]Book Discussion Group (Lisa Earley):  We enjoy discussing our books from a wide breadth of perspectives and experiences (and yummy snacks are always part of the meeting).  Please join us on the fourth Tuesday of the month, at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise indicated.  Meetings are hosted by various book group members, and new faces are always welcome!  We’ll be discussing The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot on January 24.  (Location TBD)

Wauconda/Island Lake Food Pantry: The count for the November milk jug was $116.00!   For November the food pantry served 259 families which totaled 775 individuals.  18 of these were new to the pantry. Please keep them in your prayers.  There is a sign-up sheet in Lincoln Hall if  you would be interested in volunteering some Saturdays between 10am and 12noon. If you have any questions please ask Rick or Marsha Fedor or email fedor711@ameritech.net.
Important reminders - 

We really, really need folks:
1.  To let us know if you intend to pledge to support the mission and ministry of Holy Apostles this year -- whether that pledge be for $1/month or $1000/month.
2.  For the Bishop's Committee.  Meetings are currently the 3rd Tuesday of each month, a 7 p.m., but with consensus that could change. If you would be willing to serve in this critical capacity -- remember, the Canons say that while you don't need your own priest to be a church, you do need your own BC -- PLEASE let Sandy Brown know.  sandybrown011@comcast.net
3.  To perform those ministries that support our worship.  We need more folks on altar guild, flower guild, as readers, and as service leaders (our priest’s white-robed helpers).  Please consider signing on to help in this way.




	JANUARY 2012    (See page 2 for Service Schedule.)

	SUN
	MON
	TUE
	WED
	THU
	FRI
	SAT

	1
Single Service at 10am


	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
Food Pantry



	8
	9
7pm Shawl Ministry
	10

	11
7pm Advent Discussion Series

	12
	13
	14
Food Pantry



	15

	16

	17

7pm Bishop’s Committee


	18

	19
	20
	21
Food Pantry

	22
3:45pm

Service at Wauconda Care Center
	23
7pm Shawl Ministry
	24
7:30 Book Discussion Group 


	25

	26

	27
	28
Food Pantry



	29
6pm Ecumenical Celebration at Transfiguration Church 


	30

	31

	
	
	
	




January Birthdays:



January Anniversaries:

January 3:  Michelle Permenter

January 18:  Jody and Don Moon


January 8:  Betty Jo Hoebbel


January 9:  Rick Taylor


January 10:  Diane Cooper


January 20:  Paul Sprenger


January 25:  Patti Glade

HERE AND THERE: (M. C. Gillette)

In this on-going article, we pull things from our various Diocesan calendars and church websites so see what’s going on around us. For more information about what's happening at Cathedral Commons (the name for the combined 'campus' of the Diocesan Headquarters and the Cathedral of Saint James, you can always visit the Diocesan Website at http://www.episcopalchicago.org.

Bishop Lee's Christmas Message.  To hear a Christmas Message from Bishop Lee, click here  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=CTyUCQf_QtI or cut-and-paste this address onto your web browser.  Remember that there are 12 days to Christmas!

First Saturday Workshop, Cathedral of Saint James.  MOVE FROM CHARITY TO ADVOCACY AND BACK:  First Saturday Workshop January 7th - 9:30 am til 12:30 pm 

The Social Justice Team welcomes Ken Butigan, Director of Pace e Bene, a peace and justice worker, teacher, workshop facilitator, dynamic trainer, and writer for over two decades. Ken will help St. James members to understand the gospel message of the Baptismal Covenant and how to move from charity to advocacy and back. Ken is a dynamic nonviolence trainer rooted in the gospel. You are encouraged to attend. 

Read more.



The Great Awakening.  Register by December 30 to save .  Bring your congregation and celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany with Bishop Lee and eminent authors Brian McLaren and Diana Butler Bass as they light fires, issue permission slips and dismiss fears about the church's future. It's all part of our Great Awakening, and it's a festival you don't want to miss. Learn more and register by December 30 before the registration fee increases.

When: Friday, January 6, 7 to 9:30 pm. The party continues January 7 from 9 am to 12:30 pm.

Where: Crowne Plaza Hotel O'Hare, 5440 North River Road, Rosemont, Illinois. The conference rate is $89/night; book here by December 20 to receive the discounted group rate.

Cost: Register by December 30 for a special rate of $25 per person or $100 for a group of 5 people. After December 30, the registration fee is $35 per person.
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