The Bible is…   (2 Timothy 3:16)
…the inspired Word of God.  (It was written by God through men.)
…inerrant in its original text.  (There are no errors are untruths in it.)

…authoritative for all humans.  (Because the All-Powerful Uncreated Creator wrote it, then He-through the Bible-has the final say in all matters.)

…one book with one Author although it is made up of 66 separate books.

Huge diversity

a. Written  in three different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek)

b. by 40 different men (kings, fishermen, doctors, tax-collectors, religious leaders, etc….)

c. on three continents (Africa, Asia, Europe)

d. over about 1600 years (1500BC to about 70AD)

Incredible unity

e. Never contradicts itself.

f. All point to the same thing: the Glory of God through His Son Jesus Christ.

The 39 Old Testament books are divided into three kinds of writing: the first 17 books are history, the next 5 books are poetry, and the last 17 books are prophecy.

The Old Testament history books can be further divided into 5 books of the law (by Moses) and 12 further books that primarily give the history of the nation of Israel.

The Old Testament prophecy books can be further divided into 5 books by what are called Major Prophets and 12 books by what are called Minor Prophets.

The Old Testament designations of the prophets as Major and Minor really has nothing to do with importance, but more to do with length (even though it’s inconsistent). The prophetical books can be divided in two ways: prophets to the northern kingdom and prophets to the southern kingdom, and whether they were pre-exile, during exile, or post exile (with three exceptions).

Then there was 400 years of silence.  The Bible says nothing of these years.

The 27 New Testament books are divided into three kinds of writing also; history (5), personal letters (21), and prophecy (1).

The first four historical books of the New Testament are called the Gospels because they tell the story of the Life of Jesus, from four different peoples observations.

The next book of history in the New Testament tells the story of the life of Jesus through His body (the church) and the spread of Christianity immediately after His death.

The next 21 books are letters written by men.  They are titled by who wrote them, or who they were written too.

The first 13 letters are written by the Apostle Paul, and are titled by who he wrote them to.

The next 8 letters are titled by who wrote them, with the exception of Hebrews because we don’t know who wrote that letter.

The last letter was written by John and describes the vision of Jesus he saw regarding the end of the world and the judgments of God.
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Yearbook Theology: reading the Bible as though it were a story about you.

Why did YHWH create anything?

· Romans 11:36 “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever. Amen.”

Why did YHWH create humans?

· Isaiah 43:6-7 “whom I have created for my glory”

· Philippians 2:13 “God is at work in you… for His good pleasure.”

Why did Jesus Come to Earth?

· To die for man’s sin?  Correct, but notice how man-centered that response is.  It revolves around what humans get out of it, not what God gets! Is it really all about us?

· John 12:27 “For this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name!”

· John 17:1 “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son, that the Son may glorify you.”

· Jesus Christ did not come to earth to die for the sins of man, He came to glorify the Father BY dying for the sins of man.  That subtle difference makes a huge difference! From it being all about us, to it being all about HIM!

· This is not withstanding Matthew 18:11 and Luke 19:10 where Jesus says, “The Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.”  Again, He came to glorify God BY saving that which was lost.

Why does YHWH forgive sins?

· Psalm 25:11 “For your names sake oh YHWH pardon my iniquity.”

· Isaiah 43:25 “I am the one that wipes out your transgressions, for my own sake.”

 Some parts of the next section taken from Bob Sjogren’s book: Unveiled at Last ,and  Ralph Winters papers on the Ten Epochs of Human History
Bible is NOT a self help book.  We are not the central theme (Yearbook Theology). The Bible isn’t broken up into a bunch of unrelated letters and stories.  It is one book, with one central theme.  It has an introduction, a main theme and story line, and a conclusion.  What is the story about all stories?  The story above all stories is the story of God’s Glory.

Introduction to Bible is Gen 1-11

· A glorious good creation by an all-powerful, personal God.
· In Genesis 1:28 God commanded they multiply and spread out, thus creating a planet of culturally diverse worshippers.
· The entrance of a rebellious evil, an evil superhuman power.

· Humanity caught up in that rebellion and brought under the power of that evil.
· Gen 11 they stayed in one place and tried to create a name for themselves.  It was only they and God.  They were trying to make themselves equal to God!

· God didn’t want them to go past the point of no return like before (the flood) so He scattered them and confused their languages.  70 distinct groups.

Main story Gen 12 – Jude

· Eventual goal of story – culturally diverse worshippers bringing God the glory He deserves. (To give us a fuller picture of His glory, He created diversity through creating different cultures to then turn around and unify those cultures through redemption in Christ.)

· Main story is God blessing his people to be a blessing to others resulting in greater glory for Himself and greater joy for them!

· Gen. 12-1-3 God looked down and saw 70 distinct groups of people, and He loved every one of them equally.  He wanted to reach out to all of them with the blessing of redemption.  He could have spoken the Gospel to each of them separately, but He chose not to.  He chose to use mankind to reach mankind, in order to prepare mankind in the process to rule and reign for eternity.  So, He picked our one man and said to him, “Abe, I want to bless you.  In fact, I want to bless your socks off.  I want to pour out my grace upon you.  I want to give you My Word.  I want to give you my Holy Spirit.  I want to be your God, and I want you to be my people.  The reason that I want to bless you Abram, is that I love you, but I also want you to turn around and pass My blessings on to all those 70 other groups of people that I formed at the Tower of Babel, because I love them too.  Now Abe, your not to just sit around in a nice easy char saying, ‘Oh thank the Lord I am blessed.’  You’re to reach out to those other peoples and tell them what I’m telling you.”

Top line blessing, bottom line responsibility

· One of the problems in Christianity is that we often get stuck on the top line.  We have begun to worship the blessing rather than the blessor.  We love and worship God as long as He makes my life comfortable.  With every top line blessing comes a bottom line responsibility.

· Top line – I want to bless you.

· Bottom line – so you will be a blessing to all the peoples of the earth.

· Psalm 67 – peoples - peoples / nations - nations – God blesses us that the earth may fear Him

· Gen 12 to Abraham / Gen 26:4 to Isaac / Gen 28:14 to Jacob

God’s glory flows in two directions: He reveals His glory to all nations, in order to receive glory from all peoples through worship.

Israel’s strategic geographic location
· Isaiah 49:6 – I will make Israel a light to the nations.


Examples of God’s expressing His passion for His Glory amount the peoples of the earth

· Exodus 12:38  The purpose of the plagues were to show the whole world that the God of Israel was more powerful than the most powerful gods of the time (Egypt).  It worked because many nationalities left with the Israelites when they departed Egypt.

· Exodus 32:11-13 Moses kept God from destroying the rebellious Israelites because of the harm it would do to His global reputation.

· The purpose of the Old Testament temple: Deut. 12:5 “to establish His name”

· I Chronicles 16:8,24,28,31.

· I Samuel 17:46 David knew God would use him to kill Goliath because “…that all the earth may know there is a God in Israel…”

· Psalm 46:10   Be still and know…  I will… I will…

· Psalm 67

· Daniel 6:25 God saved Daniel because He loved him, but also for His own worldwide reputation.

· Ezekiel 36:21-23 Wow!

· In John 4:20 Jesus turned the attention of the woman at the well from “where” to worship to God and “what He is seeking”…. Worshipers!

· Matt 8:11 – After seeing the faith of the Gentile Centurion, Jesus said, “…many will come from East and West and will take their place at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom.”

· Luke 24:47 – Jesus said, “forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations”

· Matthew 28:18 – restatement of the great commission – “go ye therefore…”  No longer STAY PUT in the promised land and I’ll bring them to you, but now… go!

· Paul even said the very purpose of His ministry was:  Romans 1:5 “to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for His names sake.”

Conclusion in Revelation 

· Jesus won’t come back until Matt. 24:14 This Gospel shall be preached… all nations… then the end will come. 

· Rev. 5:9 we are told about a time when we will worship God with people from every tribe, language, people and nation!

· Rev. 7:9, 14:14-15:8

· Why will Jesus come back anyway? 2 Thessalonians 1:9-10 “He comes to be glorified in His saints and to be marveled at.”

The Supremacy of God in Missions through Worship
by John Piper

Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship is. Missions exists because worship doesn't. Worship is ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. When this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever. Worship, therefore, is the fuel and goal in missions. It's the goal of missions because in missions we simply aim to bring the nations into the white-hot enjoyment of God's glory. The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God. "The Lord reigns; let the people rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad!" (Psalms 67:3-4). 

But worship is also the fuel of missions. Passion for God in worship precedes the offer of God in preaching. You can't commend what you don't cherish. Missionaries will never call out, "Let the nations be glad!", who cannot say from the heart, "I rejoice in the Lord…I will be glad and exult in thee, I will sing praises to thy name, O Most High" (Psalm 104:34; 9:2). Missions begins and ends in worship. 

If the pursuit of God's glory is not ordered above the pursuit of man's good in the affections of the heart and the priorities of the church, man will not be well served and God will not be duly honored. I am not pleading for a diminishing of missions but for a magnifying of God. When the flame of worship burns with the heat of God's true worth, the light of missions will shine to the most remote peoples on earth. And I long for that day to come! 

Where passion for God is weak, zeal for missions will be weak. Churches that are not centered on the exaltation of the majesty and beauty of God will scarcely kindle a fervent desire to "declare his glory among the nations" (Psalm 96:3). Even outsiders feel the disparity between the boldness of our claim upon the nations and the blandness of our engagement with God. 

Let the Nations be Glad: Used by permission of Baker Book House Company, copyright 1993. All rights to this material are reserved. 
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