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“The Passion of Christ”

Matthew 21:1-11
Sunday, April 17, 2011 11:00a.m.

Text: Matthew 21:1-11
1.And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, 

2. Saying unto them, Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them unto me. 

3. And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them; and straightway he will send them. 

4. All this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

5. Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass. 

6. And the disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, 

7. And brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them their clothes, and they set him thereon. 

8. And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others cut down branches from the trees, and strawed them in the way. 

9. And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest. 

10. And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, Who is this? 

11. And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 

Subject: “The Passion of Christ”
Body of the Message:
1.) Preparation.   
2.) Prophecy.
3.) Procession. 
4.) Proclaim. 
Thesis:  The Passion of Christ
In this passage of scripture Matthew 21:1-11 we have the coming of the King. Among the crowds of Galilean pilgrims arriving on foot in Jerusalem for the Passover festival, Jesus chose to make a conspicuous entry on a donkey. Since we have no other record of Jesus riding, this must have been a deliberate act, meant to be noticed. The instructions suggest that it had been carefully prepared. It was, as Matthew makes clear, an acted allusion to Zechariah’s prophecy (Zc. 9:9–10) of the coming of the Messianic King.

The disciples and the Galilean crowd recognized the allusion, and turned the arrival into a triumphal procession. Their shouts made no secret of their belief that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah, now coming to set up his reign in Israel’s capital.
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