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week two:: come out of hiding
the Discussion—
Every one of us wants to belong, to be accepted and liked. Last week, we discussed how God designed us to do life in community with others. And yet, there are aspects of community that are not so desirable, aspects that make us uncomfortable, or that drive us away from truly being known. This week we will be discussing the obstacles that can hinder us from fully embracing community, both with God and with one another. 
· Let’s begin tonight by going around and briefly sharing a high and a low from this week. 

knowing God—

Last week, we discussed how God designed us to do life in community, both with Himself and with one another. Yet, it doesn’t take very long into God’s creation before this desire for community is corrupted.
Read Genesis 3:1-13

· When Adam and Eve chose to disobey God, how did it impact their perceptions of themselves?

·  How did it impact their relationship with God? 

· How did it impact their relationship with one another?
Watch the Nooma video “Lump” and then discuss the following questions within your group.
· What stood out to you in the video?

· What are ways that people try to hide? 

· When you are struggling, how does it tend to affect your relationship with God? 

· Do you ever struggle to accept that God loves you, no matter what you have done or will do? 
What sort of lies do you hear?
knowing Self—

· How do you tend to act towards others when you are struggling?  
Is this similar or different than the way you act towards God? Why?

· What is scary about being fully known?

· What are some ways that we try to avoid being fully known by others?

· How does our tendency to hide affect our relationships with others?

knowing Others—
Read the following excerpt from a message given by John Ortberg, and consider the statements that follow.


· What strikes you about what we just read?

· Have you known people who were social without allowing people to truly know them? How did they accomplish this? What was your relationship with them like?
· How could this Life Group fall prey to superficial community?

· What are some characteristics of a community where you would be willing to allow yourself to be fully known? 

· What are some ways that this Life Group could make it safe to come out of hiding?

· How could coming out of hiding affect your life? How could it affect this group?

the response
Grab a 3x5 card and on one line, write your name and a single word that encapsulates what you’d like prayer for. For instance:

Then, pass it to the person on your right, for them to add their name and their word. Continue passing until you receive your original card back. Now, you have a prayer list for your entire group. 
This week, make a point to pray for the people in your group using this list.
Eric – rest	  			








It’s possible for people to attend the same church—even the same small group—sit in the same chair, nod to the same people, talk about sports, the weather or even the Bible month after month or year after year without anyone really KNOWING them. Nobody knows their hopes, their fears. Nobody knows that their marriage is crumbling, their heart is breaking. Nobody knows that they are involved in a secret pattern of sin that is destroying their soul. This is not God’s plan. It is a mockery of community.





Ultimately, only you can decide if you are going to come out of hiding. You don’t have to do it.  Nobody can force it upon you. You can maintain your reputation. You can cultivate your impression management. You can protect your status. Or you can come into the light—and know and be known. You can move toward healing and transformation. You can know the kind of community that can only happen among forgiven sinners.





It’s up to you!











