week one:: 

preparing to launch
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Welcome to Launch!

THE BEACON places a high value on doing life in community. In any church, it is difficult to truly be known without taking part in a smaller group setting. But there is an even more foundational reason why we encourage people to find community at THE BEACON: we were designed for it. 

Tonight, we are going to take a look at what the Bible has to say about community, and then we will discuss how community plays out at THE BEACON through Life Groups.

But first… Lets get to know on another.  In the middle of your table, there is a basket full of random items. Choose an item out of the basket that you feel “represents you.” Then, go around the table and have each person share their name, how does the object you chose represent you? 
knowing God::

In the first chapter of Genesis, God says: "Let US make man in OUR image, in OUR likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground"  [Genesis 1:26, emphasis added]. This and many other scriptures throughout the Bible speak to the fact that God, three-in-one, is a community in-and-of Himself.  

Likewise, when God made mankind in His image, He created us to live in community, both with Him and with one another. As God looked upon the first man whom He’d created, He noted that “it is not good for the man to be alone” [Genesis 2:18]. Furthermore, the 10 Commandments prohibit things that would hurt or hinder community between ourselves and God (the first 4 commandments), and between one another (the last 6 commandments). It’s evident that we were not created to do life alone.

Below are a few passages that speak to how we should do community. Have different people look up and read each verse out loud. As they do, write down the key point of the verse as it relates to community. Then, discuss the questions that follow with your group.
· John 13:34-35
· Galatians 6:2
· Philippians 2:3-4
· Hebrews 10:24-25
· 1 Peter 4:9-10
· According to these passages, what are some of the defining characteristics of Biblical community?
· What is appealing to you about this sort of community?  What is challenging?
knowing others::

Somebody in your group read aloud: The term “community” can refer to a lot of different things.  At THE BEACON, we define community as a “group of people whose lives are closely intertwined and where each person feels safe, known, included and cared for as they grow.”  Community can happen in a variety of ways, but at THE BEACON we think that it happens best in a Life Group.  

Life Groups are groups of people who meet every week in homes and on campuses all over Orange County.  The following are some of the core characteristics of what THE BEACON Life Groups are all about. Read each characteristic and discuss the corresponding questions. Then, move onto the next characteristic. 


THE BEACON Life Groups:

· Are safe places for people to belong and to be known.  

· What are some characteristics of a place where it’s safe to be known?

· Challenge people to grow.

· In what areas could this Life Group help people to grow? How?

· Help people serve one another.
· In what ways could people serve one another in a Life Group?

· Help people reach out to those in need.
· Why might it be important for Life Groups to serve others outside of the group? 

· How could serving together impact the group?


· What aspects of doing community within LG’s appeals to you? Explain.

· What aspects might be more challenging for you?  Explain.

knowing Self:: Fears and Expectations - 

Each of us has carried stuff with us into this place. We may have carried fears in here with us, apprehension that we won’t be accepted or that we won’t fit in perhaps. And we have all carried expectations in with us, expectations of how a Life Group will operate, or the kind of people that we want to be in a group with. These expectations might stem from our experiences in a group that we used to be a part of, or simply from our hopes of what we will find here. Take 3 minutes to silently contemplate write down your answers to the following questions. 

· What are some of the fears that you carried in with you? Where do you think they stem from?

· What sort of expectations have you brought in with you? Where do these expectations stem from?

response::
It is important to be aware of what we’ve carried in with us, as these fears and expectations will undoubtedly affect how we view and interact within the group. And as we enter into community with one another, it is also crucial that we be willing to lay down our own agendas and expectations.  Now, it is totally fine to have certain desires about what we hope life in community will look like, but often, what we desire conflicts with what God has in store for us. In order to embrace what God has for us, we need to be willing to lay down our own expectations and remain open to God’s leading.

