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chapter nine :: 

life on mission :: alternate gathering :: listening experience

the Discussion—
Last week, we discussed how God’s heart breaks for the broken and needy.  As his ambassadors, we’ve been entrusted with the responsibility of representing His heart to our communities [2 Corinthians 5:17-20]. However, who exactly are the broken and needy in our community? This week, your group will be doing a “listening” exercise that will test your ability to identify who the needy are in your community.   This exercise will require you to go to where people in your community congregate—a mall, popular shopping center, or busy street where people will be out and about.  As you walk the community, you will listen and observe in order to determine:  who the needy are in the community, what their needs might be, and in what way[s] God is already represented.  
**Note:  Depending on where your group meets, you may need to choose an alternative meeting spot for your group this week.  For instance, if your group meets in Orange, you may want to meet at a coffee shop at the Block of Orange. If your group meets in HB, you might want to meet at a coffee shop on Main Street. This meeting spot will be where your group first meets, and then regroups to debrief after their experience. However, if your group already meets near a suitable “listening” location, you may just want to gather at the regular meeting spot and go from there. 
Listening Exercise—
God’s heart breaks for those who are broken or needy, and He’s called us to address these needs. But what does brokenness look like in our community? Who are the needy, and what are their real needs? We could simply brainstorm about it, but our perceptions of what people’s needs are often don’t match their real needs. For instance, one community worker in Long Beach has said that it’s difficult for a homeless person to go hungry in LB because of the organizations offering food. However, the homeless are starving for something even greater than food—consistent relationships. 

Tonight, we’re going to do a “listening” exercise that will test our perceptions of who the needy are in our community, and will help us to identify their real needs. We are going to head out into our community for about one hour. During this time, we will invite God to reveal who the broken are in our community and what their needs are.  For safety reasons, we will walk in groups of 2 or 3, but since this is an exercise meant to sharpen our observation skills, please try to refrain from talking to one another as you walk.   Once the hour has passed, we’ll gather back together and debrief what we saw and heard.

Instructions for the Listening Exercise—

· Determine where and when your group will meet at the specified meeting location. 
[if your group needs to drive to the location where you’ll be doing your listening experience, be sure to provide clear directions—both time and place.

· Break into groups of 2-3 and begin to walk the area.

[leaders can send the groups into different directions, or all may walk the same area—you choose]

· For the next hour, observe in silence. Use the space below to take note of what you: 

· see 
· hear 

· feel

· other…

· At the end of the hour, gather back at a pre-determined place, and share your observations.
experience Debrief—
· Wait until the entire group has gathered back together before you begin your debrief—you want to make sure that no one misses anything!  Once everyone has returned, discuss the questions that follow.  Use the space below to record your thoughts or observations.

· How was this experience for you? Explain.

· What did you see?  Give examples.

· What did you hear?  Give examples.

· How did you feel about what you saw or heard?  Explain.

· What needs did you perceive?  What criteria did you base your answers on?  Explain.

· Where did you observe needs being met?  Give examples.

· Where/how did you observe God?
the Response—

Ok, so there are a lot of broken and needy people all around us. How should we respond? How could this group give itself away in such a way that we positively impact our community in the name of Jesus Christ? Perhaps the first step is to identify where God is already working within our community.  So often, when we think of serving those in need, we are tempted to start a new ministry or project.  We think things like, “why don’t we start this or that non-profit organization?  It could serve these people….”    While the heart behind such statements is well and good, one must ask if it is the best response.  

There are many great organizations in our communities that are already meeting real, tangible needs.  And unfortunately, many are under-staffed and under-financed.    They are desperate for support—helping hands as well as monetary gifts.  Imagine the impact your life group could make on an organization or agency as you seek to serve those who serve others!   

One such example is THE BEACON’s partnership with AIDS Services Foundation.   Every year, we send dozens of volunteers to work at their offices, donate thousands of dollars to support their work, and send hundreds of people to walk alongside them in the annual AIDS walk.   By partnering with them the way we have, we have blessed not only those who are living with HIV/AIDS, but also those who work tirelessly to serve and support them.

And so, your “homework” this week is to identify where God is already using others [existing agencies and non-profit organizations] to address the needs within our communities.  In the weeks to come, we will brainstorm about the possible ways this Life Group could join and support them in their work. 

A great resource is www.volunteermatch.org.  In the upper left hand corner of the home-page, type in your zip code and see what volunteer opportunities there are coming up in your area.  You are welcome to use this and other resources for exploring ways to join others as they serve those in need.

the Spiritual Practices— 
· Write one or more of the following verses on a post-it note or index card, and place it somewhere you will see it throughout the week. Meditate on the words, and ask God what He may want you to hear. Ask Him how He would have you respond.

· 1 John 3:16-18
· 1 John 4:11

· Luke 17:10

· Luke 14:12-14
