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chapter eight :: 

life on mission :: the how

the Discussion—
Last week, we talked about why we are to live life on mission.  Simply put, as the spiritual heirs of Abraham, we have been blessed to be a blessing.  We saw the actualization of this in 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 in Paul’s assertion, “all this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.  And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us.”  

The very nature of those words challenges us to mission.  Yet too often, believers equate the words “mission” and “missionaries” with those who are sent out to the remote places of the earth.    And the response is, “I admire that you can do that, but I just know that I am not called to that…”  But, what if we are in fact called to that?  To be missionaries, though not necessarily to the remotest parts of the world?  To orient our lives in a missional posture?  

Tonight, we will take some time to discover what living life on mission looks like, specifically in a Life Group community setting.  But to do that, we need to begin with a discussion that offers us some context.   In The Forgotten Ways, Alan Hirsh offers an alternative to what we have come to know and expect from community.  He uses the word communitas to describe a group of people who experience one another in the context of a shared ideal or mission.  Thus, by definition, the people who make up the “communitas” have now become “missionaries.”  The challenge in coming to grips with the concept of communitas, he argues, is for us to work out why and how mission becomes central to the church’s identify, purpose and function.  
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.  
[1 John 3:16-18]

knowing God—

· Let’s begin with an exercise.  Think of a church—the incarnational expression of God in this world—as a pot of soup created with a variety of ingredients.  If your group were to make a batch of soup [a church] from scratch, what ingredients [elements] would you include? 
Use the space below to write your answers and insights regarding creating a church “from scratch.”
In many ways, the Church of today bears little resemblance to what the earliest followers called “The Way.”   The generally accepted principals of how to do church in a contemporary model involve elements such as acquiring adequate building space, offering enough parking for all who attend, providing excellent teaching and worship, offering ways to get people [especially singles!] connected and to be fed spiritually…all of this based on a variety of demographics existing within one church.  
Did your “recipe” include “ingredients” such as the gathering for a common purpose, learning to follow and become more like Jesus, or the offering of our lives first to Jesus and then to one another? 

Some would say that the elements, such as meeting place, programs and parking—varying from church to church—are secondary elements to birthing a church, and may or may not be necessary.  There are key elements, however, that Hirsch argues need to be there.  “An ecclesia [church] is not just a God-community—there are many such communities around.” Hirsh defines a church as “a covenant community centered around Jesus [that] participates in the salvation that He brings.”  [Does this sound anything like Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians?]  The key elements to this form of ecclesia are:

worship: offering our lives back to God through Jesus

discipleship:  following Jesus and becoming increasingly like Him

mission:  extending the mission [redemption + reconciliation] of God through the activities of His people.

This is significant because not only is our identity defined by the person of Jesus, but our purpose—or reason for gathering—is as well.
· Discuss the following questions as a group:

· Look back at your group’s “recipe” for church.  How does Hirsh’s description of church compare to your group’s description?  Give examples.
· Does Hirsh’s example offer freedom in how you would “do church”, or does it restrict you?  Explain.
· What, if anything, would you change or tweak about your answer?  Why or why not?
“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.
All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods,
they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.
And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”
[Acts 2:42-47]
knowing Others—

It appears then, that in some ways, our Life Group communities are missional churches waiting to happen.   Our gatherings should result in worshipping God with our lives, being made into disciples of Christ, and living our lives oriented toward God’s missional purposes.  

· Take a few minutes to briefly discuss the following:  

· Do you see your Life Group community as a form of ecclesia [church]?  Why or why not?

· What would it take for you to see yourselves as a missional community?  Explain.
· Do you consider the local church [i.e. a THE BEACON] a more “legitimate” form of church?  Explain.

One of the ways we can begin to think of Life Group as missional church [or church-in-waiting] is to begin to think like a missionary.  In particular, we need to embrace or adapt cross-cultural missional ideas.  The apostle Paul could be considered the first missionary of the Church.  Reading his letters to churches gives us a rich insight into the heart of a “sent one.”  
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 summarizes well what it means to think like a missionary:

“Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews.  To those under the law I became like one under the law [even though I am myself not under the law[, so that as to win those under the law.  To those not having the law I became like one not having the law [though I am not free from the law but am under Christ’s law], so as to win those not having the law.  To the weak I have become weak, to win the weak.  I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.  I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I might share in its blessings.” 

We must note that these words do not suggest that Paul abandoned his beliefs in order to “become like” those he wanted to reach.  Rather, they demonstrate the heart of Christ, in that he desired for all to come to know the Father through Christ in him.  In addition, they exemplify what it is to be a disciple [follower of] of Jesus who sees the gospel of eternal life with God as his primary mission.  Jesus said, “now this is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  I have brought You glory on earth by completing the work You gave me to do.” [John 17:3]

So if we too are to be disciples of Christ, becoming more and more like him, what does it mean to complete the work He gives us to do?  How do we re-orient ourselves toward thinking missionally?  It seems like the place to begin is to put ourselves “out there.”  Typically, this means that we extend ourselves emotionally or relationally.  While this is certainly an aspect of thinking missionally, in this case we are referring to literally putting yourselves and your group “out there” among those we want to reach.  

It has been said that where you stand determines what you see.  If this is true, then only gathering in the safety of someone’s home only allows you to see one another.  And while edification of the body is an important aspect of life in Christ, Jesus tells us that the greatest commandment is loving “the Lord your God with all of your heart and soul and mind…and loving your neighbor as yourself.” [Matthew 22:37-38]  He tells the experts in the law that the one who was a neighbor to the man who was robbed on the road to Samaria was the one who had mercy on him and helped him.  Jesus told them [and us!] to “go and do likewise.” [Luke 10:36-37]
· Discuss the following as a group:

· On an individual level, this means asking oneself, “what could it mean for me to reveal Christ in my life [i.e. home, work, school]?” For the group, it could mean gathering in those places where others come together socially.  Where are the places that this group could gather for the purpose of getting to know your neighbors?  Give examples.

· What is your understanding of the word mercy?  Explain.

· The Encarta Dictionary defines mercy as: 1. compassion 2. a compassionate/forgiving disposition 3. the easing of distress.  According to this definition of mercy, what could it mean to show mercy to our neighbors?  Give examples.
Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, 
or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet,
 invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”  
 [Luke 14:12-14]

 knowing Self—
As Christ-followers committed to a life on mission, we must understand the context of our culture—the beliefs, practices and social behaviors of a particular group of people.  This group could be our loved ones, work, school, neighborhood and beyond.  God wants us to influence our culture, but we can only do that if we understand what we are seeing.  And, remember, where we stand influences what we see.

In order to be an agent of transformation, hope or redemption within another person or place, we must also be willing to understand their culture.  We need to be willing to stand in their shoes.  While Paul makes it clear that we are not to conform to the patterns of the world [Romans 12:2], he does remind us that all of us have lived gratifying our sinful nature [Ephesians 2:3], thus imploring us to be “imitators of God…and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us.” [Ephesians 5:1]

· Read over the following pairs of statements regarding engaging culture.  Take a few minutes to “rate” where you see yourself in terms of how engaged you are in culture: 

· 1= the statement is true about you; 

· 2= true, but needs improvement/consistency; and 

· 3= has not been a consideration or on your radar. 

_____  I have as many close friends outside the church as I do inside the church.

_____  I consider careers outside the church to be equally important to kingdom work as those within it.

_____  I am active in the civic affairs of my community.

_____  I am active in the political process.

_____  I am caught up on the latest trends in TV, books and music.

_____  I am caught up on current events in my city?  My State? The U.S.?  The World?

_____  I am clear on my calling as a follower of Christ.

_____  I am courageous in living out my calling.

· Use the space below to journal and record your thoughts and insights.  
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

[1 John 4:11]

the Response—

Ask different people to read the following verses, noting each of the italicized words.  [Notice that each of these words implies intercession, preparation or equipping of others.] 
Take some time to reflect on how these words may apply to you individually and as a group—and the role you may play as a missional community.    
After a few minutes of sitting in silence, begin to pray out loud together, asking God to reveal any fears/obstacles you face as individuals or as a group in living as a missionally-minded community.   Ask Him to empower your group, and inspire you in your pursuit of living as a community dedicated to God’s redemptive purposes.
Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites. [Exodus 19:6]
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  [Acts 1:8]

He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.  [1 Corinthians 3:6]
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  [1 Corinthians 5:16-19]
It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up….  [Ephesians 4:10-11]

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to Him— you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  [1 Peter 2:4-5]

the Spiritual Practices— 
· Write one or more of the following verses on a post-it note or index card and place it somewhere you will see it throughout the week. Meditate on the words, and ask God what He may want you to hear. Ask Him how He would have you respond.

· 1 John 3:16-18
· Acts 2:42-47

· Luke 14:12-14

· 1 John 4:11

