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chapter seven :: 

life on mission…the why
the Discussion—

Many Life Groups are tempted to close their group to new people in an effort to protect the intimacy of the group.  Or, worse yet, become so focused on one another that they do not notice the needs of those around them.  There is much that is comforting and beneficial about life in community.  Yet Scripture is very clear that while God gave us community as one of the ways He cares for us, ultimately our faith communities should point to Him.

Consider the nation of Israel.  Genesis 12 describes God’s call to Abraham to leave his home and give birth to a new nation.  Note that He promises Abraham that he will be blessed to be a blessing to others.   Later, in the book of Romans, we are named as heirs of the same promise because of our faith.  Abraham’s faith in God counted as righteousness; and Romans 4:24 says that the purpose is “also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.”  

And so what is the purpose? Namely, that we too are blessed to be a blessing.  Tonight, we will talk about what it means to live in such a way that our lives—and Life Groups!—are a blessing to others.

The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.

I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."
Genesis 12:1-3

knowing God—
From the very beginning of creation, God has chosen and empowered people to represent Him. He started with the first man and woman, Adam + Eve, whom He formed in His image, and entrusted with the responsibility of caring for his creation [Genesis 1:26-31].  

He chose Abram [later named Abraham] to leave his county and people to follow Him [Genesis 12:1-3].   

God chose the people of Israel to represent Him to the rest of the nations. He redeemed them from slavery in Egypt, showed them how to live in community with one another through the Law, and brought them into the Promised Land.  He did all of this so they could reveal the true, Living God to a world who did not yet know or worship Him. 

Yet, more often than not, God’s people have cared more about what they could get from Him than how they were representing Him.

Take a few minutes to read Isaiah 58 and discuss the following as a group.

· What does this passage reveal about God’s heart? 

· What is important to Him?  Give examples.

· What is not important to Him?  Explain.

· How do you know?  Explain.

· How does God define fasting in terms of worship?

· Is His definition the same as yours?  Explain.

· What is the result of worshipping Him as He has asked?  Give examples
· [for us and for others]

He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, 
but whoever is kind to the needy honors God. 
Proverbs 14:31
knowing Others—
God chose to bless Adam + Eve, Abraham, Israel, and others so they could reveal Him to a lost and hurting world.  In the same way, He has also chosen to redeem us from our sin and to invite us into His purposes even today.

Read the following passage on your own and discuss the questions that follow as a group:
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.  [2 Corinthians 5:16-21]

Discuss the following as a group.  
· According to the passage, what should motivate you to live a life on mission?

· Why would God charge us with “the ministry of reconciliation?”
· In what way[s] do we have a unique opportunity to act as ministers?

· What do you find exciting or inviting about this mission?

· What do you find scary or challenging about this mission?

· With this charge in mind, how can being in a Life Group help you live a life on mission?



knowing Self—
· Spend a few minutes reflecting on our conversation so far and what God has been revealing to you about Himself.  Then, in the space below, consider and answer one of the following questions:

· When people look at your life, what might they learn about God—His heart and what He cares about? Give examples.

· When people look at your life, do they see a “minister of reconciliation?”  Explain. 
· Do you find yourself living two lives—one on Sundays—and another the rest of the week? Why do you think this is?
the Response—

When you are finished journaling, break into groups of three or four, and briefly share what you wrote in the space above.   After each person shares, the rest of the group should pray for the person and what he or she shared.  Then, move on to the next person.  

**Looking for an additional challenge?:  It is one thing to speculate about what people would say they learn about God from observing your life. It is another thing to actually ask someone. This week, ask someone what they learn about God when they observe your life, if anything. 
For some of us, this will be way outside of our comfort zone, so you may choose to ask a friend or a family member. However, if you’re more daring, try asking someone a little more dangerous—like a non-believing friend or a coworker. 
the Spiritual Practice—  
· Write one or more of the following verses on a post-it note or index card, and place it somewhere you will see it throughout the week.  Meditate on the words, and ask God what He may want you to hear. Ask Him how He would have you respond.

· Genesis 12:1-3

· Proverbs 14:31
· 2 Corinthians 5:17-20
· 1 Peter 2:9
