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chapter six :: 

God’s story :: alternate gathering :: FUN!

the Discussion—

Over the last several weeks, we have talked about the value of doing life in community, and how it is a gift from God.  He uses our interactions with others as a primary way to love, challenge and change us.   

We discussed the importance of knowing and being known by others.  

We learned the power of becoming familiar with our own stories—where we have been, where we find ourselves now, and where God is leading us.

And, that in order to be able to have any real relational equity with one another, we have to be willing to take the time to hear and acknowledge His unique story in one another.

This especially includes the story of God!  Ultimately, our stories are really part of a much bigger story—God’s Story.  

Tonight we are going to discuss another very important value for life in community…FUN!  The book of Ecclesiastes paints a great portrait of a balanced life.  While discussions regarding the why and how of doing life in community are certainly valuable, taking time to play with one another is equally important!

So, tonight we will not be gathering here in the usual way, but instead practice another aspect of life in community…having FUN together!

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the sun.

Ecclesiastes 3:1
· Consider one of the following options as you plan your Life Group outing:


· game night 
· movie night
· bowling
· potluck or barbeque
· go out to dinner
· bonfire at the beach

· picnic and games at a park
· or…create your own!  
While planning an evening of hanging out together seems like a no-brainer, it is important to take every person in the group into consideration when thinking about how to spend time together outside of the “usual” group time.  

· Look over the following list of values to consider when planning an outing for a group of people:

· include all group members in the planning—everyone should be welcomed to speak into where you go or what you do.

· take into consideration the cost factor—don’t eliminate anyone because of money.

· be sure that all Life Group members are contacted and invited—remember those who were not present when planning was happening.

· try to plan your gathering on the same night/time as Life Group meeting [unless absolutely necessary!]—members will have already set aside this day/time, and it may be more challenging to coordinate everyone’s schedule outside of LG time.

· choose an activity that facilitates conversation/community-building—location can make a difference—movie night…popcorn and snacks included…at someone’s home can still allow conversation and hang time, while a movie theatre does not.

· avoid places/situations/events that could cause someone to stumble—ask the group members to share if there is any particular place or activity that could provide a temptation in any way.   Be considerate of one another’s struggles [past or present], and be an encouragement rather than a catalyst for backsliding.

· no alcohol at Life Group outings [defined as a gathering where all members are included or invited]—bars or clubs are never a good idea when planning a Life Group outing, but this also includes game nights or other at-home gatherings.

· make sure that all members feel included and a part of things!
· …and have FUN!!

