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chapter four :: 

God’s story :: the why

the Discussion—

Many of us can accept that the Bible is the story of God, or that it is a collection of other people’s stories of how they were changed and used by God.  But, sadly, many people don’t believe that the story of the Bible is a part of their story as well.  They may see the Bible as more of a history book, rather than a book that addresses modern needs and questions.  And yet many have found, as Billy Graham says, “it is in the Holy Scriptures that we find the answers to life’s ultimate questions: Where did I come from?  Why am I here? Where am I going? And, What is the purpose of my existence?”
It seems that in order to be able to answer the most fundamental questions about God, others and ourselves, we need to begin with the Bible—the very Word of our Creator.   Next week we will take a closer look at how to study the Bible for both gaining wisdom and increasing our devotion to God.  But, this week, we will address the question of why we should in the first place.
However, before we begin to discuss the following curriculum, we want to create space to share your Life Graphs that you made in LG Launch. Your group can approach sharing these in a couple of ways: 

1) Have one person share each week at the beginning of group, until everyone has been able to share.

2) Devote your group meetings to sharing Life Graphs until everyone in the group has gone, and then they move on with the curriculum. 

Either way is acceptable, so decide as a group how you would like to proceed.
Jesus answered, "My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me. If anyone chooses to do God's will, 
he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 
He who speaks on his own does so to gain honor for himself, but he who works for the honor of the one who sent him 
is a man of truth; there is nothing false about him.

John 7:16-18

knowing God—

Narrative—the telling of a story--is used more than any other type of literature in all of Scripture.  There are histories, poems, letters and more.  But the narrative is the primary way the writers of Scripture chose to write God’s story.  What is most striking about this type of literature is that not only does it relay facts about what God has done and has yet to do, but also it reveals who He is.   

· Read the following excerpt from How to Read the Bible for all its Worth, by Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart, and then discuss the questions that follow.

The Bible contains God’s story—one that is true, important, multi-layered.  Its purpose is to show God at work in His creation and among his people.  The narratives glorify Him, help us to understand and appreciate Him, and give us a picture of His providence and protection.  The story of God is being told throughout Scripture on three levels—a top, middle and bottom level.

The top level unveils the whole universal plan of God worked out through creation.  Key aspects of this plot are creation itself, the fall of humanity, the power of sin, the need for redemption and Christ’s incarnation and sacrifice.

The middle level centers on Israel and God’s plan to be revealed through them.  The plot includes the call of Abraham, the establishment of his lineage, God’s deliverance of His people from the bonds of slavery in Egypt, Israel’s consistent disloyalty and God’s mercy and forgiveness.

The bottom level focuses on the many individual stories of those that followed or encountered God.  The many “plots” include Joseph’s brothers selling him to a caravan of Arabs, Gideon doubting God and testing him via a fleece, David’s life as a murderer, adulterer...and king!  

Jesus was the center of the ultimate level of narrative, in which the atonement is the central act and the subjugation of all creation to Him was the climax of the plot.  Thus He taught that the Scriptures in their entirety bear witness to Him and focus on His Lordship.  What we have then are individual narratives within a major narrative within an ultimate narrative!
Take some time to discuss the following questions.  Record your thoughts in the space below.

· What are your initial reactions to Fee + Stuart’s assertions regarding the Bible?  Explain.
· Did these statements offer a fresh perspective on the Bible?  Why or why not?
· Does this template help you to see yourself as a part of this multi-layered narrative?  Why or why not?
· As you run Scripture through this template, how might it change how you view or understand the Bible?   Explain.
Hopefully, we can see it is important that we view our lives in light of the Bible narrative.  Not only does God want to be reconciled to us relationally, but He also desires to invite us into His redemptive purposes.  Fee and Stuart give us a glimpse into the complexity that is God’s story, while imploring us to see the part we play in this epic.  

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5:16-21



























knowing Self—

· How do you tend to view and approach Scripture? What is your motivation for opening the Bible?

·  How does your motivation affect your attitude towards studying scripture? 
· How has your attitude towards the Bible changed over time?

Last week, we talked about our stories and the importance of being able to share ourselves with others, allowing them to walk with us in our struggles and celebrations.  In turn, we care for others as they allow us to walk with them.  Being transparent about who you are and what you struggle with allows you to be cared for in community, and offers freedom for others to do the same.
Sharing ourselves is vital to life in community, and it is important to remember that our stories are actually a small part of a much bigger, epic story--God’s story!  It is tempting to look at the people, events and circumstances of our lives and think that we invited God into them, and He accepted the invitation.  But the truth is, He is at work in and around us all of the time.  In reality, it is we who accept His invitation into all that He is doing, and to be part of His continuing story.  

But can we say that we actually know what He is doing?  Or that we know and understand ourselves well enough to share who we are in an authentic way? More than any other book, the Bible can reveal to you who you are, who you were created to be, and the plans and purposes God has for your life.  There are many reasons why people will not take the time to study the Bible for themselves, but one of the main reasons is that they don’t see how it can benefit them personally.  Many will ask the question, “What difference will it make in my life?” Ultimately, they don’t believe that reading God’s Word to gain wisdom, or as an act of devotion to God, can actually be transforming.    As a result, most of us don’t make studying Scripture an important part of our lives.  However, it is not merely important, but essential.  

· Read the following and discuss the questions that follow.

· Bible study is essential for growth.

Like newborn babes, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that God is good.   [1 Peter 2:2]

· Bible study is essential for spiritual maturity.

In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach 
you elementary truths of God’s word all over again.  You need milk, not solid food!  Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But 
solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.   [Hebrews 5:11-14]

· Bible study is essential for spiritual effectiveness.


All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  


[2 Timothy 3:16-17]
· Discuss the following questions.  Use the space below to note any thoughts, observations or questions.

· What is Peter saying in regards to our attitude toward Scripture?  What should it be?  How does this challenge your attitude toward Scripture?  Explain.

· Notice that Peter uses the word “grow” in this verse as opposed to the word “know.”  What is the difference between knowing and growing, and why is distinction important with regards to studying Scripture.  Would you say that you are in a “knowing” or “growing” season?  Explain.

· According to the Hebrews passage, what are some of the consequences of not studying Scripture?  Have you seen these consequences come true in your own life?  Explain.
· When have you found Scripture to be profitable for:  [Give examples]

· Teaching

· Rebuke

· Correction

· Training




Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me." All this I have spoken while still with you.  But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my Name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

John 14:23-26

the Response—

Hopefully tonight’s discussion gives us insight into the importance of reading and studying Scripture—the Bible is not a Christian “rule book.”  The Word of God gives us insight into the beauty and wildness of who He is.  It tells us that we were each created to uniquely reflect His glory into the world.  And it gives instruction on how He wants us to treat one another as fellow image bearers, fellow sinners, and fellow ministers of reconciliation.   

Let’s take a few minutes to pray together as a Life Group.  Offer God your true heart toward reading and studying Scripture.  
Confess any attitude[s] that you have had toward spending time in His Word.  Ask Him to change your heart.

Praise Him for the ways He reveals Himself to you in His Word.  Thank Him for revealing His love for us through His Word, and for the comfort that comes from knowing all people share in His redemptive purposes.  
the Spiritual Practice—

· Over the next week, look up and meditate on one or more of the following verses.  You may want to write them on index cards, and place them where you will see them throughout the week.  Ask God to show you what He wants to reveal to you about Himself, others or yourself—and how you might respond to what He has shown you.

· Psalm 119:105  
· 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

· John 7:16-18

· John 14:23-26
