THE BEACON LIFE GROUP CURRICULUM

CORE BELIEFS SERIES 

Sunday messages, July 20 — September 14, 2008

 

 In keeping with the beliefs of many Christ-followers who have come before us and 

the practices of Baptists in particular, this series reflects our doctrinal positions.

 

GOAL:   To extend the conversation started on Sunday morning.

WEEK 2: For Life Groups meeting July 28—August 2: TRINITY

1.    Greet and mingle

2.    Open in prayer

3.    Icebreaker: One person said trying to describe the Trinity sounds like the sequel to the movie Sybil. In what ways have you heard the Trinity explained? Don’t try to debate the descriptions or you’ll be here all night. We’ll look at a simpler conclusion later.

 

4.    Orientation: (Have someone read aloud, then discuss the questions).  

Creed: to believe, trust, entrust

1: a brief authoritative formula of religious belief

2: a set of fundamental beliefs

 

Nicene Creed  (fourth century)

 

This creed was first formulated at the First Ecumenical Council, held at Nicea, located in what is now Turkey, in 325, as a response to the Arian heresy*, which denied the divinity of Christ. It was revised at the Second Ecumenical Council, held at Constantinople in 381 as a response to the Macedonian or Pneumatomachian heresy*, which denied the divinity of the Holy Spirit. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

_____

*Heresy: action of taking, choice, sect

1a: adherence to a religious opinion contrary to church dogma, b: denial of a revealed truth by a baptized member of the Roman Catholic Church, c: an opinion or doctrine contrary to church dogma.

 

     Doctrinal statements help us to know and understand what we believe—which helps us guard against false teaching. Pastor Ric stated that we don’t base our beliefs on the “doctrinal statement,” but on the Word of God itself.  Last week we learned the value of Scripture as the present, authoritative, living and active word of God on which we base our lives, our actions and our moral anchor. With that truth as a compass we move to the second statement of belief:

    We believe in the one living and true God, perfect in wisdom, sovereignty, holiness, justice, mercy and love.


What is the one word that is crucial to this statement?    


Why?

     The following Scriptures form the basis of the statement. (Unless otherwise indicated, Scriptures are from the NIV.)   



Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God,

 

be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen (1 Timothy 1:17)..

    Scripture is often the basis of worship songs, no matter what century they’re written in. This verse has been the basis of songs, both old and new. Read the words of one verse of an old hymn together as moment of praise. Add a few sentence prayers of praise before continuing the lesson.

 




Immortal, invisible, God only wise,




In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,




Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,




Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.

 









(Walter Chalmers Smith)

Look up and read the following verses and discuss how they support the core statement above:



 Psalm 86:15



Deuteronomy 32:3-4  
 

   
God exists eternally in three coequal persons who act together in creation, providence and redemption. Read the following verses aloud. 

 


Genesis 1:26   — Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”

 


1 Peter 1:2 — [Peter…to God’s elect…] who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood…

 


Hebrews 1:1-3 —In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.
     Let’s look at each of the three persons of the Trinity as defined by the Bible.

Look up the following verses:

 


The Father
reigns with providential care over all life and history in the created universe.



1 Chronicles 29:11-13


What do the following verses tell us about God, the Father?



Matthew 7:11



1 John 4:9-10



John 3:16



John 1:12



Acts 16:31



He hears and answers prayer.


He initiated salvation by sending His Son.


He is Father to those who by faith accept His Son as Lord and Savior. 
 

The Son became man, Jesus Christ, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. Discuss the difference in how this is related in the Bible.

 

     
Matthew 1:18

     
John 1:14

 

Being fully God and fully man, He revealed God through His sinless life, miracles and teaching. How is this revealed in the Bible?

 


John 14:9-10


Hebrews 4:15


Matthew 4:23-24

 

Being “fully God and fully man” is one of the more difficult things for humans to understand. Do you believe this? On what basis?

Did you ever think it was easy for Jesus to endure the Cross because He was God? 

 

Jesus provided salvation through His atoning death in our place and by His bodily resurrection.

 


1 Corinthians 15:3-4


2 Corinthians 5:21


Romans 4:23-25

He ascended into heaven where He rules over all creation.


Philippians 2:5-11

He intercedes for all believers and dwells in them as their ever-present Lord.


Romans 8:34


John 14:23


Hebrews 7:25 

 

The Holy Spirit inspired men to write the Scriptures. What do the following passages tell us about the work of the Holy Spirit? What is the responsibility of believers?

2 Peter 1:21



James 1:18

John 16:7-11



1 Thessalonians 1:5-6

Romans 8:16



1 Corinthians 12:13

Romans 8:9-11



Ephesians 1:13-14

Romans 12:5-8



1 Peter 4:10

Acts 4:31



Romans 8:14

1 Corinthians 2:10-13


Ephesians 5:18

2 Thessalonians 2:13


Galatians 5:16, 22-23

5. Now what? 

     Has your understanding of the three persons of the Trinity grown from this study?  

     Can you describe the Trinity? Why are the commonly known attempts inadequate? 

     (Egg: yolk, white, shell; Water: liquid, ice, steam; Person: body, soul, spirit; Man: self, husband, father, etc.) 

     There seems to be a delicate balance between knowing God and realizing He is “unknowable.” Look up the following:

     Jeremiah 9:23 

     Isaiah 55:8-9

     Deuteronomy 29:29

     Does this mean we shouldn’t attempt to know Him? What will you do this week to know Him better?

Choose a verse from this lesson to memorize and meditate upon this week. Journal or talk about it with an accountability partner. Write it out below.

 

 

6. Close in prayer.
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