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LIFE GROUP CURRICULUM
CORE BELIEFS SERIES
Sunday messages, July 20 — September 14, 2008

 
 In keeping with the beliefs of many Christ-followers who have come before us and the practices of Baptists in particular, this series reflects our doctrinal positions.
 
GOAL:   To extend the conversation started on Sunday morning.

WEEK 2: For Life Groups meeting August 3 — 9: THE SPIRIT WORLD

1.    Greet and mingle

2.    Open in prayer

3.    Icebreaker: Let’s talk about reading. Read any good books lately? What kind of books do you like to read? There’s no right or wrong answer.

Fiction, what kind?  Thriller, fantasy, western, mystery, sci-fi, other?

Non-fiction, what kind? history, biography, travel, scientific, animals, other?

Any good recommendations to share?

4.    Orientation: (Have several readers read aloud, then discuss the questions.)
Spirituality has become fashionable in recent years, but doctrine and theology are dismissed as old-fashioned attempts to control people and confine God. In a discussion about the book, The New Earth, talk-show host Oprah Winfrey put it this way: “God, the essence of all consciousness, isn’t something to believe—God is. God is a feeling experience, not a believing experience. If God for you is still about a belief, then it’s not truly God.” (From Moody Bible Institute online devotional: Today in the Word, July 17, 2008) 

Is there anything true about Oprah’s statements. What qualifies her to make these claims? (Oprah spelt backwards is Harpo.) 

Discussion Questions:

What does our contemporary culture believe about the spiritual realm?

Many Christians fall into 1 of 2 categories regarding a spiritual realm:

    a. pay lip service to a spiritual realm, but functionally act as though there is none, or

    b. hyper-spiritualize the spiritual realm, "seeing" an angel or devil behind every tree.

What have you believed regarding a spiritual realm?
5. Sunday’s Message:

Because doctrinal statements help us to know and understand what we believe—which helps us guard against false teaching—we turn to the third statement of belief, and to the Word of God on which it is based.

We believe God created an order of spiritual beings called angels to serve Him and do His will.
From the Bible what do we know that angels do? Feel free to use some other examples besides these.
Luke 1:11-19
Luke 1:26-33

Matthew 1:20-21

Hebrews 1:6-7; 13-14 
Hebrews 13:1-2

Certain angels, called demons, Satan being their chief, through deliberate choice revolted against God and fell from his previously exalted position.
Read Revelation 12:7-17
What do we learn here about the Enemy?
How was (and is) he overcome?
Who does he war against?

Read Eph 6:10-18
Who do we take a stand against?

How do we do it?

What is Satan’s final end?
Revelation 20:10

6. Now What?

Has this study caused you to reconsider how you pray? Interpret events? Prepare for your day?
Can you make an action plan to incorporate in your day to day life these truths?

Pick an accountability partner to check in over the course of the week regarding the action plan.
7. Close in Prayer

