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THE BEACON LIFE GROUP CURRICULUM

CORE BELIEFS SERIES

Sunday messages, July 20 — September 14, 2008

 
 In keeping with the beliefs of many Christ-followers who have come before us and the practices of Baptists in particular, this series reflects our doctrinal positions.
 
GOAL:    To extend the conversation started on Sunday morning.

WEEK 4: For Life Groups meeting August 10 — 16: HUMANITY
 
1.    Greet and mingle
2.    Open in prayer
3.    Icebreaker: When you were a child, what storybook (or movie or TV) hero did you pretend to be, or want to grow up to be like? 

If life were a perpetual masquerade, what mask do you choose to wear? 

What mask do you think others see? Why? 

 

4.    Orientation: Last week we talked about angels, created beings who serve God by ministering to “the heirs of salvation” — believers. We also learned that demons (also created by God in their first angelic state), however, chose to follow Lucifer, whom we know as Satan, the liar, the masquerader. They’re called fallen angels. They serve as Satan’s “ministers” attempting to demean God and destroy His image in humans. This week we learn that God created all humans “in His image” and gave us specific work to do. Only those who accept Jesus Christ have the power to resist Satan’s attacks, and live in the dignity that God intended for them. As believers, we must respect the image of God in all humans. Whether we can see traces of His image or not, we must see non-believers as redeemable persons whom God loves and desires to have fellowship with—that fellowship only possible through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit after one accepts the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as the payment for his/her own sins.

 

5. Sunday’s Message:
Because doctrinal statements help us to know and understand what we believe—which helps us guard against false teaching—we turn to the fourth statement of belief, and to the Word of God on which it is based.

 

We believe God created humanity in His own image to have fellowship with Himself and to be steward over His creation.
            

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness,


 and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, 


 over the livestock over all the earth, and over all the creatures that 


 move along the ground.” So God created man in his own image, in 


 the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
 
            God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; 


 fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of 


 the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”
                                                                                                (Genesis 1:26-28, NIV)

 The NIV says: “Rule over…”
The New King James Version says: “…have dominion over…”
The Message says: “Be responsible for…”
                                    
Consider the three versions and discuss the meaning of the charge to humanity. 

How does this influence your understanding of who God has called us to be and

what He has called us to do?

 

Psalm 8:4-8 — What is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man
            that You visit him? For you have made him a little lower than the angels,
            and you have crowned him with glory and honor. You have made him to
            have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things
            under his feet.
 
And in The Message — You put us in charge of our handcrafted world, repeated
            to us the Genesis-charge.
 
How is the command to rule, have dominion over, be in charge of, and be responsible for, sometimes abused? 

In ourselves, in our families, in our communities, in our country?

Does this affect the way you see environmental issues?

Does it affect the little everyday ways you care for God’s earth?

 

Read Psalm 139:13-17 to understand God’s intimate involvement with your development from before your birth.

 

How does this passage address the treatment of our own bodies? 

Each person is unique, possesses dignity and is worthy of respect. 

How do we abuse His intent for us? 

 

Why?  Through the temptation of Satan, Adam chose to disobey God; this brought sin and death to the human race and suffering to all creation. (On your own, read Genesis 3, to see the beginnings of the human experience with Satan and with sin. Read the following together.)

 

Romans 5:12-21 
 
Romans 8:20-22
 
Everyone is born with a sinful nature and needs to be reconciled to God.

 

Romans 3:9-18, 23
 
Satan tempts people to rebel against God, even—especially—those who love Him. He even tried it with Jesus and failed (Matthew 4). 

Do you think Satan attacks believers more than unbelievers? Why?

 

Ephesians 4:27 (Passage vv. 5-32)

 

How do Christians “give the devil a foothold (NIV)”?

 

2 Corinthians 2:11
 
In what context in this passage does Satan take advantage of us?

How does this speak to you?

 

Matthew 16:23
 
How might Jesus say the same thing to us?

What things do we do that could bring such a rebuke?

How does that make you feel?

 

In spite of the fact that Satan attacks us, as believers, at every opening, each of us is personally responsible to God for thoughts, actions and beliefs.

 

Romans 14:12

BUT! PRAISE GOD! Each believer has the right to approach God through Jesus Christ, the only mediator.

1 Timothy 2:5
Hebrews 4:14-16
6. Now What?
 
Do you have unfinished business with God? Have you “agreed with Him” about your salvation? Do you have forgiveness to ask for, or to give?

How will you remind yourself on a daily basis to make the choices that honor God and others, including honoring the image of God in yourself?

 
7. Close in Prayer
 
 
