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LIFE GROUP CURRICULUM

Carry the Torch, Part 1: Entering God’s Story

In keeping with the beliefs of many Christ-followers who have come before us and 

the practices of Baptists in particular, this series reflects our doctrinal positions.

 

GOAL:   To extend the conversation started on Sunday morning.

WEEK 1: For Life Groups meeting July 20—26: SCRIPTURE

1.    Greet and mingle

2.    Open in prayer

3.    Icebreaker: Play one or two rounds of “Gossip” where leader starts a whispered sentence and the final recipient says what he/she heard. Sentence should be long enough to allow for some misquoting, and should not be a well-known Scripture verse that people would repeat by familiarity. Actually the sillier the better. Then discuss the following:

 

    Name one thing you believe is true. Why do you believe it is true?

    Do you know it is true? How do you know?

 

4.    Orientation: (Have someone read aloud).  

 

    A.  Sunday’s message was on the first tenet of our doctrinal statement: “We believe the Bible is God’s Word given by divine inspiration, the record of God’s revelation of Himself to humanity.” This is based upon 2 Timothy 3:16-17: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work (NIV).  

    (Others read the following versions of same verse) 

    All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for     reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may     be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work (NKJV).

 

    All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right. It is God’s way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for     every good thing God wants us to do (NLT).

 

    There’s nothing like the written Word of God for showing you the way to     salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. Every part of Scripture is God-breathed     and useful one way or another—showing us truth, exposing our rebellion,     correcting our mistakes, training us to live God’s way. Through the Word we are     put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us (The Message).

Since the versions vary, how does the phrase “…the Bible is God’s Word given by divine inspiration…” affect your reading of the different versions?

Are there really any differences in the meaning?

What is the bottom line meaning of the passage? 

 

 

    B. The Word of God is trustworthy, sufficient, without error—in its original     manuscripts—the supreme authority and guide for all doctrine and conduct. It is the truth by which God brings people into a saving relationship with Himself and leads them to Christian maturity.

Discussion Question: What role do you think the Scriptures play in our contemporary culture?

 

    Read the following passages and discuss their meaning. 

    John 17:17 

    John 20:31  

    1 John 5:9-12 

    1 Peter 2:2  

Discussion Question: What role did the Bible play for you growing up?

    Have someone read aloud Matthew 4:1-10

Discussion Questions:

 What were Jesus' responses to Satan's temptations?

 What do we have to do to have the same confidence in our use of Scripture?

Note that Satan makes truth claims (some of which are correct quotes of scripture), but Jesus rightly declares the truth, or the greater truth to refute him and withstand the temptation.

 6. Now what? 

 

    There are many instances of the use of the phrase “that you may know/ believe…” throughout the Bible. John finished his Gospel with these verses:

 

    But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. (John 20:31).

 

Writing things down protects the writer from being misquoted, although people still manage to quote others out of context. The Gossip Game shows us how important it is to go to the source so that we can get the story straight. God caused the Scriptures to be written, that we would know Him, His character, His purposes and plans, how He wants his followers to live and act and relate to one another.

 

Discussion Questions:

What have you learned about the Scripture in Sunday's message and this lesson? 

Do you believe Scripture is what God says it is?

If so, how does/will that change your life?

 

Choose a verse to memorize and meditate upon this week. Journal or talk about it with an accountability partner.

 

Write it out below.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Close in prayer.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
