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THE BEACON LIFE GROUP CURRICULUM
CORE BELIEFS SERIES
Sunday messages, July 20 — September 14, 2008
 
 In keeping with the beliefs of many Christ-followers who have come before us and the practices of Baptists in particular, this series reflects our doctrinal positions.
 
WEEK 9:  For Life Groups meeting: September 15 - 20
GOAL:     To understand the reality of our hope for the future

1.    Greet and Mingle
2.    Open in prayer
3.    Icebreaker: Questions to consider:
		    As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up?
		    When you were little, what did you imagine the future to be like?

4.    Orientation: As we come to the conclusion of the doctrinal position discussions, we end on an ultimate high note. A phrase from the great hymn, Great Is Thy Faithfulness, comes to mind.

		    Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow…

5.    Sunday’s Emphasis
 
Doctrinal statement: We believe God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring all things to their appropriate end, and establish the new heaven and the new earth.

Notable Quotables from Sunday’s message: 
	The world’s hope is a wish, nothing but stars to wish on.
	Our hope is not a wish, but the knowledge Jesus is coming.

God sends no one to hell; He just gives people the freedom to choose where they spend eternity… . Hell is like an eternal V-8 moment; a constant reminder of the unbeliever’s realization and regret for what he chose.

	The believer says: “I am waiting for Jesus!”
	God says:” I WIN!”

Review and discuss these points of Pastor Ric’s message, and the questions. The references on the optional page are the scriptural basis for the statements.

A. The certain hope of the Christian is that Jesus Christ will return to the earth suddenly, personally, and visibly in glory according to His promise.

B. The dead will be raised, and Christ will judge mankind in righteousness.

C. The unrighteous will be consigned to the everlasting punishment prepared for the devil and his angels.

D. The righteous, in their resurrected and glorified bodies, will receive their reward and dwell forever with the Lord.


6. Now What? What did the closing DVD presentation stir in you?  Discuss it as a group. What could you begin to do this week to investigate or put into motion your response?  

7. Close in Prayer



OPTIONAL FOR PERSONAL STUDY

Ephesians 1:9-10
Titus 2:13
2 Timothy 2:4
Revelation 1:7-8
Revelation 3:11
John 14:1-3
John 5:28-29
Matthew 25:21, 34, 41, 45
Revelation 20:10
Philippians 3:20-21
2 Corinthians 5:10
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
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