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TEXT: Jonah 1:1-16
THEMES: Prayer as a lifestyle 
Songs?: We are his body, The God of this city.

RESPONSE:  I will have compassion on those Christ has compassion on, regardless of how they treat me.

Tuesday morning, September 11, 2001- I had just had my quiet time and turned on the news.  My wife was out of town at a conference for a few days. She called to tell me something terrible had happened.   
By then the first plane had hit and 15 minutes later the 2nd one would remove all doubt that this was an accident.
 
“Where were you?” 
Have you had that conversation this week? Remembering?

This day is frozen in time:
Some were in waking up & getting dressed,
Some were settling in at their desks ready to start the day…
Some of us were at home watching with horror…
Some were listening on the radio while sitting in rush hour traffic…

It was one of the bloodiest days in US history & it changed us forever:
It changed how people view Americans
It changed how Americans view other countries
It changed the way we travel
It changed our views of privacy 

A decade later, we are faced with new questions… 
“What do we do now?”
There are many appropriate answers to this question:
We remember those who lost their lives
We pray for families who are still hurting & for whom this day brings more pain
We pray for the security of our nation
We pray for our leaders
We take our shoes off at airports and submit ourselves to more intensive screening.
We keep a watchful eye out.

“What do we do in the church about Muslims?” As we look out over a changing Arab world and increasing Muslim populations in our communities, our response needs to be different in the next 10 years than it was in the previous 10…
We have viewed Muslims as our enemies not people for whom Christ died.  We look at Muslims with fear, or anger, instead of love. Many Americans would never consider befriending a Muslim for the purpose of sharing the gospel.
We hear the statistics about birthrates and how they are “multiplying like crazy” and will overcome us numerically, if not militarily and it frightens us.  
We view them as public enemy #1… our biggest threat!

Satan has always tempted God’s people to respond like this… 
Jonah 1:1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai:  2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me."
They are terrorists Lord, you don’t want to save them.
 3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD.  4 Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened to break up.  5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep.  6 The captain went to him and said, "How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of us, and we will not perish."  7 Then the sailors said to each other, "Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this calamity." They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.  8 So they asked him, "Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for us? What do you do? Where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are you?"  9 He answered, "I am a Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the land."  10 This terrified them and they asked, "What have you done?" (They knew he was running away from the LORD, because he had already told them so.)  11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, "What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?"  
12 "Pick me up and throw me into the sea," he replied, "and it will become calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you."  13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder than before.  14 Then they cried to the LORD, "O LORD, please do not let us die for taking this man's life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, O LORD, have done as you pleased."  15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm.  16 At this the men greatly feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows to him.  17 But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights.  

10 years later there are other questions we need to answer:
Will we reach out to our “enemies”?  The Lord comes to Jonah and tells him to go preach “against” Nineveh…
Nineveh was a major city in the Assyrian empire
Assyria was Israel’s enemy (and would eventually destroy the Northern Kingdom in 722 BC).  The Assyrians were a savage people…Pulled arms off prisoners, Flayed skin off of live prisoners, Make pyramids of skulls at the gates of cities they conquered.  They were the ancient equivalent to Al Qaeda 

Jonah refuses to go & preach “against” them-NOT because he doesn’t want to proclaim God’s judgment on them, 	-BUT because he knows that the Lord will be merciful to Nineveh (Jonah 4:2) if they respond. He doesn’t want God to be gracious to their enemy. The prophet, like Israel herself, is failing at being a “light to the nations…”

We never say that we don’t want God to save Muslims but our actions speak louder than words…

Like Jonah & Israel, we often to fail to be a light to the peoples of the earth that are different than us, especially if we fear them because they are our “enemies”!

Like Israel, we can dangerously fall into an ethnocentrism where we think we are better than others because of our nationality. God’s heart has always been gathering His People from all the peoples of the earth (Gen. 12:1-3; Revelation 5).  If we reject this and say as a church “Let’s just focus on ourselves or our ‘homeland,’” then we reject the heart of God!

Will we share our blessings?  God’s judgment falls on Jonah (because of his rebellion) through a storm on the sea.  Water is often a picture of God’s judgment (i.e. The Flood & the Red Sea).  

Jonah is “drowned” under God’s wrath to rescue the sailors
The Fish is part of God’s judgment.  this is not Geppeto with a lamp.  Jonah is eaten whole and alive, and being bleached by gastric acids…
also part of God’s salvation that He uses to deliver Jonah
2:2-9: Jonah cries out to God for salvation from the belly of the fish and is heard. Romans 10:13  "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 
Jonah walks away from death with the scars of gastric acids and being munch. to carry out his call

Jonah points us to the Gospel of Jesus. 
The Gospel is about salvation through judgment
Matt. 12:38-41 Jesus was asked for a sign. 
He said the sign would be the “sign of Jonah” 
Jesus was drowned under God’s wrath on the Cross for our sins.  He spent 3 days in the grave. 
Jesus walked away from death bearing the scars of judgment. Jesus carried out his call to preach to the nations through His Spirit & Church (Acts 1:1-8). 

God is merciful and rescues Jonah from judgment.
Now He intends to show that mercy to Nineveh/the Nations.

If we are followers of Jesus, then… we were crucified with Jesus, we already went through the judgment and were buried with Him, we have been rescued from eternal death 
to carry out our commission to the Nations…

Do we selfishly deny others what God has graciously given us? We have all infinitely rebelled against an infinitely Holy God (we are Ninevites!)Like the Ninevites, or terrorists in our day, we deserve God’s judgment. But God has shown us mercy by judging His Son instead of judging us

Jonah 3:1-10 Finally, Jonah preaches against Nineveh & the people repent & are rescued from the Judgment.

Teaching the gospel to our “enemies” is essential because it is the means God uses to rescue people, even our enemies, from judgment… So, our commission is to preach, share, & proclaim the gospel, even to Muslims!

Wicked Nineveh/ the terrorist city is saved! We should say, Hallelujah! Why? No one is outside of God’s reach! Not even us! Amazing Grace- how sweet the sound, 
that saved a wretch like me! God’s heart is to SAVE evil people/nations through teaching the Gospel.
	
Do we fail to share with others what we’ve experienced because we believe there are some people who are outside of God’s reach?  Or because we despise them?

Do we classify people? “This group is more likely to respond to God’s mercy” and This other group over here is less likely…” Do we classify based on race? 
Religious background? Nationality? (our freedoms & values make us superior)Tattoos? Clothing?
When we classify- is it usually people who look and act like us that we classify as more likely to respond to God and 
those who look and act different than us as those less likely to respond? Do we think that we are more deserving of God’s mercy, less sinful than others, etc…?

The best defense against Islam taking over our culture and country is the Gospel.  This will mean some of us moving to “hostile lands” where people don’t want Christians and don’t want to hear the Gospel. For the Great Commission to get done it will take the resolve to move to the hard places, many of which are dominated by Islam! Jesus- I will build my Church, and the Gates of Hell will not stand against it. That means we have to go to the Gates of Hell!

It will also mean reaching Muslims here!  Nazareth told us a few weeks ago, that the 2nd largest Muslim population in America is right here in Anaheim, our community, and we are making strategic steps to partner with his agency to develop relationships with them and engage them with the gospel through education classes, tutoring, citizenship classes, going to their businesses, having them in our homes, etc. 

A final question on 9/11/2011 is 
“Will we have God’s heart for all people?”

In Jonah 4:1-10, Jonah has a tantrum.  
He gets mad at God for rescuing Nineveh. 
He says that he knew God’s character was to be merciful…and he’s angry about it…
He’s more concerned about a shady plant than he is about people!
Jonah 4:10-11   10 But the LORD said, "You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight.  11 But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?"

The book ends. 
The question is left unanswered…probably in hopes that Jonah, and the reader, will come to share in God’s compassionate heart for the spiritually blind peoples of the world!

NOW WHAT….
10 years after 9/11 how do we view the Muslims in our community & around the world? Are we angry at them?  “enemies” who should be wiped out?  Do we feel that way even if we wouldn’t say it out loud?  Do we act that way by refusing to befriend a Muslim or share the gospel with them?

OR Do we see them like Jesus sees them spiritually blind & enslaved “sheep without a shepherd” who need to be set free?

Our God DELIGHTS to set the nations free AND He uses His people to do it!  We get to participate with Him!

As we look over an ever-changing Islamic world the temptation would be to think that the death of Bin Laden and calls for democracy in the Muslim world will bring lasting hope and change to the world and peace in our day…

BUT, democracy is not the great hope for the world, the Gospel of Jesus is The gospel can change violent men from the inside-out. The gospel can free those enslaved to religion. The gospel can bring peace & unity to people formerly at odds. 

So, how can you respond 10 years later?  Find and befriend Muslims in your neighborhood (go to Nazareth’s FB page.)
Visit their shops and restaurants. Have them into your home
Pray for Muslims and Muslim nations. Share your testimony with them. Go on mission trips & support to Muslim nations
Pray for the salvation of Muslims. 

We need to repent for not viewing Muslims thru gospel lenses and see them as Jesus sees them!  

We cannot violently overcome Islam.  
We can only do it through loving them the way God does.
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