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LIFE GROUP CURRICULUM

CORE BELIEFS SERIES

Sunday messages, July 20 — September 14, 2008

 
 In keeping with the beliefs of many Christ-followers who have come before us and the practices of Baptists in particular, this series reflects our doctrinal positions.
 
WEEK 8:  For Life Groups meeting: September 8 — 13
GOAL:     To discuss our freedom in Christ, how it impacts our daily lives, 

                 personally and as members of society.

1.    Greet and Mingle

2.    Open in prayer
3.    Icebreaker:  How many kinds of elections can you name? Did you ever run for any kind of office or title in an election? What were the requirements for voting? What did you have to do to “campaign”? Did you win?

4.    Orientation: We are invited to vote in numerous “elections,” from senior class president, to soft drink taste tests, to designer challenges, to the highest office in our land. Most elections have participation requirements: be a senior in the school, buy the soft drink, watch the designers work on a television show, be a citizen and register to vote. Most “elections” have little impact on life; some have major consequences.

5. Sunday’s Emphasis

Doctrinal statement: We believe religious liberty, rooted in Scripture, is the inalienable right of all individuals to freedom of conscience with ultimate accountability to God.

Notable Quotables from Sunday’s message: 

Biblical freedom is always tied to personal responsibility and leads to obedience to God.

Believers have dual citizenship—in God’s Kingdom and their country. We have privileges of, and responsibilities to both; however, our first priority must be to the kingdom of God. 

We believe in separation of church and state, but do not believe in separation of faith and politics.

Your vote becomes a vote for the kingdom of heaven.

Review and discuss these points of Pastor Ric’s message, and the questions:

(Caution: Don’t get into irresolvable debates or political party promotion. Keep the discussion focused on God’s Word.)

     A. Church and state exist by the will of God. Each has distinctive concerns and              responsibilities, free from control by the other.


Government and society seem to have totally mixed this up. How can Christ-followers


influence the “powers that be” in these matters? What doesn’t work? What might work? 


Should we vote based upon social issues or moral beliefs? Or a combination of both?


Is a discussion like this contrary to “separation of church and state”?

     B. Christians should pray for civil leaders, and obey and support government in matters not contrary to Scripture.

          
How long has it been since you’ve prayed for the President? The Governor? The Mayor?


          
How long has it been since you’ve prayed for a candidate you support?

          
How long has it been since you’ve prayed for a candidate you DON’T support?

How do you determine what issues are or are not contrary to Scripture?

     C. The state should guarantee religious liberty to all persons and groups regardless of their religious preferences, consistent with the common good.


Do you believe in religious liberty, for instance, for Muslims? For Wiccans? For ?


Should we, by law, attempt to make all people hold to a “Christian” standard?


If the majority voted toward Muslim standards should Christians not hold to them?


How should religious liberty be demonstrated?


How should it NOT be demonstrated?

6. Now What?

7. Close in Prayer

OPTIONAL FOR PERSONAL STUDY

Genesis 1:27 

John 8:32 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

Romans 8:21 

Acts 5:29 

Matthew 22:21 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 

Romans 13:1-7 

Exodus 16:7-8 

1 Peter 2:13-16  

Matthew 5:43-48

Deuteronomy 29:29

