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THE BEACON LIFE GROUP CURRICULUM

CORE BELIEFS SERIES

Sunday messages, July 20 — September 14, 2008

 
 In keeping with the beliefs of many Christ-followers who have come before us and the practices of Baptists in particular, this series reflects our doctrinal positions.
 
WEEK 7:  For Life Groups meeting: September 1 - 6 THE CHURCH, Part 2
GOAL:     To investigate intentional involvement

1.    Greet and Schmooze (Mingle!)

2.    Open in prayer
3.    Icebreaker: What chores did you have in your family as a kid? Did you have siblings?

How were chores assigned (capability, physical strength, interest, etc.)? Who assigned      them? How did you feel about them? Did you understand the necessity? 

4.    Orientation: Last week we talked about the functioning of a healthy body, where every part performs the function for which it was designed. God, who designed the human body, also designed the church as the body of Christ, gifting and placing members “just as He determines”

(1 Corinthians 12:11). Pastor Ric spoke about baptism as acknowledging or the “owning” of each person’s role in the body of Christ, and the observance of The Lord’s Supper as the commitment of believers to the unfinished work Jesus Christ has called us to do. Have you given some thought to your “place” or “role” in the body of Christ at The Beacon? What do you need in order to make that commitment? Talk with your Life Group leader (at a time apart from the Life Group meeting).

"We are not only children of God, we are His servants.

The one speaks of privilege, the other of duty.

Both are ours in Christ."

- Charles Stanley

5.    Sunday’s Emphasis—the Church, Why Get Involved?

Doctrinal statement: We believe the Church is the body of which Christ is the head and all who believe in Him are members.

Notable Quotables from Sunday’s message: To be like Jesus, we must be available to be interrupted by God’s divine appointments. If we are to follow the steps of Jesus; we must also follow the stops of Jesus. The stops are where the ministry happens.

A couple of weeks ago we learned from 1 Corinthians 12, that each believer has a God-given design that fits into the body of Christ. We will use the term SHAPE to understand how specifically we are formed for God’s Kingdom work. For we are God’s workmanship (poema), created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do (Ephesians 2:10).

S – Spiritual gift(s); H – Heart or passion; A – Abilities/skills; P – Personality; E – Experience 

There will be opportunity in future weeks to investigate your individual SHAPE in detail, but briefly discuss what you already know about your SHAPE, and how that might impact your Life Group SHAPE. God uses all the components of your SHAPE to prepare you for the  

NAME

  Spiritual Gift(s)             Heart            Abilities           Personality               Experiences
                                                        (passion)         (talents/skills)     (introvert/extrovert)       (life situations)

The “shape” of your Life Group will emerge from the mix of these components. Individuals may be in differing ministries according to their personal shapes, but this may help determine the types of ministry your group does together. 

Read Romans 12:1 in as many different versions as your group uses. Use the variations in wording to discuss what this means in practicality. The Message states it:

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life

 —your sleeping, eating, going-to-work and walking around life—

and place it before God as an offering.

Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him.

Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.

Instead, fix your attention on God.

You’ll be changed from the inside out.

Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond too it.

Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity,

God brings the best out of you,

develops well-formed maturity in you.
6. Now What?

What kinds of “ministry” are the individuals in your group involved in?

As a group, what kinds of “ministry” might your group engage in, based on the shape discovered above?

Could you make plans to schedule such a ministry? 

7. Close in Prayer

OPTIONAL FOR PERSONAL STUDY

1 Corinthians 4:2

Psalm 100:2

Romans 12:1-8

1 Corinthians 12:4-11

Ephesians 2:8-10

Philippians 1:3-11

1 Peter 4:10

2 Peter 1:3-9

1 Timothy 1:12

2 Timothy 1:9

1 Corinthians 15:58
