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THE BEACON LIFE GROUP CURRICULUM

CORE BELIEFS SERIES

Sunday messages, July 20 — September 14, 2008

 
 In keeping with the beliefs of many Christ-followers who have come before us and the practices of Baptists in particular, this series reflects our doctrinal positions.
 
WEEK 6:  For Life Groups meeting August 24—29: THE CHURCH
GOAL:     To investigate biblical interdependence 

1.    Greet and Schmooze (Mingle!)

2.    Open in prayer
3.    Icebreaker:  What was your favorite family tradition as a child? Do you know


how it originated? Have you kept, or will you keep it up in your own home?
4.    Orientation: “Feed me, hold me, change me, hug me, love me…”


Our first experiences in a family are completely dependent upon others. In a 


healthy family the goal is to develop independence, to set the young members


free, prepared to face life as adults.



Is independence really the goal?



What does the world say about independence?



What are some of the “mantras” about independence?

5. Sunday’s Emphasis—the Church:

And God placed all things under his feet

and appointed Him to be head over everything for the church,

which is His body,

 the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way.

Ephesians 1:22-23

Doctrinal statement: We believe the Church is the body of which Christ is the head and all who believe in Him are members.

Notables from Sunday’s message: A believer’s baptism signifies our acceptance and owning of our individual place or role in the body of Christ. Our celebration of the Lord’s Supper signifies our commitment to the unfinished task of carrying His message to the world.

Look at Paul’s description of the human body and its correlation to the body of Christ, the church, found in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 (NIV) 

Read the passages and discuss the questions. If participants have different versions of the Bible, compare differences. 


vv. 12 – 13

A number of people chose to be baptized this Sunday, to demonstrate their obedience to, and love of Jesus Christ. Praise God! Have you taken that step of public acknowledgement of unity with Christ’s body?

 The following passage would make a great exercise in role-playing. If a few wannabe actors in your group are willing, have them improv a scene after hearing the verses read. Listen for different nuances of self-image.

Read vv. 14 – 20

God arranged your body the way He wanted it to be! How does that affect your sense of self-image? 

 Read vv. 21 – 25

What might be the “weaker, but indispensable” parts of the body (v. 22)?

Does this mean that the people who stack the chairs after the service are as important as Ric, who brings the message of God? (By the way, they could use some help!)

How does this passage address:


Insecurity


Arrogance


Indispensability

Read v. 26

What is your “compassion quotient”? How sincerely and practically do we follow this verse when someone else rejoices, when someone else suffers?

6. Now What?

Read v. 27

Are you exercising your part of the body on a regular basis? If not, do you see ways you could be serving Christ interdependently with the other members of the Beacon family? You’ve heard the saying, “There are no Lone Ranger Christians.” (Even the Lone Ranger had Tonto!)

Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing,

but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Hebrews 10:24-25

7. Close in Prayer

OPTIONAL FOR PERSONAL STUDY

Some Scriptures cited by Ric on Sunday, which you may use for your own personal study.

Romans 12:4-5

Acts 2:41-42, 47

Luke 24:45-48

Acts 13:1-3

Acts 14:26-28

Matthew 18:17

Acts 6:3-6

Matthew 28:18-20

Romans 6:3-5

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Acts 15

1 Corinthians 6:1-3

