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THE BEACON LIFE GROUP CURRICULUM

CORE BELIEFS SERIES

Sunday messages, July 20 — September 14, 2008

 
 In keeping with the beliefs of many Christ-followers who have come before us and the practices of Baptists in particular, this series reflects our doctrinal positions.
 
GOAL:    To extend the conversation started on Sunday morning.

WEEK 5: For Life Groups meeting August 17 — 23: SALVATION
 

1.    Greet and mingle
2.    Open in prayer
3.    Icebreaker:  What was your favorite game to play as a child? Why?

Did you ever play Hide and Seek? What was the goal of the game? What did you cry out if you escaped the “seeker” and made it back to the tree (or spot of origin)? What did the cry signify?
4.    Orientation: This week we’re discussing salvation.
Almost every religion has some belief about salvation. For many Eastern and New 

Age religions salvation means rising above this present life into something called 

transcendence. 

What is it about Eastern and New Age religions that appeals to people?

Christians know that salvation is only through the person of Jesus Christ. Do we live as if we know it?

5. Sunday’s Message:
Because doctrinal statements help us to know and understand what we believe—which helps us guard against false teaching—we turn to the fourth statement of belief, and to the Word of God on which it is based.

 

We believe salvation is redemption by Christ of the whole person from sin and death.
For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness

and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves,

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Colossians 1:13-14, NIV

Have you or someone you know ever been rescued? (Example: a car wreck, a burning building, or maybe cancer.) What are some of the first reactions people express? What are some secondary or long-term reactions? How does rescue from a terrifying experience change your life?

Who wants to refresh us about Ric’s message this past Sunday? What truths stuck with you? The following are some of the points of Ric’s message:

Notable Quote from Sunday:  Jesus, as our Kinsman-Redeemer, had to be 100% human (our kinsman), and 100% God, to forgive (redeem us) our sins. 

A.  God offers salvation as a free gift to all; however, it must be received personally through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.

B.  An individual is united to Christ by the regeneration of the Holy Spirit
Read Colossians 1:27  In The Message paraphrase of this verse, Paul calls the mystery simple? What does that tell us about some of the things we get hung up on in Scripture reading and study?

C.  As a child of God, the believer is acquitted of all guilt and brought into a new relationship of peace.

D.  Christians grow as the Holy Spirit enables them to understand and obey the Word of God…

E.   …and empowers them to follow in the footsteps of Jesus

Which of the points above is the most difficult for you to understand, accept, and/or live by? Why do you think that is?

Galatians 5:16-18, The Message — My counsel is this: Live freely, animated and motivated by God’s Spirit. Then you won’t feed the compulsions of selfishness. For there is a root of sinful self-interest in us that is at odds with a free spirit, just as the free spirit is incompatible with selfishness. These two ways of life are antithetical, so that you cannot live at times one way and at times another way according to how you feel on any given day. Why don’t you choose to be led by the Spirit and so escape the erratic compulsions of a law-dominated existence?

6. Now What?

Note that we come back to the idea of escape. Why do we repeatedly need escape?

Ric pointed out last week in our study of HUMANITY that, though man was created in God’s image, the temptation of Satan, and through man’s own choice, we are now in a fallen state and separated from God, individually and collectively.

From what do you need to escape this week? 

How can your Life Group partners help you?

7. Close in Prayer

OPTIONAL FOR PERSONAL STUDY

Ric’s message and these conversation-starters draw from the following Scriptures, which you may use for your own personal study.

2 Timothy 1:9-10 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

Acts 20:21 — What’s the requirement?

1 Timothy 2:4-6

Ephesians 2:8-9
Galatians 2:20 

Colossians 1:27

Romans 5:1 

Romans 8:1-2

2 Peter 3:17-18 — Note the warning that precedes the challenge.

2 Peter 1:3-9 — A great “how-to” passage.

Ephesians 4:14-15 
James 1:13-15

