Pastoral Guidance


One of the responsibilities that anyone who works with the youth group will face from time to time is the offering of “pastoral guidance” to teens who need help and advice.* We always want to be there when teens need help, but our first responsibility is not to our teens, but rather to their entire families. For this reason, we want to know what you expect out of us if your teen ever comes to one of us seeking pastoral guidance. I have had some parents tell me in the past that they wanted me to use my best judgment when working with their teens as whether or not to inform them of the situation. I have had other parents tell me that they want me to inform them of the situation no matter how big or small. We want to honor what you feel is best for your teen at this point in their life; we are not here to play parent to your child but to be an asset to you in raising your child during the teenage years.


If you want us (this includes the Teen Ministry staff and adult volunteers) to use our best judgment when working with your child, here are a few common rules we use that you should know about. One, if a teen asks us not to tell anyone about the issues that they are bringing to us, our answer will be, “I promise to work with you and do whatever I can to help you through this problem, but I cannot promise you I won’t tell anyone.” 


For adult volunteers that work with the Teen Ministry it is required that they report to the Teen Ministry staff when they are involved in any type of pastoral guidance role with a teen.  Two, if a teen ever comes to us with a problem that puts his or her safety in danger, such as sickness or disease (bulimia, STD’s), threats or acts of violence made toward them, or any other situation that would put their safety at risk, we will automatically inform the teen’s parents. Three, another thing that we keep in mind when dealing with a teen is where the teen’s heart seems to be at the time. If a teen is sincere and contrite about a mistake they have made, I will typically offer advice and try to hold them accountable for the next several months. If they continue to fall and struggle with this sin, then I will advise them that we need to inform their parents of this situation so that they can help in overcoming the problem.  However, if a teen’s heart seems to be rebellious towards wanting to overcome the sin, or if they seem to be trying to “snow” us, then we will typically inform the parents.


 With all of this in mind, please let us know what you want out of us if your teen ever came to us with a problem, sin, crisis, etc… On the back of this paper is a form in which you can indicate your expectations of us while working with your teen. (If I do not receive this form back from you, It will assume that you wish for us to use our best judgment when working with your teen.)

*(this is like counseling – however, no one who is working with the youth group at this time has a license in counseling; we are only offering encouragement and advice).  

Pastoral Guidance
Your name _______________________________

Your child’s (or children’s) Name___________________________________________

Do you want the Teen Ministry staff to:
(please check a box)

Use their best judgment on whether or not to inform you of the situation when 
they provide pastoral guidance to your child?

or



Do you wish for them to inform you of the situation no matter what?


With the space below please feel free to write us a note describing your expectations of us when providing your teen with pastoral guidance. 

